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Iranian parliament re-elects speaker 


®«AN (R) — The Iranian parliament re-elected its radical speaker 
Mem iumibi. a vocal opponent of any move to restore relations with the 
untied States, by a wide majority on Wednesday. Kamibi. 54. beat 
moderate Mohammad Movahhedi Savoji by 193 votes to 81. the evening 
daily Kayluo reported. Kairubt, a member of the hardline militant 
derarcnen faction, often says that Washington tan never be Iran’s friend 
and Israel should be opposed by fora. “We will have relations with all 
« “e except for the United States. Israel and South 
Africa, be sad in a speech last week. Kamibi was first elected to the 
position m 1989 after Akbar Hastaemi Rafsanjani. speaker for die first 
Me years of the Islamic consultative assembly (Majlis) formed after the 
1979 revolution, became president. He was re-elected last year with 155 
votM. Karrubi has firmly defended the Majlis, which is dominated by 
hardliners, ™ various rows with other centres of power but h=K sought to 
curb the worst wrangUngs. 



Western hostages to be freed soon — Iran 


ISFAHAN. Iran (R) — Iran expects Western hostages held by fun- 
damentalist groups in Lebanon to be released soon but doubts their 
freedom will lead to a quick restoration of lies with the United States. 
Iranian officials said on Wednesday. The hostage issue was been a bone of 
contention in Iran’s bid to win Western finance for President Akbar 
Hasbcmi Rafsanjani’s ambitious reconstruction programme. Washington 
has repeatedly said it would not resume relations with Iran until the 12 
Westerners, including six Americans, were released. Ties were cut in 
1980. the year after the late Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini's Islamic 
revolution. "The hostage game is over. Chances are that their whole 
ordeal wfll end." Abbas Maleki, a deputy foreign minister, told Reuters. 
“I can see some son of movement on the hostage issue." he said. Asked 
when he expected the hostages to be released. Maleki. who chaired a 
ibree-day international oil conference which ended on Wednesday in 
Iran's central city of Isfahan said: "1 can't tell you when exactly, but 
soon.” 
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Iraq to attend 
OPEC meeting 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said on 
Wednesday that h would send its 
new oil minister to next week's 
OPEC meeting in Vienna. The 
Iraqi News Agency INA quoted 
.Oil Minister Usama Abdul Raz- 
xak as saying that by participating 
in the meeting Iraq sought to 
support OPEC's policy in a man- 
ner that would serve the interests 
of both producing and consuming 
nations. Iraq sought to obtain a 
“real ml price per barrel," he 
said. Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries ministers 
meet on June 4 to dwQKt produc- 
tion levels needed to defend oil 
prices, currently more than three 
dollars below the official OPEC 
reference price of £21 a barrel. 
Abdul Razzak, appointed minis- 
ter of state for oil in the govern- 
ment formed by Prime Minister 
Saadoun Hammadi in March, be- 
came Iraq's new oO minister on 
Monday. The Minster of Heavy 
Industry and Military Indus- 
trialisation, General A mer Ham- 
moudi A1 Saadi, had hitherto 
been serving as acting oil minis- 
ter. 

Iran denies 
turmoil report 

PARIS (R) — The Iranian 
embassy in France rejected on 
Wednesday a report by opposi- 
tion guerrillas describing turmoil 
among the Tehran leadership. “I 
formally deny this false and base- 
less news," embassy spokesman 
Massood Gbaranfoli told Reu- 
ters. Opposition Mujahideen 
guerrillas in Paris said on Tues- 
day that Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hasbcmi Rafsanjani ten- 
dered his resignation last week m 
a policy dispute but supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ah' Khamenei 
bad- rejected it. A Mujahideen 
spokesman saud there had been a 
series of battles over economic, 
political and social policy inside . 
die Tehran government. 

Yemen declares 
Aden free zone 

ADEN, Yemen (R) — Yemen on 
Wednesday declared Aden, once 
of tire world’s busiest ports, a 
free-trade zone again. A state- 
ment issued after a cabinet meet- 
ing in tbe capital Sanaa said the 
government had told a special 
committee to take immediate me- 
asures to re-establish tbe zone. 
Aden, at the month of the Red 
Sea, has become a backwater. 
But the government wants the 
city to recover the role, it mice 
played as a major port for ships 
plying to and from India and tbe 
Far East. It also plans to set up an 
industrial area budding new fac- 
tories and modernising Aden's 
36-year-old oil refinery. A year 
ago traditional North Yemen and 
Socialist Sooth Yemen merged 
into one country. 

Bahrain PM 
visits Kuwait 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Bahrain’s Prime Minister, Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Salman AI Khalifa, 
paid a brief visit to Kuwait 
Wedn esday, his second since Ira- 
qi tr o op s withdrew from the emi- 
rate three months ago. The Gulf 
News Agency said Sheikh Khalifa 
had talks with his Kuwaiti coun- 
terpart, Grown Prince Sheikh 
Saad Al Abdulla AI Sabah, on 
Gulf development and ways of 
boosting cooperation within the 
Gulf Cooperation Council. 

Red Star win 
European Cup on 
penalties 

BARI, Italy (R) — Red Star 
Belgrade won the European Cup 
final on penalties on Wednesday 
at the end of a disappointing 
game which faded to produce a 
angle goal in two hours of tepid 
soccer. A missed spot kick by full 
back Manuel Amoros in the 
French side’s first attempt ulti- 
mately cost victory for Bernard 
Tapie’s expensively assembled 
outfit as they went down 5-3 on 
penalties. Striker Darko Panes v, 
Hotted out of. tbe game in a 
one-sided m a t ch which had been 
totally dominated by Marseille, 
had tbe honour of blasting home 
tbe winning penalty to an explo- 
sion of joy from the 18,000 
Yugoslav fairs is the San Nicola 
Statfimn. It was tbe first time a 
Yugoslav team had won the 
-European Cop and only the 
second that a team from Eastern 
Europe had done so. 


President invites big five to work out details 

Bush wants ceiling on Mideast arms 
curb on mass- destruction weapons 

COLORADO SPRINGS fv»l_ “MsUino rslinn rtf mt trt lmnUmi>n( » I 


COLORADO SPRINGS, Col- 
orado (R) — President George 
Bush announced a plan Wednes- 
day to try to halt the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction in 
the Middle East and restrain con- 
ventional arms build-ups. 

In an address to graduates at 
the U.S. air force academy, Mr. 
Bush outlined details of proposals 
intended to curb the spread of 
nudear, chemical and biological 
weapons in the region as well as 
ballistic missiles that can deliver 
them. 


“Halting the proliferation of 
conventional and unconventional 
weapons in the Middle East — 
while supporting the legitimate 
need of every state to defend 
itself — will require the coopera- 
tion of many states in the region 
and around tbe world,” the presi- 
dent said. 

Mr. Bush called on the world's 
five major arms suppliers to meet 
soon to establish guidelines for 
restraining sales of conventional 
arms, as well as weapons of mass 
destruction and related technolo- 


gy- 

Mr. Bush's proposals would 
permit Middle Eastern nations to 
acquire the conventional arms 
they legitimately need to defend 
themselves against military 
aggression. 

The initiative, coming three 
months after the Gulf war ended, 
would freeze the purchase, pro- 
duction and testing of surface-to- 
surface missiles by states in the 
region, with the aim of ultimately 
eliminating them. 

The plan calls on regional 


states to implement a ban on 
producing or buying weapons- 
grade uranium and place all nuc- 
lear facilities under international 
safeguards. 

Israel is believed to possess 
nuclear weapons and Iraq was 
believed to be trying to develop 
one before the Gulf war. Both 
deny having nuclear weapons 
programmes. 

The main points of his propos- 
al, according to a summary re- 
leased by the White House: 
(Continued on page 5l 


Ethiopians demonstrate against 
U.S.; rebels open fire, impose curfew 

ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — came a day after the EPRDF and dead are the result of a curfew on the city. 

Rebel troops shot dead some captured the city in a dawn deliberate conspiracy of armed Also Wednesday. Eritrean re- 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
Rebel troops shot dead some 
anti-U.S. demon s t ra tors m the 
Ethiopian capital on Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the Ethiopian 
People's Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front (EPRDF). Alem- 
segeb Gamiak, confirmed there 
had been dead and wounded but 
declined to give figures. 

Earlier, residents reported 
seeing several bodies lying in tbe 
streets after the protests, which 


came a day after the EPRDF 
captured the city in a dawn 
assault, toppling the remnants of 
former Marxist ruler Meugjsru 
Haile Mariam’s army. 

Hospitals were unable to give 
any details of tbe number killed 
or wounded. 

Alemsegeb said armed gangs 
opened fire on EPRDF troops 
wbo had been ordered to fire into 
air to disperse the protesters. 

“We suspect that the wounded 


and dead are the result of a 
deliberate conspiracy of armed 
gangs,” he told reporters. 

He said the main participants 
in the demonstration were former 
ruling party members. He called 
them vagabonds, kids, students 
and former soldiers. 

Tbe demonstrations were the 
first sign of anti-EPRDF senti- 
ment since the rebels stormed the 
city and took power. The protests 
prompted the EPRDF to clamp a 


curfew on the city. 

Also Wednesday. Eritrean re- 
bels staked a claim to northern 
Ethiopia, declaring provisional 
rule separate from another insur- 
gent group that seized the capital 
Tuesday after a U.S. call for it to 
restore order here. 

The Eritreans said, however, 
they would cooperate with the 
main rebel group in ensuring the 

(Continued on page 5) 


NATO 
warns EC 

BRUSSELS (R) — NATO, 
agreeing on a major reshape of 
forces for tbe post-cold war era, 
said on Wednesday it would re- 
main the essential pillar for West- 
ern security and that organisa- 
tions like the European Com- 
munity must not undermine it. 

It was the latest twist in a 
complex debate about how West- 
ern Europe can take more re- 
sponsibility for its defences now 
that die United States is expected 
to bring borne many of its 320,000 
troops stationed there. 

NATO defence ministers 
agreed on the most radical res- 
tructuring of forces since die 
alliance was founded in 1949 dur- 
ing two days of talks in Brussels, 
including the formation of a mul- 
tinational “rapid reaction" force 
to deal with potential threats! m 
Europe. 

But they also agreed that 
NATO, which ties the United 
States and Canada to European 
allies, could not be replaced by 
other organisations that are con- 
sidering taking an active role m 
defence, such as the community 
or the Western European Union. 

“Tbe European pillar is within 
our alliance," NATO Secretary 
General Manfred Woerner told a 
news conference. 

“NATO will remain the essen- 
tial forum for consultations 
among the allies and the forum 
for agreement on policies bearing 
on tbe security and defence com- 
mitments of its members." the 
defence ministers said in a state- 
ment at the end of tbe meeting. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney told a news conference 
that Washington remained com- 
mitted to the r raireatlrmtic link at 
die heart of NATO and that it 
would maintain substantial forces 
is Europe. “Whatever is done in 
die European context should be 
done in a way that strengthens 
the alliance,” be said. 

Woerner said it would be un- 
acceptable if new European 
arrangements excluded any mem- 
ber of die 16-nation alliance — a 
dear reference to Norway, Tur- 
key and Iceland, who ate not in 
the European Community. 

He said be did not believe that 
the community would agree on 
setting up its own military forces, 
since there was disagreement 
among its 12 member states on 
whether to do this and money for 
defence was scarce. 

“There’s a kx of talk, there are 
no derisions... It would not make 
sense to duplicate structures, 
especially military _ structures," 
Woerner told reporters. 

But be and the. ministers said 
they welcomed the fact that 
Western European nations were 
looking at ways to take a greater 
shar e of tbe defence burden. 


Japan protests Cresson 
remarks, urges Irah-ILS, ties 


TOKYO (R) — Japan warned 
France on Wednesday that its 
new prime minister, Edith Cres- 
son, should tone down her critk>- 
ism of Tokyo or risk damaging 
relations, a foreign ministry offi- 
cial said. 

Japan’s foreign ministry sum- 
moned France’s ambassador, 
Loic Hennekmne, to lodge a pro- 
test against recent remarks try 
Cresson that Japan was an unfair 
trader and bad destroyed the 
U.S. car industry, the official 
said. • 

Nagao Hyodo, director-genera] 
in charge of European affairs, 
told the ambassador: “We cannot 
help but be shocked by the re- 
marks of Prime Minister Cresson 
... and believe that (they) are 
unsuitable for the development of 
friendly Japan-France relations." 

Hyodo added: “We fear that 
her comments, if repeated, could 
lead tbe people of our two coun- 
tries in foe wrong direction and 
have a detrimental effect on 
friendly ties." 

Hennekmne said be would con- 
vey Japan's concerns to Paris, the 
official said. 

Since her appointment two 


weeks ago, Cresson has repeated- 
ly slammed Japan, saying it had 
taken over the world's photo- 
graphic industry, forced its own 
people to pay high prices at home 
to finance cheap exports and had 
sealed off the domestic market to 
foreign competition. 

“Japan is another universe 
which wants to conquer... that's 
foe way they are.” she recently 
told French television. 

“If we depend on the Japanese 
for imports of electronic pro- 
ducts, they will always be in a 
position not to sell them or to sell 
them at high prices," she said. 

Meanwhile, Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama arrived 
in Egypt from Iran on Wednes- 
day for talks on Middle East 
peace and Gulf security. 

Before leaving Tehran for 
Cairo, Nakayama called for a 
resumption of relations between 
Iran and the United States. 

Nakayama said before leaving 
for Egypt that Iran and Japan 
would exchange delegations of 
experts to follow up economic 
agreements made during his 
three-day visit, Tehran radio 
said. 


“We hope that Japan's coop- 
eration in Iran's reconstruction 
will be twinned with good 
memories,” President Akbar 
Hasherai Rafsanjani told 
Nakayama on Tuesday. 

A Japanese diplomatic source 
said Nakayama, latest in a string 
of government figures to visit 
Iran since foe Gulf war, also met 
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati and reiterated a 
call for the reestablishment of 
relations between Tran and the 
United States, broken in 1980. 

A source accompanying 
Nakayama said Japan believed 
that any post-war security 
arrangement for the Gulf should 
include Iran, a senior Japanese 
official said Wednesday. 

The official said Nakayama re- 
layed Japan's position to his Ira- 
nian counterpart Velayati. 

“It would be unrealistic to en- 
sure the security of the Gulf 
without some role by Iran.” said 
the official, briefing reporters on 
condition his name be withheld. 

He spoke a few hours before 
Nakayama's scheduled arrival in 
Cairo, the second stop of a Mid- 
dle East tour after Iran. 


Masri urges U.S. to continue 
Middle East peace efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Senior offi- 
cials from Jordan and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Wednesday held talks on 
the ongoing political' consulta- 
tions to find a peaceful settlement 
to the Palestine problem and later 
announced that they would con- 
tinue further contacts. 

Foreign Minister Taher A! 
Masri said Jordan was still in- 
terested to see progress in the 
United States efforts for peace, 
and in the continuation of these 
efforts to hold a peace confer- 
ence. but noted that Israel’s in- 
transigence was obstructing these 
efforts. 

Jordan. Masri said, welcomes a 
joint meeting by Arab parties 
directly involved in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict should there be an 
agreement on such a meeting. 

Speaking after his meeting with 
Mr. Farouk AJ Kaddoumi, head 
of the PLO’s policial department. 
Mr. Masri said that the PLO 
delegation briefed the Jordanian 
government on foe Syrian-PLO 
talks in Damascus during the past 
two days. The minister stressed 
that a common ground between 
the PLO. Syria and Jordan on 
various matters related to the 


political settlement of the Middle 
East crisis, especially on foe con- 
cept that international legitimacy 
should be implemented with re- 
gard to exchanging land for peace 
in accordance with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, the two sides re- 
viewed efforts for a settlement to 
foe Arab-lsraeli conflict and foe 
Palestine question as well as the 
outcome of a PLO team’s visit to 
Damascus. 

The PLO team included Yasser 
Abed Rabbo. Suleiman Al Naj- 
jab and Palestine Ambassador in 
Jordan AI Tayyeb Abdul Rahim. 

Kaddoumi 'said that foe PLO's 
demand is clear, and demands an 
independent Palestinian state, 
withdrawal of all Israeli troops 
from the occupied territories in- 
cluding Jerusalem, and foe re- 
moval of all the Jewish settle- 
ments. 

Should there be clear signs of a 
just settlement to foe Palestine 
problem and the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian state. 
Kaddoumi said, all the other side 
issues can be settled. 

He said that all Washington's 
efforts are so far centered on 


procedural matters, and did not 
touch the substance; but when 
the substance is debated the PLO 
would present its clear views, said 
Kaddoumi following his meeting 
with Masri. 

Describing his visit here as part 
of the PLO’s drive to maintain 
coordination with the Jordanian 
as well as the Syrian govern- 
ments, Kaddoumi said that the 
PLO was involved in a campaign 
to unify the Arab countries stands 
with regard to a policial settle- 
ment and the campaign will con- 
tinue. 

Kaddoumi said efforts were 
under way to convene a meeting 
for Jordan, Syria, the PLO, 
Lebanon and Egypt, a matter 
already discussed with the Arab 
League general secretariate. 

It is hoped that the Arab 
League would serve as a tool to 
unify Arab countries stands and 
bridge rifts caused by the Gulf 
crisis, Kaddoumi added. He said 
that the last Arab League meet- 
ing in Cairo marked the begin- 
ning of efforts to end Arab differ- 
ences. Referring to the ongoing 
Jewish immigration to occupied 

(Continued on page 5) 


Egypt calls on U.S. , Soviet 
Union to speed up peace drive 


CAIRO. Egypt (AP) — Egypt 
said Wednesday it has urged the 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion to speed up Middle East 
peace efforts despite Israeli in- 
transigence. 

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa, 
in his first news conference since 
taking office last week, accused 
Israel of obstructing U.S.-led 
peacemaking by putting up new 
settlements on the occupied Arab 
lands. 

Moussa also ruled out doing 
business with former close ally 
President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq, saying Egypt lest trust in 
him when he invaded Kuwait last 
August. 

Tbe news conference was 
mainly about U.S. Secretary of 
State James A. Baker’s quest to 
arrange a peace conference 
among Israel, its Arab neigh- 
bours and foe Palestinians. Baker 
has made four Middle East tours 
since the Gulf war ended Feb. 28 
seeking a conference that would 
initiate ■ direct negotiations. 

Moussa said he telephoned 
Baker about the mission this 
week and messaged him and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Alexan- 
der Bessmertnykh “to emphasise 
the importance of accelerating 
efforts to achieve a formula for 
foe peace process." 

On his last tour this month. 
Baker conferred twice in Cairo 


with bis Soviet colleague. Their 
two governments would co- 
sponsor the proposed conference. 

Baker's diplomacy has been 
hampered largely by Israel i- 
Syrian disagreements. Syria de- 
mands, and Israel opposes, active 
participation in the conference by 
the United Nations. Syria wants 
the conference to reconvene 
should negotiations deadlock. 
Israel wants a single international 
session, to do no more than initi- 
ate direct talks. 

Baker told congressional com- 
mittees this month that a major 
obstacle facing him is Israel’s 
continued settlement-building in 
foe territories occupied for 24 
years. 

“There are divergent positions 
and intransigence on Israel’s 
part,” Moussa said. “But interna- 


tional efforts are seeking to sur- 
mount existing difficulties. 

“The building of settlements 
undoubtedly poisons the general 
atmosphere of the peace process. 
Halting them would facilitate the 
process." 

Moussa upheld the right of 
Jews anywhere to emigrate to 
Israel “on condition they are not 
.settled in tbe occupied Palesti- 
nian lands, namely Gaza and foe 
West Bank, including East Jeru- 
salem.” 

He said Egypt’s view is that 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, foe basis of 
negotiations, “call for Israeli 
withdrawal from East Jerusalem, 
foe West Bank, Gaza and the 
(Syrian) Golan Heights," all 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arab scholars call for new order based 
on democracy, urge end to Iraq sanctions 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to tire Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The second pan- 
Arab national conference con- 
cluded its meetings in Amman 
Wednesday with a call for the 
establishment of a new Arab 
order based on democracy and 
broad popular political parti- 
cipation. 

In its final communique, 
approved by around 60 prom- 
inent pan Arab thinkers and 
intellectuals, foe conference 
also urged immediate action to 
lift the international embargo 
against Iraq and the withdraw- 
al of foreign troops from the 
Gulf. 

Participants in foe three-day 
conference stressed that the 
Gulf war has underscored the 
urgent need for democratisa- 
■ tion in the Arab World. 
“Democracy should take prior- 
ity in foe pan-Arab national- 
project. It (democracy) should 
not be sacrificed for any other 
value or cause — including ■ 
Arab unity itself,” tbe final 
communique said. 

Participants,, wbo included 
leading pan-Arab nationalists, 
activists and former Baafoists. 
reiterated commitment to 


Arab unity but said that it 
should not be achieved by 
force. 

“The conference stresses 
that Arab unity cannot and 
should not be attained by 
force... in fact coercion 
through any means is an act 
against Arab unity," the com- 
munique read. 

The participants, who during 
the conference condemned 
Arab governments which 
joined the U.S.-led alliance 
against Iraq, emphasised that 
working towards Arab unity 
should be based on peaceful 
means. 

Tbe communique said that 
democracy was crucial to 
attaining and achieving pan- 
Arab national security and 
sovereignty. 

During the final session of 
the conference. Dr. Kheir 
Eddine Hassib, director of the 
Beirut-based Arab Unity Stu- 
dies Centre, was reelected 
secretary general of foe confer- 
ence permanent secretariate. 

Elections for a new secre- 
tariate were also held Wednes- 
day. Twenty five members 
were chosen by secret ballot. 
They included: Dr. Wamid 


Nathmi (Lraq-who got highest 
□umber of votes). Mr. Maen 
Bashour (Lebanon), Mr. Issam 
Nouman (Lebanon). Mr. 
Hamad Farhan (Jordan), Mr. 
Man sour Kikhya (Libya), Mr. 
Jassem AI Katami (Kuwait), 
Mr. AJi Khalifeh AI Kawari 
(Qaiar), Dr. Assad Abdul 
Rahman (Palestine). Mr. 
Ahmad Sudqi Dajani (Pales- 
tine). Mr. Mohammad Faeq 
(Egypt), Mr. Deya'a Falaqi 
(Iraq), Mr. Mohammad Abed 
AI Jaberi (Morocco), Mr. 
Abdul Azziz Balgaziz (Moroc- 
co), • Mr. Talt’at Musaiim 
(Egypt), Ms. Muhsenah Taw- 
fiq (Egypt), Dr. Hisham Shar- 
abi (Palestine). Mr. Hussain 
Issa (Egypt), Mr. Taher Lab- 
bib (Tunisia). Mr. Mohammad 
AI Atrash (Syria). Mr. Masoud 
Al Shabi (Tunisia), Mr. Najah 
Waqeem (Lebanon). Mr. 
Abdul Kfaaleq Abdullah (Un- 
ited Arab Emirates), Mr. 
Mohammad Taher Al Adwani 
(Algeria), Mr. Ali Lutfi Al 
Thour (Yemen) and Mr. 
Rasoul Al Gaashi (Bahrain). 

Earlier in Tuesday’s after- 
noon session, participants 
stressed the significance of 
organising annual Arab youth 


camps as a means of enhancing 
pan-Arab awareness among 
Arab youth in particular and 
the Arab public in general. 

Mr. Maen Bashur. a 
Lebanese writer, and editor-in- 
chief of the Manaber journal in 
Lebanon, stressed in. his 
address the idea of integration 
between the national youth 
camp on the one band and the 
pan-Arab national conference 
on the other, describing the 
camp, which was founded in 
Lebanon in Sept. 1988, as an 
extension to foe concepts of 
the conference which grouped 
prominent persons involved in 
political issues pertaining to 
Arab unity. 

Mr. Bashour. then reviewed 
the objectives of the camp, 
which he said, served as a tool 
to deepen foe concept of in- 
volving the young generation 
in developing their country and 
orienting them on foe Arab 
World’s geographic, historical, 
political and cultural back- 
grounds. Such camps, he 
added, would instill in the 
youth foe spirit of national 
belonging and a longing to- 
wards the achievement of Arab 
unity. 


150,000 lulled in 
Gulf war — Greenpeace 


WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
than 150,000 people have died as 
a result of the war' with Iraq and 
at least 5 million have lost their 
homes or jobs, Greenpeace re- 
ported Wednesday. 

Between 5,000 and 15,000 Iraqi 
civilians died in aerial bombings, 
the environmental protection 
organisation estimated, basing its 
figures on interviews with inter- 
national relief workers, repor- 
ters, U.S. officials and news re- 
ports. 

Tbe civilian war deaths occur- 
red despite allied efforts to en- 
sure their actions were viewed as 
humane and moral and their use 
of precision “smart" weapons to 
pinpoint military targets, Green- 
peace said. 

Overall, allied actions “could 
be seen as paving foe way for 


positive new standards for huma- 
nitarian and military conduct,” 
foe authors of foe report said. 

“Iraq’s gross behaviour, parti- 
cularly its devastation of the natu- 
ral enviroment, serves as a sad 
contrast,” they added. 

The report — the first compre- 
hensive survey on the human and 
environmental toll of foe 43-day 
allied war against Iraq — esti- 
mated that: 

— 100.000 to 120.000 Iraqi 
troops died during the war. 

— 5,000 to 15,000 Iraqi civi- 
lians died during the war. 

— 2,000 to 5,000 Kuwaitis died 
during foe Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait and ensuing war. 

— 20.000 Iraqis died in the 
month-long civil war set off by 

(Continued on page 5) * 


Algerian police attack 
demonstrators with gas 


ALGIERS (R) — Police fired 
tear gas at demonstrators in the 
Algerian capital Wednesday, foe 
first such clash in five days of 
protests backing a general strike 
called by Islamic fundamentalists. 

Eyewitnesses said police 
opened fire with gas grenades in 
at least three areas of the capital 
to disperse demonstrators calling 
for an immediate Islamic state. 

Several thousand students had 
gathered outside Houari Boume- 
dienne University to support de- 
mands by the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) for changes in elec- 
toral laws. They say the laws, 
introduced last March, favour foe 
ruling National Liberation Front 
(FLN) in general elections due on 
June 27. 

The FIS called an indefinite 
strike from last Saturday in pro- 
test at foe laws and to press for 
President Chadli Benjedid to step 


down. 

After the police action, FIS 
leader Abassi Madani issued a 
statement urging his supporters 
not to respond to what he called 
“provocation." He told them to 
refuse to disperse on police 
orders and just to reply with 
verses from the Holy Koran. 

Last June, tbe FIS emerged as 
foe main opposition party after 
taking control of more than 50 
per cent of municipalities during 
foe first multiparty elections since 
Algerian independence in 1962. 
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Sudan asks for help to 


cope with Ethiopian influx 


KHARTOUM (R) — Impover- 
ished Sudan, struggling to keep 
its own people fed, appealed 
Wednesday for international re- 
lief aid for 13,000 Ethiopians who 
have taken refuge in eastern 
.Sudan and another 150,000 it said 
were on the way. 

The refugees, including some 
wounded soldiers and their fami- 
lies, flooded across the border 
after separate rebel groups took 
control of the neighbouring 
Ethiopian province of Eritrea and 
ousted the Marxist government in 
Addis Ababa. 

Sudan Radio quoted the com- 
missioner for refugees as saying 
the refugees were in urgent need 
of food aud medicine. He 
appealed to the international 
community and humanitarian 
groups to come to their aid, the 
radio said. 

The commissioner, retired bri- 
gadier Abdul Rahman Sir A1 
Khatim, said about 1,300 of the 
15,000 refugees already in eastern 
Sudan were soldiers. Some were 


wounded. He said 15,000 more 
Ethiopians were headed towards 
die border. 

Drought and civil war have 
ravaged both countries. 

Although Sudan’s military gov- 
ernment denies United Nations 
reports that 7.5 million Sudanese 
are feeing hunger, it concedes 
there is a “food gap” caused by 
drought, crop failures in the 
north and eight years of civil war 
in south Sudan. 

The radio said Sudan’s military 
ruler Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir had congratu- 
lated Ethiopian rebel leaders for 
their victories and praised the 
United States for brokering a 
peace agreement readied in Lon- 
don. 

The Tigrayan-led Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front (EPRDF) took pow- 
er in Addis Ababa after a dawn 
assault Tuesday, exactly a week 
after President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam was forced into exile. 

lie Eritrean Peoples Libera- 


tion Front (EPLF) gained full 
control of the Red Sea province 
of Eritrea last week, capturing, 
the provincial capital of Asmara 
and the port city of Asab as 
Mengistu’s army collapsed. 

Khartoum had long accused 
Mengistu's government of back- 
ing rebels of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) in a 
civil war in southern Sudan that 
has claimed 300,000 lives. Men- 
gistu in turn said Sudan sup- 
ported the Ethiopian rebels. 

Sudan Radio said Bashir Khad 
spoken by telephone with 
EPRDF leader Meles Zenawi 
and had also been in contact with 
EPLF leader Issaias Aferweki. 
Both rebel leaders were in Lon- 
don. 


“Bashir congratulated the 
EPRDF for its takeover of power 
in Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian 
capital, the EPLF for its libera- 
tion of Eritrea and the United 
States for brokering the London 
peace agreepient," the radio said. 


Vassiliou hopes for solution 
despite Turkish gains in Gulf warl 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Cypriot 
President George Vassiliou siaid 
Tuesday that he hopes President 
George Bush will push Turkey to 
end the division of Cyprus. 

“All the elements for a Cyprus 
solution are present,” Vassilou 
said in a speech to the National 
Press Club, adding several na- 
tions were pressing for reunifica- 
tion of the island divided since 
the Turkish invasion of 1974. 

He said Cyprus had yet to 
benefit from international 
changes under Bush's declared 
move to "a new world order.” 

“The last three years brought 
about major changes in the 
world, especially Eastern 
Europe.’’ Vassiliou said, “there 
has been progress and even re- 


solution of what appeared to be 
intractable problems such as 
Namibia, Afghanistan and many 
others.” 

He said Greek Cypriots were 
willing to meet all the demands of 
the Turkish Cypriots and would 
even accept a disproportionately 
large part of the island going to 
the Turkish community if agree- 
ment can be reached on a feder- 
ated republic. 

The problem was coming from 
new demands being made by the 
Turkish side, Vassiliou said. 

“Our side has taken all the 
necessary steps forward in order 
to meet the concerns of the Tur- 
kish Cypriot community,” he 
said. “If the real objective of 
Turkey is to safeguard the in- 


terests of the Turkish Cypriots, 
one cannot understand why it 
does not move forward in a posi- 
tive direction.” 

-Vassilio was asked whether - 
Bush could be expected to press- 
ure Turkey to move on the Cyp- 
rus issue in view of the favor foe 
Turkish government had won 
through its cooperation with foe 
anti-Iraq alliance during foe Gulf 
war. 


% “Our position has always been 
dear.” said vassiliou. “We be- 


lieve that solution of the 
-problem is to the benefit of every- 
body. Therefore, by president 
Bush trying to help us solve the 
problem, at the end of the day 
he’s also making a favor to Tur- 
key.” . 



Ali Akbar Velayati 


to Brazil 


Chief rabbi speaks out for Palestinians 


By Stephen Goodwin 

The Independent 


LONDON — The chief rabbi. 
Lord lakobovits, earlier this 
week demanded recognition of 
the Palestinians’ “legitimate 
aspirations” and denounced foe 
plight of Palestinian refugees as 
"a stain on humanity.” 

Though careful to avoid direct 
criticism of Israel, the chief rabbi 
condemned the “blinkered" and 
“self-destructive” approach to 
the Palestinian problem. 

His remarks, in an interview 
with the writer A.N. Wilson, 
appeared in the London Evening 
Standard under the banner head- 
line “Chief Rabbi Shames Israel” 
— an interpretation later dismis- 
sed by Lord Jakobovits’s office as 


an outrage. 

But foe tone of his interview 
was none the less condemnatory 
of the failure of Israel and Arab 
stares to seek an agreed settle- 
ment. “This is a stain on human- 
ity — people locked up in these 
wretched refugee camps for 40 
years. We ought not to wait until 
terrorists draw attention to this. 
We could enlist foe help of 
friendly Arabs. After all, there is 
no lack of wealth there. It ought 
to be possible to build secure lives 
for these people without thre- 
atening anyone. We cannot fore- 
ver dominate a million and a half 
Arabs, lord it over them.” 


too many preconditions on a Mid- 
dle East peace conference and 
“looking too carefully at the 
addresses” of the Palestinian rep- 
resentatives. 


Doughlas Hogg, minister of 
state at the Foreign Office, 
yesterday, warned against setting 


The inference behind Mr. 
Hogg’s warning was that Israel 
should be more flexible over 
whom it accepted as Palestinian 
representatives at the proposed 
conference. It should not exclude 
foe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation by barring those with 
address in Baghdad or Tunis. 

The minister told MPs during a • 
debate on British-Israeli relations 
that the Government was not 
telling Israel it must sit down with 
foe PLO. But the PLO was “a 
factor” in the area and had a role 
to play. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati headed a delegation to 
Brazil Wednesday amid a climate 
of political and diplomatic out- 
reaching by the Tehran govern- 
ment. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said 
Velayati was invited by his Brazi- 
lian counterpart, Francisco Re- 
zek, and would meet with Presi- 
dent Fern an co Collor De Mello 
and other officials during a two- 
day visit. 

Velayati met Tuesday evening 
with Japan's Foreign Minister 
Taro Nakayama who expensed 
interest in overall broadening of 
Iraniao-Japanese cooperation, 
especially in economic relations, 
IRNA reported. 

Nakayama. who arrived in 
Tehran Monday on a three-day 
visit, said a Japanese economic 
delegation would travel to Iran 
soon for talks with Iranian offi- 
cials, the agency said. 

’’Both sides described 
Nakayama's visit to Iran as a 
positive step towards bringing the 
two countries closer and voiced 
readiness to promote political, 
economic and cultural ties with 
respect to common interests of 
the two nations,” said IRNA, 
which is monitored in Nicosia. 

On Monday, President Hasfae- 
mi Rafsanjani opened an interna- 
tional conference of oil producers 
and consuming nations by saying 
Iran wanted to cooperate with 
other countries over oil “within 
the framework of an . overall 
undemanding void of political 
conflicts.” 

The statement marked a pat- 
tern of moves by Rafeanjani and 
other so-called pragmatists aimed 
at improving international ties. 

Iran bas moved steadily toward 
restoring relations with other 
Gulf countries and Western na- 
tions. Those relations were badly 
damaged by fallout from the Isla- 
mic revolution that swept the 
country 12 years ago and further 
strained by the 1980-88 Iran- Iraq 
war, which pitted Persian Iran 
against its Arab neighbours. 

The oil conference is foe first 
such gathering Iran has hosted in 
a decade. 


Tehran says 1 m Iraqi 
refugees still in Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Tehran said 
Tuesday that a million Iraqi re- 
fugees were still in Iran and only 
250,000 had returned home. 

More Shi’ite Muslims were ex- 
pected to flee to Iran because 
Baghdad was increasing the 
pressure on them, the Iranian 
News Agency (IRNA) quoted 
Ahmad Hosseini, an Interior 
Ministry official in charge of foe 
refugees, as saying. 

Hosseiui said Iran had over the 
past two months registered 
1,178,586 Iraqi refugees who 
crossed the border to escape re- 
prisal attacks by the Iraqi army 
following the collapse of twin 
post-Gulf war revolts in Iraq. 

Tehran Radio quoted Hosseini 
as saying some 100,000 also en- 
tered Iran without being reg- 
istered in the first rush of re- 
fugees. 

Most of the refugees were 
Kurds. Hundreds died of cold, 
hunger and disease on the jour- 
ney or were blown up by mines 
sown along the border during the 
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Hosseini said 900,000 were 
housed in 150.000 tents set op in 
68 refugee camps and some of the 
rest lived as guests in private 
homes. 

“The Iraqi refugees are free to 
return home ... liras far 250,000 
of them have returned,” IRNA 
quoted him as saying. 

The homeward trek began ear- 
ly in May when Western forces 


set up safety zones for Kurds in 
northern Iraq and Kurdish rebel 
leaders reported progress in 
autonomy talks with government 
officials in Baghdad. 

Iranian media have reported 
sporadic dashes with government 
troops in southern Iraq, where 
they say hundreds of thousands of 
ordinary people are hiding in 


marshes from foe army. 

i tea Hosseini 


Tehran Radio quote* 
as saying foreign assistance for 
foe refugees amounted to 24,000 
tonnes of snpplies flown in 
aboard 606 Sights .from 42 coun- 
tries and $10 miUion in cash, 
including a sfe-milfion-doUar che- 
que donated by the Japanese 
government Tuesday. 

Twelve* planeloads came from 
the United States, the official 
said, but Iran refused to take 
delivery of three which contained 
second-hand items. 

It also returned a shipment of 
nsed items sent from France, 
which ranged first among donors 
followed by Germany, Britain, 
Pakistan and Belgium, Hosseini 
said. 

Iran, which says it spends $15 
million a day for foe refugees, has 
.criticised foe West for sending 
more aid to Turkey which re- 
ceived half as many refugees on 
its frontier with Iraq. 

Hosseini said 441 German and 
130 Austrian troops were build- 
ing camps and hospitals in west- 
ern Iran for the refugees. 


Moderate Afghan rebels 
vow to exclude radicals 


PESK. .WAR, Pakistan (AP) — 
Moderate Muslim rebels fighting 
to topple Afghanistan’s 
communist-style government 
vowed Tuesday to exclude radical 
guerrillas in a post-war settle- 
ment 

Sibghatullah Mojaddidi, presi- 
dent of a rebel goverament-in- 
exile, told a news conference in 
this ragged border town that the 
radicals had support only in 
Pakistan. 

He also cautiously accepted a 
United Nations' peace plan but 
warned that Afghan president 
Najibullah and bis “communist 
friends” could not be part of a 
political solution to foe conflict. 

“No one is interested in power- 
sharing with Najib,” Mojaddidi 
said. 


The 13-year-old war has (tilled 
at least 1.5 million people. 
Another 5 million Afghans are 
refugees in Iran and Pakistan. 

He confirmed that a meeting of 
guerrilla leaders based in ban. 
and Pakistan would be held in 
Peshawar early next month to 
forge a transitional government 
in line with U.N. .Secretary 
General Javier Perez De Cuel- 
lar’s proposals. 

Perez De Cuellar’s peace plan 
also envisions a cease fire, elec- 
tions and eventually a broad-* 
based government sitting in 
Kabul. 

The transitional . government 
would represent all quarters of 
Afghan society and would steer 
the war-ravaged nation through 
elections. 


Turkish troops kill 12 rebel Kurds 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish secur- 
ity forces have killed 12 members 
of a Kurdish group fighting the 
Ankara government in two 
clashes in foe southeast, foe semi- 
official Anatolian news agency 
said Wednesday. 

Ten members of foe outlawed 
Marxist Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) were killed after rebels 
opened fire on a military patrol 
near the town of Pazarcik in 
Kahramanmaras Province I ate 


Tuesday, it said. 

Two other PKK guerrillas were 
killed in a dash m Zengok village 
in Mas province. 

The PKK has been fi ghting 
since 1984 for an independent 
state. Its aims go further than 
those of Iraq’s Kurdish minority, 
who are negotiating with Bagh- 
dad on autonomy within Iraq. 

More than 3,000 people, in- 
ducting civilians, have been killed 
in the seven-year PKK campaign.. 


Enthusiasm for Yemen unity fades in Aden 


By Mariam Isa 
Reuter 


ADEN — Enthusiasm for just 
year's merger between North and 
South Yemen is fading swiftly in 
what used to be the Arab World’s 
ultra-leftist capital. 

Many in the southern capital 
say they are relieved to have 
shaken off more than two de- 
cades of Marxist rule that turned 
the once bustling port of Aden 
into a neglected backwater after 
independence in 1967. 

But their hopes of a quick 
transformation to a prosperous 
market economy have been 
dashed. 

Rocketing prices have far out- 
stripped salary increases since 
subsidies were lifted after the 
merger with conservative North 
Yemen in May 1990. 


Top officials have moved to the 
northern capital, Sanaa,, foe seat 
of government in the merged 
state. Power bas not been dele- 
gated to their representatives in 
Aden, making it impossible for 
them to make decisions. 

Lawyers say promises of the 
return of businesses and property 
confiscated under socialism have 
not been fulfilled. 

And entrepreneurs are still 
waiting for laws intended to 
attract foreign investment and 
restore Aden's former status as a 
free-trade zone. 

“Unity as far as the southern 
province is concerned bas 
worsened our position.” said 
lawyer Sheikh Tariq Abdullah. 


matters wDl be decided in Sanaa 
and large numbers have been 
compelled to travel there for pet- 
ty complaints,” he told Reuters. 

Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh and senior officials 
travelled to Aden Sunday to dis- 
cuss some of the problems. 
Southern representatives say the 
talks are still going on. 

“Before the merger, we 
dreamed of seeing more consum- 
er goods on our shelves. Now, 
they are there, but people don’t 
have the money to buy them,” 
businessman Ali Ahmed said. 


Eyebrows shoot up when 
North Yemeni youths, who see 
-their weapons as a symbolic mark 
of manhood, stroll through hotel 
lobbies brandishing daggers or 
kalashnikov rifles. 


“People are generally happy 
of being one coun- 


with foe idea 
try but there is big disappoint- 
ment. We are being openly told 


Many southerners — influ- 
enced by British colonisers, 
socialism, and African and Indian 
immigrants — have also been 
taken aback by an influx of tribal 
northerners since border restric- 
tions were lifted late in 1989. 


Most women in Aden, who 
were less restricted by Islamic 
orthodoxy than those in the 
north, now cover up with heads- 
carves or even veils to avoid 
being harassed by men travelling 
from the north to drink and meet 
prostitutes at seedy nightclubs. 

Officials say there are no plans 
to ban imports of alcohol in 
Aden, as in the north. But the 
town’s government-owned brew- 
ery, the only one in the Arabian 
peninsula, has been ordered to 
produce non-alcoholic malt be- 
verage instead of beer. 

Newspapers in the south are 


now free to publish whatever they 
like. 

However, thefts and kidnap- 
pings, unheard of under the 
tough socialist security system, 
are now reported. 

“Unity was a good idea but 
many people from the north are 
pot cmiised," teacher Issam Ibra- 
him said. 


wealthy Gulf Arab states — the 
main aid dooms for both Yemens 
— froze assistance in retaliation 
for Sa naa ’s sympathy for Iraq 
during foe Gulf crisis. 


Voicing another widespread 
complaint. Sheikh Abdullah said 
northern officials were not learn- 
ing from a better civil service in 
the south. Instead, many south- 
ern officials were becoming more 
corrupt and inefficient, he said. 

“We never imagined things 
could get worse. But administra- 
tion scents to have completely 
fallen to pieces.” 

Diplomats stud the south was 
hit harder than the north when 


Although donors promised to 
complete some development pro- 
jects under construction, work on 
a new hospital and housing dis- 
trict was almost at a standstill, 
they said. 

But many people interviewed 
in the street back foe merger, 
which ended three centuries of 
separation. 

“Yes, prices are going up but 
we have won something which is 
emotionally satisfying,” shop- 
keeper Mohammad Abdullah 
said. 

“We are one family and one 
people. This is foe main gain.” 


MIDDLE 
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riance wants Syrian withdrawal from 


PARIS (R) — France is to call tor a 

from Lebanon and free elections there, French Presdent Francois 
Mitterrand’s chief spokesman said Wednesday- CnitmeJ^nonx 
Jack Ta "p. foe official government spokesman, quoted Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas as telling the weekly meeting oTfte 
French cabinet. “France intends, according to the new- treaty 
(between Syria and Lebanon), to ask that Syria agrees Tp 
withdraw its forces now occupying part of Lebanon’s termory^i 
that free elections be held.'’ France ruled both Syria arid Leban on 
between foe two world ware under a. League of Natiore.maridate^ 
and has remained closely tied to Lebanon’s once-dommant 


Om^rinn Mam nite comnmirity. The French government state- 
ment came a week after Syria and Lebanon’s pro-Syrian cabinet 
signed a treaty to hannonisejhe future po&des-of Bebat jnft 
Syria.' 


‘Israel- Lebanon border heating up’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — More conflicts axe likely along foe 
Lebanese-Xsraeii bolder as a_ result of Syria’s increased influence 
in Lebanon, a senior Israeli official said Tuesday. . “I have no 
doubt in my mind that our problems along om: tender in foe north 
wiU become more acute,” saklUri Lubrani, foe defence ministry’s 
adviser cm Lebanon policy. “We see a slow movement and 
deployment of Hcboflah in areas in which, it had cfiffictihy to 
deploy itself in the past,” he said. HxzboUah are SbSte Muslim 
fundamentalists. “The Palestinians are also regrouping and from 
time to time we meet them on the border or within the confines of 
foe security zone,” said Lubrani, referring , to the southern 
Lebanon border zone Israel controls as a b uffer a gainst guerrilla 
attacks. “I have a notion that it wifi take some trine before wc see 
actual action,” Lubrani told a news conference. “But I hare no 

doubt in my mind that there wffl be action and we wHI have to rie«l 
with it” 


U.N. to examine war damage in Iran 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The United Nations 

Tuesday it would send a small team to Iran to investigate damages 
inflicted by Iraq during their eight-year war which ended with a 
ceasefire in August 1988- The unusual move was foe result of a 
request from Iran, which, was concerned that aH clausu m 
Security Council Resolution 598, adopted in July 1987, be 
fulfilled. This resolution called for ceasefire and spelled out terms 
for a peace settlement, which included placing blame to foe w ar 
and assessing damages on both sides of the Iran-Iraq frontier. 
Diplomats said the request was a bit embarrassing for Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, who wanted to display even- 
handedness towards Iraq on this issue. Iraq has not requested a 
similar mission. Examining d a ma ge from the internal confli ct m 

Iraq after the heavy allied bombing daring foe Gulf war would be 
impracticable, it said. 


Dutch troops to leave northern Iraq 


THE HAGUE (R) — ■ One thousand Dutch troops stationed in 
northern Iraq will return home within a month, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman said Tuesday. Defence Minister Retus Ter 
Beek took the decision after with his fellow NATO 

defence ministers in Brussels, she said. The 600 ground troops 
and 400 marines are part of a 22,000-strong force from 12 
countries which entered Iraq last month to safeguard the return of 
Kurdish refugees. All but 80,000 of the half million Kurds who 
fled to the mountains of the Iraq-TurVrish border region have 
returned home, encouraged by foe presence of foreign troops, 
and the allies are keen to pull their men out. The allies hope their 
task will be taken over by United Nations security guards, the first 
of whom moved into foe Iraqi provincial capital of Dofauk a week 
ago. Some 450 wfll eventually be deployed throughout Iraq under 
post-Gulf war arrangements. 


Killer of Arabs wins in Barbell computer game 


TEL AVIV (R) — Two members of parliament called on Tuesday 
for a debate about a computer game in which the player who kills 
the most Arabs wins. Army radio said the existence of the game 
was disclosed by MPs Avraham Burg and Sbevach Weiss of foe 
opposition Labour Party. Burg said he received a letter from 
computer buffs telling him disks containing the anti-Arab game 
were being widely distributed in Israel. Anti-Arab sentiment 
among Israelis has risen during foe 41-month-long Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied territories, especially after a recent spate 
of stabbing attacks on Jews. 


Iranian firefighters in Kuwait 


ISFAHAN, Iran (AP) — Iranian firefighters have beeen con- 
tracted by the Kuwaiti government to put out 60 during oil wells, 
Iranian Oil Minister Gholamreza Aqazadeh said. Speaking to 
reporters at an oil conference here. Aqazadeh said Tuesday night 
that the contract would be worth about $100 million and the work 
would take about six months. Aqazadeh, made a similar 
announcement two weeks ago. At foe time, Kuwaiti officials 
denied a contract had been finalised. So far, UJS. firms have 
dominated foe effort to put out about 600 oil well fires that were 
set by Iraqi troops before they ended their seven-month occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. Kuwaiti Oil Minister Hamoud Ruqbah told the 
Isfahan conference Monday that about 130 fires bad already been 
extinguished. Aqazadeh said Iran gained its expertise in firefight- 
ing in the 1980-1988 war against Iraq, when Iraqi and U.S. forces 
damaged a number of its onshore and offshore oil installations. 


Kuwait to return the 65,000 Bangladeshis 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Prime Minister Khaleda Zia of Bang- 
ladesh has said that Kuwait is willing to allow the return of 65,000 
Bangladeshis to the emirate. Mis. Zia told reporters late Tuesday 
that Kuwait’s emir, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, assured 
her the emirate would take back the Bangladeshis, who fled 
following Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion. There was no immediate 
comment by Kuwaiti authorities. The decision, if allowed through 
with foe actual issuing of visas, would be a boon to improverished 
Bangladesh because it would mean an increase in hard-currency 
remittances sent home from oil-rich Gulf nations. It also would 
indicate a possible shift by Kuwaiti authorities, which so far have 
not indicated a willingness to allow the return of huge numbers of 
foreign workers. 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology, 


It will be partly doody and winds 
will be northwesterly moderate to 
fresh. In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate to fresh and seas cairn. 


MiaAnax. temp. 

Amman 11/25 

Aqaba - 19/34 

Dcscra 13/30 

Jordan Valley 17/32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 24. Aqaba 32- Humidity readings: 
Amman 48 per cent, Aqaba 21 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Adsan Al Zughoul 898140 

Dr. MufecdTaonous 884480 

Dr. Ahxnad Al Daqea 676473 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mafafouz 793344 

Kras pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

NairanU) pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 


Yacoub pharmacy 

644945 

Sbracisam pharmacy .... 

637660 

DtBlZh 

Dr. Ah Sa toman 

(— ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy ... 

(275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akran Haddad 

(— 1 

Khalifcfa pharmacy 



EMERGENCIES 


637111 

.661111 


Food Control Centre 

Civil Defence Department . 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621 111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bask 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and S e w erag e 


Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints — 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Cafe 010230 

Central Amman T e l ep hon e 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tefevnion - 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 8J5615 
Electric Power 

Company 6 3638 1 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81311302 

Khalkfi Maternity. J. Amu ... 644281/6 
AkOch Maternity. J. Aran — 642441 G 

J aba) Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ............... 636140 


Palestine, Sbmctsani 664171/4 

Sfameinw Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

ItaSan. AJ-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashraficfa 775111/26 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

OnocaAfia Hospital 602240-50 

Amal Hospital _ 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaraa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 109)991071 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

DUUD: 

ft lnc m Basma Hospital .. (02) 27555 5 
Greek Cathode Hospital (02) 272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 

L/npei/kmer price in fib per kg. 

Apple 550 / 500 

Banana .500/450 


Banana (Mukammar) ........ 450 / 400 

Beans .. 600 / 500 

Broad beans 480 / 400 

Cabbage 140 / 100 

Carrot,. 200/150 

Cauliflower 180 / 120 

CucunSbere (large) 130/90 

Cucumbers (smaB) 240 / 200 

Eggplant 350/280 

Garfie 450 / 400 

L«non 320/280 

Lettuce (per one) 150/100 

Marrow (large) 140/ 80 

Marrow (small) 280/160 

Onion (dry) 160 / 120 

Onion (green) 170/120 

Orange.... 350/200 

Pepper (bat) 240/200 

Pepper (sweet) 240/200 

Potato 280/220 

Mah ISO / 100 

S*ge 450/350 

Sweet melon 300/250 

Tomatoes 220 / 150 

'Watermelon 300 / ISO 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This mljprmatioB & supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia folcmationaf 


Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where fe 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 


10:15 New Delhi l 

, 17:30 Riyadh I 

17^8 London (RJ) 

17s4S ..Cairo I 

18*9 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
2fc59 Tunis, Tripoli { 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 


14*5 


Bahrain 
Cairo 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal (1) 


12*0 

13*0 


13?45 


05:15 


28-JO 

73eS9 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:45 Kuala Lumper. Singapore (Wj 

Other Flights (Terminal (1) 

MsS» 



2*55 


Cairo | 
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Princess Basma 
Inaugurates school in 

camp 

also visited a handicraft exhibi- 
tion at the school. 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by Director of the 
Palestinian Affairs Department 
at the Foreign Ministry Ahmad 
Qatanani, several officials and 
Parliament members, the 
Japanese ambassador to Jordan 
and dozens from the camp. 

For the purpose of improving 
the conditions of education for 
Palestine refugee children, the 
Japanese government funded 
another half a million dollars for 
constructing a similar school 
building for boys at Jerash camp, 
which has been used since Octo- 
ber 1988. 


. JERASH (Petra) — Her Royal 
flightless Princess Basma opened 
: Wednesday a United Nations Re- 
■ Bef and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) school for girls in Jerash 
refugee camp. 

->JHw school, financed by the 
Japanese government with half a 
.. ; millions dollars, includes 18 das- 
: srooms, three administrative 
i offices, an activities room, a 
laboratory and a library. The 
school, which consists of three 
-.-'floors, is expected to provide 
base education for 1.580 stu- 
r 'dents. 

.--y Princess Basma toured the 
school and met with teachers and 
students. Her Royal Highness 


> APU calls for end 
to differences, unity 




AMMAN (Petra) — An Arab 
Parliamentary Union (APU) 
meeting which has just ended in 
Tripoli, Libya, discussed matters 
related to the bngoing efforts to 
unify Arab ranks and end differ- 
ences among Arab countries, 
according to Speaker of the Low- 
er House of Parliament Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat. 

Dr. Arabiyat, who took part in 
the week-long discussions, said 
that heads of the Arab parliamen- 
tary delegation also held side 
meetings which were characte- 
rised by frankness and objectiv- 
ity. 

“They laid stress on the need 
for the Arab parliamentarians to 
help end differences among the 
Arab states and work in concert 
to attain common Arab goals,'’ 
he said. 

- Addressing a press conference 


in Amman, Dr. Arabiyat said 
that parliamentarians exerted 
strenuous efforts to come up with 
positive results, which, he said, 
would have their beneficial im- 
pact on inter-Arab relations. 

Dr. Arabiyat said that the de- 
legation members had empha- 
sised the need to end differences 
and issued resolutions designed 
to stimulate the role of Arab 
League towards achieving unity 
among Arab states. 

According to Dr. Arabiyat, the 
various delegations underlined 
the need to safeguard the 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity of Iraq, in wake of the 
Gulf war, and that of Lebanon. 
He said that the APU voiced 
support for the Palestinian intifa- 
da and expressed backing for any 
moves'to stop-, the immigration of 
Jews into Palestinian territory. 




Arab ministers of 
culture meet in Cairo 




AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in the eighth Arab 
nrinisteis of culture meeting due 
to open at the Arab League in 
Cairo Saturday under the theme 
"Arab children's culture," and it 
will be represented at the. meer- 
ings tiy Minister of Culture and 
Youth Dr. Kbaled Karaki. 

The ministers are scheduled to 
review the implementation of 
their own resolutions passed at 
the previous meeting and to dis- 
cuss the implementation of a 
number of pan-Arab cultural 
programmes in the Arab World, 
Dr. Karaki said in a statement 
here Wednesday. 

The minster said that the meet- 
ing would also conduct a review 
of other cultural programmes, 
being implemented jointly in 
Arab countries, including the 
publication of a series of books 
on Arab art and the Arab press 
encyclopaedia, and will discuss 
the work of the Arab centre for 


translation and publication as 
well as the various cultural pro- 
jects undertaken by the Arab 
League Educational. Cultural 
and Scientific Organisation 
(ALECSO). 

Dr. Karaki is accompanied to 
the meeting by a three-member 
team from his ministry. 

The seventh Arab ministers of 
culture meeting was held in 
Rabat last year when several re- 
solutions and recommendations 
pertaining to culture were passed. 

One of these was a decision to 
honour distinguished and creative 
writers and artists and the conclu- 
sion of an agreement to provide 
protection for the works of Arab 
authors and artists. 

The Rabat meeting reviewed 
the general cultural situation in 
the Israeli-held Arab territories 
and the prospect of Arab coun- 
tries carrying out projects in the 
occupied lands. 
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Traffic law updated 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian drivers 
risk having their driving li- 
cences revokedfbr life should 
they commit a certain number 
of serious traffic violations 
punishable by law, in accord- 
ance with a danse in the new 
traffic law being drawn up by 
the. Ministry of Interior. 

. The director of traffic at the 
Ministry of Interior, Issa 
Mahmoud, said that the new 
law was an ypHateH version of 
the traffic - law number . 14 
which needed -certain additions 
in order to make it dearer. 

“To ensure "better enforce- 
ment of safety measures on the 
road we must adjust certain 
da uses so that they indude 
certain stipulations that were 
not previously clarified,” Mr. 
Mahmoud said. 

" One snefa update is the new 


clause that states that traffic 
violations by each driver are 
counted each year. If these 
violations and traffic related 
fines exceed a certain number 
the driving licence is revoked 
for life. 

According to Mr. 
Mahmoud, the decision to re- 
voke a driver’s licence will 
depend on the actual severity 
of traffic offences, how poten- 
tially dangerous they are as 
well as their frequency. 

He said that the licence may 
also be revoked temporarily in 
certain situations. 

Informed sources at the 
Ministry of Interior said that 
the actual Limit of the traffit 
tickets has dot yet been stated 
as this particular update on the 
traffic law is still in the study- 
ing stage and must go through 
certain steps in the legislation 
office before the final decision 
to incorporate it in the law is 
made. 


QaJlers complain of 

weak lines with Kuwait 
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HAN (.LT.)— One day after 
toe liiiks were restore be- 
lt Jordan and 

LbieakofneariylOmo^ 

b reported very weak toes 
e calls to or received cafls 

rXowalt said that the hws 

i so weak that they oould 
ly tor some' of the words at 
other end. 

decommunications Gorpora- 

/mn Director Mohammad 

hed Ismail Tuesday 
mooed that the telephone 


hues were working again, and 
that callers should dial 0132 to get 
connected to the international 
(faffing switchboard which in turn 
would make the link with Kuwait. 

Mr. Ismail said that there were 
great numbers of people waiting 
to make calls and the TCC was 
making the service available at 
tbe rate of 83 cafls per hour, 
expected to increase over die 
coming few days. 

Since Iraq’s occupation of 
Kuwait last August, there had 
been no telephone finks with the 
emirate. 


» 

Prince Hassan pledges continued 
support for Palestinian cause 


LONDON (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
said here Tuesday nigh! that Jor- 
dan would continue to extend 
support to the Palestinian peo- 
ple's quest to ensure their right to 
self-determination. 

Addressing an annual dinner 
held by the London-based Medic- 
al Aid for Palestinians (MAP), 
Prince Hassan urged all non- 
governmental organisations and 
concerned institutions to exert 
efforts towards ensuring visits, to 
die Israeli-held Arab lands, by 
U.N. organisations and fact- 
finding missions in order to ex- 
amine the conditions of the 
Palestinian people suffering 
under occupation. 

Prince Hassan expressed con- 
cern over the Middle East situa- 
tion and stressed the need “for 
trans-national efforts and com- 
mitments to peace through a con- 



ference that would address issues 
in terms of politics where people 
matter.” 


The Crown Prince underlined 
the need for a peace conference 
as soon as possible, noting that 65 
per cent of the total area of the 
occupied territories has now- 
come under direct Israeli control 
at a time when Israeli expansion- 
ist policies were continuing un- 
abated at the rate of 300 dunums 
a day. 

Prince Hassan called for con- 
tinued support for MAP which 
seeks to provide assistance to the 
repressed Palestinian people. 

Present at the dinner, which 
was held at the "Grosvenor 
House” Hotel in London was Her 
Royal- Highness Princess Sarvath 
and Princess Sumayyah Al Has- 
san. Also present were Prince 
Talal Ben Mohammad, Jordan's 
ambassador to the United King- 
dom. Minister of State Douglas 1 
Hogg and other officials as well as 
MAP’s board members. 


International women in 
Jordan help the needy 


By Nor Sail 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One passerby 
commented one day that “Jor- 
dan is kind and generous. We 
help countries in need but I do 
not see us putting the same 
effort to help ourselves.” 

The passerby was not alone 
in thinking that. A Local Sup- 
port Group, whose committee 
of eight, and around 45 mem- 
bers are made up of interna- 
tional women, decided, after 
continuous mornings of meet- 
ings during the Gulf war, to 
devote their time towards help- 
ing the needy in Jordan. Con- 
cerned over die plight of needy 
and desperate Jordanian fami- 
lies, who were innocent victims 
of the Gulf war, the group 
decided to “help in whatever 
way we could.” 

■ As Marie Atalla an Irish 
married to a Jordanian, 
pointed out, “we are not sup- 
ported by any other societies, 
we are keeping it a small group 
of concerned ladies.” What is 
being done,” Marie Shtieh, 
another Irish added, “is a drop 
in the ocean. But the fact that 
we are able to help some peo- 
ple makes us feel good.” 
Since February 1991, when 
the group began its welfare 
work, the women have helped 
75 families through the Fran- 
ciscan sisters who work in Mar- 
ks and Zarka. The Local Sup- 
port Group's report stated that 
“most of these families num- 
bered between seven to ten 
children and parents. Twenty 
five of tbe families have as 
many as 18 members in one 
household.” The report ex- 
plains that the families are 


without any form of income, 
“mostly because of illness or 
deformity of the father or both 
parents. 

The group is able to donate 
staple food, tinned food, cash 
and clothing, according to Mrs. 
Shtieh. In Beqaa camp around 
25 families were helped. The 
group also donated to a family 
in Bayader Wadi Seer and to 
Abu Majeed, a bus driver. 

The report said that Abu 
Majeed is a widower who sup- 
ports 13 children, six of his 
own and seven of his brother's 
who is imprisoned in the West 
Bank. “He is the only one who 
works because his brother’s 
wife and his old parents are in 
ill health,” the report said. 
“We have been able to help 
Abu Majeed's family by giving 
blankets and clothing, fresh 
fruits, vegetables,” Mrs. Atalla 
said. 

Mrs. Shtieh said that there 
are very many areas and very 
many families in need of help. 
“People should realise that 
there is . a problem at their 
doorstep.” 

The committee members 
agreed saying that more and 
more people were realising 
that now. Shortly after the 
Gulf war, according to Mrs. 
Atalla, the support given to the 
group dropp«!. “Now, that 
support is picking up again as 
people realise many citizens 
are in dire need.” 

One of the bigger projects is 
in Jiza, just outside Queen 
Alia International Airport. 
The group is exploring the 
possibility of embarking on a 
sanitation project for the camp 
of Ziziyah which houses some 
7,500 displaced refugees from 


the West Bank. The group is 
also trying to gather donations 
for the Ziziyah Girts School of 
700 children. “They need pen- 
cils, books and story books,” 
Mis. Atalla said. 

The committee members vi- 
sited Ziziyah camp recently. 
“We saw a very crowded 
school and sanitation is badly 
needed. Although the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) is helping, 
there are still 22 needy fami- 
lies.” Mrs. Shtieh pointed out. 

The committee has re- 
quested donations, in-kind, for 
staple food and clothing, but 
they also received a total 
amount of JD 571,250, the 
report stated. 

“This enabled us to purchase 
basic foodstuffs such as rice, 
sugar, tea, lentils and cracked 
wheat,” one member said. The 
group also obtained wool 
which was used to make blank- 
ets for children. “These were 
donated to the Franciscan sis- 
ters for their infant program- 
me,” the report said. 

Weekly collections of tinned 
and staple food have been dis- 
tributed to needy families 
through the Promise Welfare 
Society, the Queen Alia Jor- 
dan Sexual Welfare Fund, for 
tbe people of Sadaqa Village, 
in die south, and the Islamic 
Women’s Department at the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Reli- 
gious Affairs, according to 
Mrs. Atalla. 

“Our next project now is to 
raise funds and push foreward 
for a pressure group to keep 
the Jordanian people aware of 
how much poverty there is in 
the country,” Mis. Shtieh said. 


Higher Court of Justice rejects 
case against Interior Ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
Court of Justice has rejected a 
court case filed by Kifaya Nimr 
Issa against Interior Minister 
Salem Masaadeh for denying her 
permission to enter the country. 

The court's decision was taken 
at a court session, headed by 
Judge Zubeir Al Kayed and 
attended by judges Fahd Abu Al 
Etiun and Jamti Haddadin. 

Ms. Kifaya ’5 advocate had ear- 
lier contested tbe minister's deci- 
sion saying that it was in violation 
of the law, and securing him of 
abusing the authorities entrusted 
to him. She demanded that the 
case be recognised and discussed 
charging the minister all fees in- 
volved in this case, including the 
advocate’s fees. 

However the court, having lis- 
tened to the statements and evi- 


dence of both the claimant’s 
advocate and the defendant's rep- 
resentative, decided to reject the 
coart case and to declare that the 
claimant pay all fees and charges. 

In his proceedings before the 
court, the assistant prosecutor 
general for administration, who 
represented the minister, said 
that the claimant was living out- 
side Jordan, and that she had 
produced a Yemeni travel docu- 
ment upon arriving at Queen Alia 
International Airport from Syria. 

He added that she was held at 
the airport until she could get a 
visa to enter Jordan. A petition 
was addressed, through her 
brother to the minister, request- 
ing entry permission. Having ex- 
amined the petition, it was found 
that she did not hold a Jordanian 
nationality and was not in posses- 


sion of a Jordanian passport. 

“We found out that she was in 
possession of a Yemeni travel 
document. Following consultation 
with the administrative author- 
ities concerned, it was decided 
thar her request for entry into 
Jordan be rejected,” the official 
said. Whereas permission to en- 
ter the country is left to the 
administration to decide on, tak- 
ing into account the country’s 
public interest, such administra- 
tive authorities have the right to 
deny the entry permission if such 
denial was justified. 

Since the petitioner failed to 
present any valid evidence, cited 
for contesting the validity of the 
court’s decision, the contesting of 
the court's decision was in this 
case invalid, and the petition was 
consequently rejected. 


JMA elects new president 


'AMMAN — The Jordan Medical 
Association (JMA) will Friday 
elect a new president; two candi- 
dates are running for the post: 
Hassan Khreis and Ishaq Mara- 
qa, and predictions indicate that 
up to 2,000 doctors will cast 
votes. 

To daze, 3,400 doctors and 
specialists have registered to vote 
in the election out of an original 
number of 9,000 JMA members. 

Dr. Khreis, who is running for 
the post of presidency for the fifth 
time, represents the Democratic 
Alliance Bloc, while Dr. Ishaq 
Maraqa, who represents die Isla- 
mic movement, is running for the 
post for tbe first time. 

On the eve of the elections. Dr. 
Khreis said in a statement that 
the JMA board was faced with 
numerous problems, notably un- 


employment among the doctors, 
and that poor health services 
were offered, an issue which 
should be tackled by the associa- 
tion. 

Dr. Ishaq Maraqa said he 
would »y to keep JMA free from 
political parties' influences and 
pressures, and would deal with 


the adverse effects some doctors 
had sustained as a result of the 
application of rules imposed by 
the Jordan Medical Board. 

The president would succeed 
Dr. Mamdouh Abbadt who had 
assumed the post for two con- 
secutive terms, each lasting two 
years. 


O'TMiM n 

rNilLTClO™ FOLLOW-UP MEETING 

Goethe-lnslitute, Ammun Club and GTZ cordially invite all 
graduates of German speaking universities and institu- 
tions for a reception on Monday 3rd of June at 7 p.m. in 
the garden of the Goethe-lnstitute. 

Please accept this as an invitation! 
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Workshop stresses role of media in spreading 


awareness about environment 


Seminar reviews environmental 
issues, demands pollution contrd 


AMMAN (J.T. I — The Jordan 
Society for the Control of En- 
vironmental Pollution (JSCEP) 
opened a two-day workshop 
Wednesday to review matters re- 
lated ro the protection of the 
environment from pollution, and 
prominent participants presented 
working papers demanding stric- 
ter control over sources of pollu- 
tion and giving details about the 
damage that could be caused to 
the environment and the public 
health. 

Former Prime Minister, and 
society President Ahmad 
Obeidat. who delivered tbe open- 
ing address, said that the pollu- 
tion problem had become one of 
the major problems of the mod- 
ern age because it has direct 
impact on people’s lives. 

“The society was seeking to 
implement policies and apply reg- 
ulations designed to protea Jor- 
dan’s environment within the 
framework of a national strategy 
to fight pollution.” Mr. Obeidar' 
said. 

He said that the society was 
embarking on a programme de- 
signed to spread awareness 
among members of the public 
about the need to protect the 
environment and would seek to 
exchange information and exper- 
tise with other specialised orga- 
nisations in the world to achieve 
that goal. 

This workshop is being held 
under the title of “the environ- 


ment and the media” in order to 
underline the role which the 
media can play in spreading 
awareness amid the public. Mr. 
Obeidat said. 

The first lecture was delivered 
by Dr. Sufi an Al Tal. a society 
member, who tackled changes 
affecting the world’s climate and 
water resources and attributed 
the changes to man’s various acti- 
vities. including fire in forests and 
the increase of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere. 

Dr. Tal referred to tbe pollu- 
tion of the world's water re- 
sources and said that nearly 1.7 
billion people in the world lacked 
drinking water. He also said that 
major cities of the world were 
facing mounting environmental 
problems in view of the growing 
population and the migration of 
people from rural to urban re- 
gions. 

He said Jordan was facing the 
problem of desertification and 
drought, which, over the past few 
years, completely destroyed 80 
per cent of the pasture lands and 
60 per cent of the lands that 
depended on rain water. 

Dr. Mohammad Sabbarini. 
from Yarmouk University, pre- 
sented a working paper that tack- 
led the relation between educa- 
tion and protecting the environ- 
ment and referred to a 1972 
international conference held in 
Sweden which emphasised the 
importance of scientific research 


in safeguarding rhe environment. 

Dr. Sabbarini 's paper also re- 
ferred to the series of Arab meet- 
ings dedicated to the protection 
of the environment, with the last 
one in Tunis in 1987 calling on 
Arab states to assign awards to 
the media for any distinguished 
work in the field of informing and 
helping spread awareness about 
the environment. 

Dr. Elias SaJameh. from the 
University of Jordan, submitted a 
paper on the water situation in 
Jordan. 

Surface and underground wa- 
ter resources in Jordan face con- 
tamination largely as a result of 
unorthodox means of disposing of 
waste, said the paper. Dr. 
Salameh called for the employ- 
ment of modern technology to 
deal with the problem of water 
pollution. 

Another paper, from the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, was presented 
by Dr. Anwar Al Banikhi who 
said that the total amount of rain 
water falling on Jordan annually 
did not exceed eight billion cubic 
metres, bur most of this water is 
wasted and only 0.4 per cent of 
the underground water is used for 
drinking, irrigation and industry. 

The researcher presented ideas 
by which tbe falling water could 
to trapped to suffice the country's 
needs which now stand at 815 
million cubic metres annually. 

Society officials said more pap- 
ers would be reviewed Thursday. 


Registration for state awards starts 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Culture and Youth Khaled Kara- 
ki announced Wednesday that 
the door was open for candidates 
wishing to be nominated for the 
state meritorial and encourage- 
ment awards, for the current year, 
after the conditions for the 
nominations to these awards 
underwent essential changes. 

At a press conference held at Al 
Hussein Youth City Dr. Karaki 
said nominations for the awards 
would j as of this year, start 
during the Kingdom’s celebra- 
tions of the Independence Day, 
marked on May 25, instead of the 
beginning of each year as it used 
to be. 

Dr. Karaki reviewed the 
amendments to the regulations 
and instructions regarding the 
awards. 

The amendments give the 


Ministry of Culture the right to 
define a certain subject within the 
field of the award in order to 
facilitate the assessment process. 

The encouragement awards. 
Dr. Karaki said, were reduced to 
four from seven. 

According to the minister, the 
subjects of the meritorial awards 
will be: Sciences: agricultural sci- 
ences in Jordan. Literature: 
Literature in general. Social Sci- 
ences: studies in the Islamic Arab 
history. Arts: Plastic arts. 

The subjects of the state en- 
couragement awards will be: 
Literature: short story. Social sci- 
ences: economy and development 
in Jordan. Arts: traditional arts. 
Sciences: medical sciences. 

Winners of the state meritorial 
awards will be given JD 10.00U 
while winners of the encourage- 


ment awards will be given JD 
5,000. 

Candidates for the awards 
should be Jordanians. However. 
non-Jordanians who have works 
on Jordan, or their work is of 
value to Jordan, can be nomin- 
ated for the awards. 

According to the awards reg- 
ulations. the minister should form 
an assessing committee, special- 
ised in each of the awards fields, 
to evaluate the works presented 
to it. Tbe committee's final re- 
sults will be submitted to the 
ministry at a time to be defined 
by the minister each year. 

Dr. Karaki reviewed at die 
press conference the cultural 
situation in Jordan and the role of 
the Ministry of Culture in de- 
veloping this field in a way that 
suits the democratisation process. 


RJ denies going public 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The national 
air carrier Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Wednesday denied as groundless 
reports that the airline was hold- 
ing contacts to reach a deal with 
Air France, or other foreign air- 
lines, with the purpose of enlist- 
ing their participation in the air- 
line's capital once it has been 
transformed into a public share 
holding company. 

In 1988, RJ prepared a feasibil- 
ity study, in cooperation with a 
major international firm, over the 
possibility of transforming tbe 


national airline into a public 
share holding company an RJ 
statement said. 

Tbe statement said that the 
study had long been postponed in 
view of the political and econo- 
mic events of the past year. 

Denying the conclusion of any 
deal with any firm over the trans- 
formation process, the statement 
said that RJ had embarked on 
studies of new programmes for its 
operations, employing its modem 
fleet of aircraft. 


The statement said that RJ was 
also studying proper means of 
erasing all adverse traces of the 
Gulf crisis on tbe national 2 iiiine 
so that RJ would once again 
assume its former status among 
world airlines. 

A I Ra’i Arabic daily had earlier 
reported that RJ was in the pro- 
cess of being transformed into a 
public share-holding company, 
with the state holding 51 per cent 
of its shares. 


Foreign Ministry admits to embezzlement case 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The foreign 
Ministry Wednesday published a 
statement clarifying a case raised 
by the local daily AJ Dostour 
about financial frauds at the 
Foreign Ministry, admitting there 
was tampering with official docu- 
ments pertaining to per diems for 
officials assigned to work at the 
United Nations. 

The ministry statement, which 
was also published by Al Dus- 


tour, admitted thaf a ministry 
employee responsible for the act 
was already identified, but had 
secretly left the country soon 
after the discovery of the forgery. 

According to the statement, 
the Foreign Ministry, together 
with the Ministry of Finance and 
the Audit Bureau, had set up a 
committee to investigate into the 
embezzlement and bad submitted 
a joint report to the prosecutor 


general. 

The statement also noted that 
one of the ministry's messengers, 
Imad Zayed, had been consi- 
dered by the committee as a 
witness for the prosecution, but 
that another man, named Jamil 
A tall ah Abdul Hadi, whose name 
was mentioned in the paper’s 
report as being involved, was not 
on the ministry's staff and his 
whera bouts were unknown. 
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irection without goal 


ONE OF the early curses that have afflicted the Palestinian 
libera tin movement is the constant bickering and inteme- 
dne fighting among the various factions that make up the 
PLOl The just announced rapprochement between Syria 
and the PLO followed a string of meetings between rebel 
Palestinian groups and a high-powered delegation, headed 
by Faro uk Kaddonmi, which had contributed to reconcilia- 
tion and the healing of wounds within the Palestinian ranks. 
The rift between Damascus and the PLO has always been 
organically linked with deep divisions among the Palestinian 
factions and dates back to 1983 when Syria supported a 
rebellion against Chairman Yasser Arafat. The door leading 
to Syrian-Palestinian reconciliation was therefore opened by 
the reestablishment of harmony and coordination between 
the supporters and opponents of Chairman Arafat. That 
was exactly what happened when the two antagonist 
Palestinian groups healed their wounds between themselves 
during marathon meetings held in Damascus a few days ago. 
The decision to bury the hatchet, as it were, and forget the 
past, declared Tuesday, ushered in a new era not only in 
Syrian-Palestinian relations but also between the Palesti- 
nians themselves. “We can say a new era in our ties will 
exist,” explained Executive Committee member Yasser 
Abed Rabbo at the conclusion Monday of the Damascus 
meeting between Syrian high ranking officials and their 
Palestinian counterparts. Mr. Abed Rabbo also ruled oat 
any peace conference on the Arab-lsraeli conflict without 
Syria. “There can be no conference without Syria and the 
PLO because they both have territories occupied by Israel,” 
he declared. 

So all looks fine and promising on both the Palestinian as 
well as on the Syrian-Palestinian level. Without such 
reconciliation, the Arab ranks would have continued to be 
beleaguered by internal strife that made Arab efforts to 
wage peace that much more drained oat. Yet this newly 
found harmonisation and coordination between the Palesti- 
nians on the mie hand and Syrians and Palestinians on the 
other cannot be lasting and profound unless the root causes 
of their differences have likewise been discussed and 
resolved. But one cannot take much comfort in Mr. Abed 
Rebbo's euphoric projection that the two sides in the 
Palestinian movement have “agreed to overtook the past,” 
or to just simply “forget the past.’” Instead of artificial 
healing, the various factions within the organisation require 
a more genuine settlement of their long standing differences. 
It so happens that the disputes between the Palestinians 
were profound and fundamental. Instead of forgetting the 
past or overlooking old quarrels, it would be much better if 
a thorough examination of the sour points and issues was 
made and past differences were aired out in public. 
Otherwise, the positive declarations about the recent 
rapprochement would be short-lived as indeed had been the 
case in the past 

There is no doubt that the key Arab parties to the 
Arab-Israeti conflict need to get their act together in 
preparation for the projected peace conference on the 
Middle East if it is ever held. The starting point should be at 
least the unity of purpose among the Palestinians themselves 
to be followed by a similar outlook by the rest of Arabs. 
There is also a need for such unity to be made solid and 
robust in order to withstand the stresses and strains of the 
challenges that lie ahead, whether or not progress is made 
towards peace. As much as we welcome the recent positive 
signals emanating from Damascus, we remain weary of the 
overall Arab front, which is not even lifting a finger to help 
either the Palestinian people under occupation or our Iraqi 
brethren in their hoar of need. More than coordination on 
k the names and composition of delegations that will attend a 
peace conference, the Arab World needs to devise formulae 
and Lake immediate steps to strengthen the steadfastness 
and alleviate the suffering of those Arabs who remain 
subject to foreign occupation and unjust economic sanc- 
tions. This is the priority as far as we can see. 



SS CO 


AL RAT daily Wednesday launched bitter attack on the Kuwaiti 
authorities for holding trials of non-Kuwaiti Arab nationals and 
said these trials could not be for those who collaborated with the 
Iraqi occupation forces but rather as a manifestation of malice and 
hatred against non Kuwiatis. Were the courts to try anyone who 
collaborated with foreign forces, they ought to try Kuwaiti 
officials who continued to collaborate with the American and 
British forces and the armed forces and security men who fled the 
country and preferred to live in luxurious hotels rather than resist 
the Iraqi occupation rule, the paper noted. It is regrettable indeed 
to see those non-Kuwaiti Arab nationals facing so much suffering 
at the hands of Kuwaitis after having spent their whole lives 
building up Kuwaiti, and it is rather painful to see that only those 
who stood fast and remained in Kuwait during the occupation 
being rewarded with punishment, when Kuwaitis fled the country, 
the paper noted. 


A1 Dnstenr daily hailed the rapprochement between the PLO and 
the Syrian government as a positive development aimed at 
building up confidence and solidarity among Arab brothers. 
Jordan can only welcome such development and express support 
for any cohesion among the members of the Arab community, 
because such move can only open the door for a greater 
understanding and building of confidence among the other Arab 
states, the paper said. Indeed, such reconciliation would bring 
about a unified Arab stand with regard to the question of an 
international peace conference to end the Arab- Israeli conflict 
The reconciliation is bound to remove a major obstacle in the 
path of a meeting among parties in direct confrontation with the 
Israeli enemy, and pave the ground for fruitful diplomatic efforts 
aimed at establishing peace, the paper continued. 


By Khalil Barhoum 


The public history of all coun- 
tries, and ail ages, is hut a sort 
of mask, richly coloured. The 
interior working of the machin- 
ery must be foul. John Quincy 
Adams (1882) 


THE aftermath of America's 
military adventure in the Gulf 
has once again exposed an 
alarming consistency' in U.S. 
foreign policy, characterised 
by a glaring contrast between 
policy, as publicly stated, and a 
rather concealed agenda. The 
perception, usually meticu- 
lously formulated and ex- 
pounded by administration 
officials, often has very little to 
do with the reality of a given 
situation or the true U.S. 
objectives related to it. In re- 
cent years, this paradigm of 
perception versus reality has 
revealed itself to be the rule 
rather than the exception in 
the administration's policy, 
with the attendant consequ- 
ence of depriving Americans of 
any solid interpretive 
framework with which to judge 
their administration's much- 
touted overseas exploits. 


The U.S. and (he Third 
World 


A cursory look at U.S. milit- 
ary involvement in Third 
World nations over. say. the 
past 30 years reveals an unfail- 
ing pattern of colonialist in- 
tervention dressed up neatly in 
each particular case to fit the 
occasion. The Vietnam war 
was fought to thwart the 
“Communist threat'’ in South- 
east Asia and to stave off the 
eventuality of Kissinger's so- 
called “domino effect" which, 
incidentally, never material- 
ised. The very same pretext 
was later employed by the 
Reagan administration to jus- 
tify occupying Grenada, 
although the primary evidence 
used to justify it (a huge air- 
strip built on the island for 
potential Soviet use) also 
turned' out to be a gigantic 
exaggeration. 

Also in the 1980s, the U.S. 
attack 'on Libya (which killed 
scores of innocent civilians) 
was justified by Libya's sup- 
posed involvement in terror- 
ism. The evidence of its in- 
volvement “could not” be re- 
vealed at the time, and then 
significantly could not be cor- 
roborated later. Needless to 
say the bombing of Libya has 
had no impact on the incidence 
of terrorism. 

The U.S. invasion of Pana- 
ma at the outset of the Bush 
administration shares a great 
deal more with the attack on 
Iraq than with the previous two 
operations. In each instance 
the U.S. had cultivated a head 


of state who outlasted his use- 
fulness to American interests 
and had to be rpiiitarily con- 
fronted. In the case of the U.S. 
military intervention in the 
Gulf the overriding concern 
elucidated by administration 
officials was to stultify the 
hegemonic ambitions of Sad- 
dam Hussein, never mind the 
fact that the U.S. stood idly by 
for eight years, while Iraq and 
Iran mercilessly fought each 
other nearly to a standstill. 

The perception provided 
during the Gulf crisis was that 
a new Third Reich was on the 
march, with Saddam the Hitler 
of the '90s. This makes a crude 
caricature of the reality that 
Iraq is a Third World nation of 
18 million people, dependent 
largely on one export for its 
relative prosperity and reliant 
on foreign imports for its basic 
requirements. 

To justify its most recent 
military involvement, the Bush 
administration trumpeted inter 
alia the coinage “new world 
order” and then proceeded to 
explain that this order is predi- 
cated primarily upon three 
principles: respect For national 
boundaries and the rule of law; 
deference to international legi- 
timacy and its main legislative 
body, the U.N.: and coopera- 
tion between the superpowers. 
No such- respect for national' 
boundaries was exhibited by 
the U.5. throughout its pre- 
vious foreign invasions and 
military interventions, nor was 
the international will adhered 
to with respect to countless 
U.N. resolutions dealing with 
the U.S. and its allies' numer- 
ous violations of international 
law — the World Court’s ver- 
dict against the U.S. for its 
mining of Nicaragua's har- 
bours, and the Reagan and 
Bush administrations’ use of. 
the veto 22 times in the Secur-. 
ity Council to protea Israel's 
continued occupation of Arab 
land in. flagrant defiance of 
international law, for example. 


Soviet help. against U-S. povy- 
er, nor play one superpower 
off against the other. 

For some time to come, the 
“new world order" implies that 
■ the Arab World will continue 
to suffer from a stems quo 
guaranteed by the West, re- 
plete with socio-economic dis- 
parities and teeming with 
violations of human rights. It 
leaves the Arabs more humili- 
ated, frustrated and angered 
than ever. It has also effective- 
ly put an end, for the foresee- 
able furore at least, to Arab 
dreams focused on questioning 
colonial demarcations of 
geopolitical boundaries across 
the Arab World and, in the 
process, questioning the legi- 
timacy of Israel as a colonialist 


competition to the U.S. eco- 
nomy. 

The toll of the war 


Now that popular euphoria 
in the U.S. over the speedy 
outcome of what seemed to be 
a very sanitary military engage- 
ment in the Gulf has been 
replaced with a more Sober and 
analytical view of die war, the 
toll in human, ecological and 
economic terms has just begun 
to czystaHse- The absurdity of 
the antiseptic media coverage 
of a savage reality has finally 


Jordan and Egypt, these frus- 
trations have found partial ex- 
■ pressioo in the Islamic revival- 
ist movements that have 
sprung up over the past, few 
yews. In part, to check the 
growing influence of these and 
other potentially threatening, 
currents in the aftermath of the 
war, the region has began to - 
witness the rise of a new Arab 
axis based on a loose coalition 


among Egypt and Syria (which 
provide the demographic 


exploded into living-room pic- 
tures of untold human suffer- 


tizres of untold human suffer- 
ing which very, few in the U.S. 
deemed probable only months 
ago. Despite the misery that 
the war has' inflicted on the 


“The perception . provided during the 
Gulf crisis was that a new Third Reich 
was on the inarch, with Saddam the 
Hitler of the ’90s. This makes a crude 
caricature of the reality that Iraq is a 
Third World nation of 18 million peo- 
ple, dependent largely on one export for 
its relative prosperity and reliant on 
foreign imports for its basic require- 
ments.” 


Implications of the “new 
world order” 


Perceptions aside, what then 
does the “new world order,” as 
exemplified by the recent milit- 
ary action in the Gulf, mean 
for the rest of the world, espe- 
cially Third World nations, and 
the Arab World in particular? 
Now that the USSR has effec- 
tively resigned as a superpow- 
er, and until other viable 
alternative centres of power, 
such as a politically indepen- 
dent, untied Europe, finally 
evolve, the world will witness a 
return to John Foster Dulles' 
days of “if you are not with us, 
then you are against us." In 
view of the present unipolar 
realities. Third World coun- 
tries therefore cannot seek 


creation. 

Furthermore. America's war 
against Iraq has played a signi- 
ficant role in guaranteeing bil- 
lions of dollars in prospective 
arms sales to the Gulf nations 
and the rest of the region, 
quite a welcome development 
considering the critical need of 
the American weapons indus- 
try for new lucrative markets, 
following the end of the Cold 
War. 

Whether intended or not, 
the war has also effectively 
diverted the American peo- 
ple’s attention from such 
festering domestic problems as 
the Savings and Loans crisis 
and the huge budget deficit, 
not to mention the momentous 
challenges facing the nation in 
health care, education and 
homelessness. Besides, one 
should not discount America's 
not-so-secret, long-standing 
desire to gain a permanent 
military foothold in the Gulf 
and its eagerness to influence, 
if not expressly dominate, 
world oil production and 
prices. Such unrivalled influ- 
ence over major oil producers 
in the Gulf will enable the U.S. 
to exercise extensive political 
and economic leverage global- 
ly, particularly over oil-vulner- 
able Japan and Europe, which 
represent the most serious 


majority of Iraq's population 
(which has been relegated to a 
pre-industrial existence, 
according to a U.N. investiga- 
tive commission report), it is 
the subsequent images of the 
Kurdish tragedy which have 
raised questions about the 
validity of the administration's 
assertion that this war was con- 
ducted without scars. Moreov- 
er, the horrific ecological dam- 
age has contributed to a closer 
examination of the administra- 
tion’s justification for its latest 
miUtaiy adventure. 

Quite characteristically, the 
implications of this war encom- 
pass evolving political realities 
conveniently ignored or not 
expounded in the administra- 
tion's carefully polished 
perception. As a result of the 
war, toe Arab region is bound 
to undergo far-reaching politic- 
al upheavals due to the rise of 
frustration, anger and the feel- 
ing of betrayal among the Arab 
masses. These feelings are 
directed at the abiding legacies 
and abhorrent practices of de- 
spotic regimes which lack the 


provide -the demographic 
depth and military strength) on 
die one band, and the Gulf 
states (which are capable of 
furnishing considerable re- 
wards of financial assistance), 
on toe other. The alliance 
among these nations simply 
represents an extension of the 
coalition that evolved during 
the Gulf crisis against Iraq. 

But. attempts to neutralise 
Arab frustration and anger will 
not be successful in the long 
nm fof several reasons. Sooner 
or later the Arab regimes, 
irrespective of their political 
stripes and orientation, most 
deal with the issue of democra- 
tisation at home. The Arab 
countries who allied them- 
selves with the West against 
-Iraq will be hard pressed to 
re-establish their Arab creden- 
tials. More to the point, the 
masses will be severely scruti- 
nising, almost unforgiving, of 
these regimes, if it turns out 
that after toe elimination of 
Iraq from the Arab-lsraeli 
military equation, the West 
still has ho idea bow to fashion 
a just and lasting solution to 
-toe Palestine problem. To 
■.many Arabs, by achieving a 
degree of military parity that 
would have inducted uncon- 
ventional weapons, Iraq's 
military might have offered toe 
most realistic chance of acting 
as a deterrent against Israel's 
hegemony. 


Israel emboldened 


requisite degree of legitimacy 
and consensus to rule their 


and consensus to rule their 
own populations. 

Whenever permitted to be 
even relatively voiced, say 
under such secular nationalist 
regimes as Algeria, Tunisia,' 


Contrary to rationalisations 
by Western optimists during* 
toe crisis that Israel would be 
more amenable to peace fol- 
lowing tiie removal of Iraq's 
potential miHtajy threat, it is 
obvious now that the stunning 
outcome of the war has only 
emboldened Israel’s hard-lin- 
ers. Not surprisingly, the gov- 
ernment has- announced plans, 
to build 14,000 new boosing 
units m the occupied territor- 
ies, in dear defiance of pledges 
to the contrary. In addition to 
its continuing insistence on ex- 
cluding the PLO from any fu- 
ture negotiations. Israel has 
added to its ever-burgeoning 
Hst of demands that Arab 
states must also sign peace 
treaties with it prior to any 
meaningful discussion of the 
Palestine problem. Israel seeks 
thus to derail the attempt to 


tennmate rts illegal 
of Arab land and' its' data 
brutalisation of toe PahKtmiai! 
peddle almost indefinitely. •• 

The American response has 
been quite predictable. All 
parties to toe contort. wet* 
urged to be patient because, 
unlike Iraq’s invasion o{ 
Kuwait and U.N. Securitj 
Council resolutions dealing 
with , that situation, Israfcfi 
- occupation of -Arab lands -and 
|be many resolutions caflir^ 
for an. end. to -it Ought to. fa 
viewed; and dealt with -In the 
different context. Consequent- 
ly, in toe eyes of most in toe 
. Aiab World,- toe double stag, 
dards, hypocrisy and incon- 
sistency that have long char- 
acterised American foreign 
policy in the Middle East con 
tinue. 

What seem? -to the artiest 
observer as a somewhat glaring 
inconsistency in America'; 
policy in the region is merely t 
matter of perception. The 
appalling reality remains tha 
the policy is remarkably coasts 
tent, premeditated and shock- 
ingly predictable. Placed m it 
■ proper, -historical and global 
context, the U.S. policy in the 
Arab Wortd is perfectly in step 
with a long established tradi- 
tion, pursued and carried otti 
throughout history by colonial- 
ist powers. No wonder that the 
-most consistent supporters ol 
the U.S. agaiqst Iraq were 
nations (Britain and France, 
most notably) who only recent- 
ly have lost most-of their owe 
colonies. 

Despite the administration'; 
s t unnin g success m mahufao 
taring an initial -perception ol 
the war that-had very little tc 
do unto reality, what looked 
after the war’s end like at 
unqualified American victor} 
in the Gulf has already turner; 
into a quagmire. Certainly, it fa 
becoming more evident ever) 
day that although the U.S. had 
a military plan for the emas- 
culation of Iraq, in fact it has 
little or no political vision ol 
what followed. The clouds 
shielding perceptions of tin; 
episode are steadily clearing 
away, and, as usual, soon there 
will be nothing left underneath 
except toe tragic reality ol 
another war that did not have 
’ to be fought In the words ol 
orientalist - Jacques - Berque: 
“We still have not understood 
that colonial wars have a par- 
ticular nature:’ to win them it 
worse than to lose them. And 
the more overwhelming the 
victory, toe worse it is.” 


Khalil Barhoum is senior lec- 
turer in Department of Ling 
uistks at Stanford University, 
California. The article is re- 
printed from the London - 
.based Middle East Interna- 
tional. 


U.S. experts stress need for arms control in Middle East 


By Berta Gomez 

USIA 



WASHINGTON — Given that 
the potential for conflict in the 
Middle East remain high, the- 
United States ought to persist in 
its efforts to stem the spread of 
arms in the region, a panel of 
experts told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee May 23. 

‘The Middle East will remain a- 
very dangerous neighbourhood, 
but one we cannot walk away 
from,” said ’Geoffrey Kemp of 
the Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace. “Virtually 
anything that happens there is. 
going to concern us,’* he said 
during toe hearing, which focused 
on toe prospects for arms control 
in toe region. 

The other witnesses were Barry 
Blechman, president of Defence 
Forecast, Inc.; Brad Gordon, an 
assistant director of the Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agen- 
cy: Anthony Cbrdesman, an 
aide to Senator John McCain 
(Republican-New Mexico); and 
Dov Zakheim of SPC Interna- 
tional Corporation. 

Gordon told toe committee 
that the “central question” now is 
finding toe right balance between 
providing for the defence of 
America's allies, and stimulating 
arms control in toe region. 

He also disputed the belief that 
toe Israeli-Palestinian dispute is 
the major remaining obstacle to 
comprehensive arms control and 
peace in the region. 

"Solving the Arab-lsraeli dis-‘ 
pute is not the be-all and end-all 
of Middle Eastern regional secur- 
ity issues,” Gordon declared. 
Even if that issue were settled 
there are “any number of intra- 
Arab disputes,” as well as the 
question of Arab-Iranian rela- 
tions left to sort through, he 
argued. 

Despite those complications, 
he stressed that the Middle East 
“cries out" for some kind of arms 
control. 

For his part, Kemp stressed toe 


importance for Washington of 
maintaining some distance from 
toe arms control process, saying 
that “we must not try to impose 
an arms control ideology on the 
Third Wortd.” Rather, the emph- 
asis should be on encouraging 
Middle Eastern countries to talk 
to one another about the relevant 


issues. 

He suggested that for the Un- 
ited States, restrictions on arms 
sales should probably depend 
more on the nature of the reci- 
pient regime, that on the charac- 
ter of toe weapons systems being 


sold. It is not inherently danger- 
ous, Kemp said, for reliable 
allies to have access to sophisti- 
cated U.S. technology. 

Regarding the nudear issue, 
Kemp said the United States 
should not call upon Israel to give 
up its nuclear deterrent, but 
should work to put ceilings on toe 
Israeli nudear programme. “The 
reality is no Israeli government 
will contemplate giving up nuc- 
lear weapons probably until there 
has been a generation of peace in 
toe region, he said. 

Moreover, Kemp said it would 


be “counterproductive" to press- 
ure Israel on the nudear issue “at 
the same time we want Israel to 
be more flexible on giving up 
land” in exchange for peace with 
its Arab nrighbours. 

Cbrdesman was even stronger 
in his defence of toe Israeli nuc- 
lear programme, calling it “toe 
only way to deal with threats like 
Syria’s chemical weapons capa- 
bility." 


play... if that resolution is ever 
reversed.” He also noted that 
“the test case" for toe organisa- 
tion will be Iraq, and how its 
current relieMprotection efforts 
succeed in toe aftermath of the 
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In other respects, Cordesman 
gave a grim assessment of the 
extent of weapons proliferation in 
toe region. “The situation in 
terms of arms transfers is already 
much worse than it was in 1989 or 
(early) 1990," he said. 

Specific points of concern in- 
clude reports that two-thirds of 
Iraq's military has remained in- 
tact, effortson the part of Syria to 
obtain accurate, long-range bal- 
listic missiles, and indications that 
Algeria is building a nuclear reac- 
tor, according to Cordesman. 


war. 

The panelists were generally 
sceptical about the value or wis- 
dom of having Washington sign 
non-aggression or mutual assist- 
ance treaties with toe countries of 
the region. 

Cordesman described non- 
aggression agreements as “literal- 
ly scraps of paper," and said 
existing regional organisations 
such as toe Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) “had done as 


much harm as good” by obscu 
ing rivalries and disputes betwet 
member states. 

It is important, he said, for ti 
United States to know that 
most deal with all Middle Eastei 
states individually as well as cc 
Vectively. 

For his part, Blechman sai 
that while it is important to tnai 
tain a U.S. presence in the Gul 
“I wouldn’t want a formal trea 
commitment,” which would re 
trict U.S. flexibility in “a ve: 
volatile region.” At the san 
time, he explained, a limited U.l 
presence will demonstrate “to 
we remain interested, and cot 
mined to the area." 


American h umani ty 


£ JUS. ARMS SALES: ' 

^CJe deliver ■f'.ywfan [ 
ti. /Z 






wz- 


Asked by Committee Chair- 
man Terry Sanford (Democrai- 
North Carolina) to predict what 
kind of role the United Nations 
might play in controlling arms’ 
proliferation in the region, toe 
panelists generally agreed that 
the U.N. ought to begin by re- 
pairing its relations with Israel. 

Dov Zakheim noted that the 
U.N. General Assembly “has yet 
to rescind” a resolution in which 
it equated Zionism with racism, 
and suggested that “until some- 
thing is done about that resolu- 
tion, the U.N. is a non-starter in 
the region.” 

Barry Blechman agreed that 
toe resolution “is obnoxious, and 
dearly should be rescinded as 
soon as possible but suggested 
that toe United Nations has by its 
recent actions acquired a new 
stature in the region. “We’ve... 
seen an extraordinary rennaiss- 
ance in the U.N.,” he said, 
adding that there would be “lots 
of advantages to involving it in 
the Middle East.” 

“Ultimately,” said Kemp, “I 
think toe U.N. does have a rote to 


To tile Editor: 


I AM one of many people who have families in Iraq. I ft 
recently received a letter from my mother, part of whicl 
believe, is worth reading by toe public, because it reflects son* 
what the majority of the Iraqis are suffering. I quote: , 

“... no, I do not wish to go to England, 1 will never step a i 
into it. I really hate the British and I do not want to have anyth 
to do with them anymore. As to the U.S. A., believe me, if I 
asked to choose between going to the U.S. A. or hell, I will cho 
hell! I hate toe Americans. I despise them. They are shown 
what they really are; a people with no principles. They daim 1 
they believe in humanity! They did not do anything to justify tl 
In fact they did everything to prove the opposite; they cut wj 
and electricity supplies, they cut food and medicine, they bom! 
bridges, they bombed sewage systems, people are dying as a re 
of the spreading diseases and hanger. What sort of humanit 
Bush talking about! Is he doing all this to show how gi 
America is, or is it because of toe bribes he received. They an 
Mafia, God damn them forever. I hope that God will mat™ ft 
pay for what they did.” 

I shiverred when l read her letter. To plant so much hatred i 
people s hearts is a crime by itself. 1 do not think that the frs 
will be able to forget all the injustices carried out against them 
many years to come, thanks to Bush and the one word he utta 

Keep up the good work, Mr. Bush! Keep the sanctions, sot 
Iraq will never be able to stand on its own two feet once agai 
Let the Iraqis suffer .. Long live American hu mani ty. 
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Iraqi poet comes in from the cold 


AMMAN (Petra) — A re- 
nowned Iraqi poet , who has 
spent over half his life in 
exile, has finally made up his 
mind to go back and spend 
the remaining part of his life 
in his country. 

Abdul Wahab AJ Bayyati, 
one of the prominent and 
progressive Iraqi poets, was 
tortured, persecuted and 
fired from Ins job as a teacher 
in 1954 because of his politic- 
al stands and opinions, which 
he apparently reflected in his 
poems. 

Having been discharged 
from his job, he left for 
Beirut, and then for Egypt 

mKffitfttZ#:'. -L •• 


and Syria, and later left for 
the Soviet Union and Spain. 
Among his famous poetry 
books, were Angels And De- 
vils; Poems In Exile ; Words 
That Will Never Die; Re- 
venge And Words. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra . 
Bayyad de&cribed his suffer- 
ings and ills as a result of life 
in exile, as “a bleeding 
wound. ” He noted that his 
travel was not for fun or for 
touristic purposes but was in 
search of something missing. 

Bayyati thinks today's 
Arab poetry has taken the 
form of the current Arab 


situation which is characte- 
rised by divisions. "The poet- 
ry we are reading and hearing 
nowadays lacks awareness of 
the history, philosophy and 
objective rules of life.” 
Bayyad said: "It is painful 
that many poets write politic- 
al poetry at a time when they 
do not have any political 
awareness or even know the 
objective laws of life. ” 

On the future of the Arab 
Nation, Bayyati said he was 
rationally optimistic adding: 
"what we are seeing now is 
the end of the age of small 
men and mercenary writers. 
" I think we are now pas- 


sing through the stage of 
child labour and fake pre- 
gnancy, bur soon, we will 
reach the genuine stage. ” be 
said. 

He said the current laws in 
the Arab World arc not clear- 
ly defined in view of the 
many provinces, countries 
which follow different paths. 

On the situation of poetry 
in Iraq now. Bayyad said: 
"As long as fire is burning 
and as long as rivers are 
running poetry will remain 
the hope, be it in Iraq or 
elsewhere in the Arab World. 

Poetry is not the mere writ- 
ing of words or letters or 


books, but the reflection of 
man’s ability to challenge 
wretchedness and destruc- 
tion. The nation that can give 
birth to giant poets and pro- 
duce genuine poetry can 
overcome its ordeals and 
wake up from the ashes of 
death. " 

Asked about the role of 
Arab poets in supporting the 
Palestinian uprising , Bayyati 
said the uprising takes more 
precedence over poetry. 
Adding: " the nation as a 
whole, rather than the indi- 
vidual, is the maker of re- 
volutions or poetry. 

"The poem is not the gol- 


den egg of the poet, but is the 
outcome of the suffering and 
torture of a whole nation," 
be said. 

Bayyati noted that some of 
the poetry works have contri- 
buted to escalating the up- 
rising. 

On his latest works, 
Bayyati said he had written a 
book, entitled Elegies, 
-.which is being printed now. 

“ Another book of poetry 
which I wrote some time ago , 
is called Love, Death and 
Exile. This book includes 
more than 50 poems, which 
have been translated into En- 
glish and published in 
Washington . " 
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Iraqi Poet Abdul Wahab AI Bayyati 
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Lat for breakfast — A Malaysian tradition that is catching 
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By Heidi Munan 

KUALA LUMPUR — 
Malaysians are a practical 
people. They regularly greet 
each other with "have you 
eaten ?” In recent years , 
though , another greeting has 
become popular. In the ele- 
vators and stairwells of Kuala 
Lumpur’s office buildings , at 
formica tables in the com- 
pany cafeterias and across the 
chief executive’s desk the 
opening query , Have you 
seen Lat?” evokes a burst of 
shared laughter. 

Lat is a cartoonist who has 
become a national institu- 
tion. Three mornings a week 
the Lat cartoon is standard 
breakfast fare in thousands of 
households. It provokes 
smiles , bud guffaws or an 
approving, if occasionally ex- 
asperated . shake of the bead. 

at ^ — how cou M 
he f ".This is the usual reac- 
tion i to cartoons of sea turtles 
invadmg a maternity ward, 
an orangutang answering the 
Minister of Tourism ’s phone, 
a hobby fisherman practising 
By casting inside his mosquito 
net, a portly, mop-haired 
character being refused per- 
mission to enter the annual 
Lat Cartoon Colouring Con- 
test. 

The mop-haired character 
is Lat himself. Or rather it’s 
Mohammad Nor bin Khalid, 
whose childhood nickname 
"Bulat” (fatty), abbreviated 
to Lat , has survived into his 
fourth decade. He started 
drawing at an early' age. 
“ Scribbling , they called it, 
and believe it or not, / was 
never- good at art in school 
he laughs. 

The school in question lies 
in a rural “ kampung ” (vil- 
lage) in the tin-mining state 
of Perak. Lat's father was a 
civil servant , a kind, pious 
fa m il vman. not overly rich. 
He had mixed feelings about 
art as a profession for any of 
bis five children, but he sacri- 
ficed the occasional dollar for 
good drawing paper for 
young Lat. 

By now, all of Malaysia 
and other parts of Asia know 
Endk Khalid from his son’s 
cartoons. They also know 
Granny , who was the village 
midwife. Mama and the 
aunts, the village kids and all 
their escapades. Lat has im- 
mortali^pd them in The Kam- 
pung Boy and other books, 
poking gentle fun at the peo- 
ple he loves best: Papa doing 
a Taizan imitation on the 
branch of a riverside tree. 
Mama’s robust educational 
methods , "granny” and her 
ubiquitous betel nut tray, the 
vSlage boy’s first love , for a 
gfd already betrothed. Strict 
teachers, suspicious shop- 
keepers , seif-important mos- 
que. officials , members of the 
“ establishment , ” ail are ske- 
wered tin the sharp point or 
Lat’s. nib. „ 

. "Yes, I draw with a mb, 
the thriving artist admits . I 
can use a draughtsman's pen 
or a felt-tip, but for the right 
fdnd.offeet / need a nib. ukc 
the ones we used in school. J 
did my. first commercial car- 
toons with a nib . " 

Lat had bis first commer- 
cial success when, at age 1-* 

he arranged to swap cartoons 


for movie tickers with a Sing- 
apore film magazine. The 
tickets, addressed to "Mr. 
and Mis. Lat , ” impressed the 
boy no end , hut it was im- 
possible to take a dare to a 
movie house in the mid- 
1950s. So he took his father . 
an avid admirer of Malay 
films who enjoyed his son’s 
success as much as the boy 
did. 

A year later Lat sent the 
manuscript of a book of car- 
toons to a Penang publisher 
and was paid the enormous 
sum of S 25 for the work. 
“ You can laugh." says the 
artist, "but £25 was a lot 
money to a schoolboy in 
1963. I thought I’d really 
made it. There is a feeling 
nothing can describe when 
you see your own work in 
print for the first time and ail 
the fellows at school know 
about it. ” Lat dutifully hand- 
ded part of earnings to his 
mother and promptly blew 
the rest on movie tickets, 
treats for his friends and just 
going on a spree. 

School ended when Lat 
turned 18, after a less than 
brilliant performance on the 
Senior Cambridge exam. Lat. 
tike thousands of others, 
came to town to look for 
work. The country boy soon 
landed a job as a regular 
cartoonist with the leading 
Malay-language weekly Be- 
rita Minggu. He was also 
hired as a writer by the New ’ 
Straits Times, working the 
nighttime crime beat. Lat re- 
calls that period with mixed 
feelings. He /earned a lot . be 
admits: Burning and mid- 
night visits to the morgue are, 
well, educational, “ but I 
bated having to interview the 
families of victims, ail crying 
and upset , and you’re sup- 
posed to ask them for a photo 



Nor Bin Khalid, better known 


Oat V 
far cartoonist. 

and all sorts of personal ques- 
tions. " 

At the same time. Lat had 
his regular cartoon feature 
and be began to send his' 
work to magazines in the 
region. In 1974 Asia Maga- 
zine commissioned him to do 
drawings for a series on the 
Muslim ritual of circumci- 
sion. He handled the sensi- 
tive topic with wit and sym- 


pathy. The editor of the New 
Straits Times. Malaysia’s 
leading daily, was prepared 
to offer this promising new 
cartoonist a job, only to dis- 
cover that he was already on 
the payroll as a crime repor- 
ter. 

The newspaper's top brass 
were somewhat taken aback 
to find that they had just 


hired a totally self-taught 
artist. Lat was senr off for 
formal study in Britain, 
where, he says . he also 
/earned a great deal outside 
the classroom. He stayed at 
an art school for about six 
weeks and decided that he’d 
had enough. Reading the dai- 
ly papers, marveling at what 
English cartoonists could get 
away with — “ They make fun 
of the queen and the royal 
family and any politicians 
they like!” — was at least as 
instructive as the art classes. 
A trip to Europe was the next 
logical step, and so the car- 
toonist crossed the channel. 

Though Lat has since re- 
turned to Europe as guest of 
honour at various high- 
society gatherings, his first 
trip made a deep impression. 
He wandered around looking 
at people and things. He 
scanned the daily newspapers 
in the various languages for 
cartoons. He roamed the art 
galleries, reveling in culture 
"in a way I'd never thought I 
would. I wasn't really into 
classics before: I guess I'm 
not now, either. But I looked 
at the things those Dutch 
masters did with light and 
shade, with colour. When I’m 
there I'm really interested in 
culture. Not just painting, 
drama and dance, too. It's 
just at home I'm such a 
square. ” 

Immediately after his re- 
turn from Europe Lat wasn’r 
a "square” at all. He found 
that he was famous . and for a 
while he loved the publicity 
and the invitations to meet 
the rich and famous of the 
day. Though by nature a laid- 
back. casual type, be dressed 
with great care to live up to 
his ‘‘successful'' image. 

That was phase one. Phase 
two set in a few years later. "I 



got fed up . " he says simply. 
“People pestered me. I 
couldn't go where / /iked. In 
this country a popular hero 
shouldn’t be seen sitting in a 
bar. I longed for the day 
when people would ignore 
me, and I was getting sick of 
elegant clothes and sleek 
hairstyles. ” 

Maybe it was the sartorial 
effects that drew the crowds. 
Nowadays, when Lat walks 
by in T-shirt and slacks, with 
his unruly thatch df hair, no 
heads turn. There is no doubt 
that people recognise him, 
but they simply smile and 
walk on. Only the occasional 
gaggle of schoolgirls comes 
rushing up for autographs. 
"People leave me in peace 
now . " says a contented Lat. 
"They've got other idols to 
run after — pop stars who 
court publicity and are un- 
happy if they don 't get it. Me, 
I like it this way. Yes. I am 
often asked to contribute for 
charities, to judge art con- 
tests, that sort of thing. I 
don't mind — up to a point. 
But 1 can say no.” 

Lat has attained the status 
of roving ambassador, being- 
invited to grace "unlikely 
events, international confer- 
ences of all the wise and 
learned — maybe they need a 
joker to balance things out” 
But wherever he lands. Lat 
always seeks out the local 
cartoonists. They exchange 
news and views, joke with- 
each other in speech or, if 
there is a language barrier, in 
— naturally — cartoons. 

As his contribution to Visit 
Malaysia Year, Lat invited a 
dozen cartoonists from 
around the world. The lan- 
guage barrier was demolished 
with pad and nib. Frenchman ' 
Jean Plantureux and Amer- 
ican Nina Paley communi- 
cated without a word. Kosei 
Ono from Japan and Ying 
Tao from China shared some 
Chinese characters that are 
common to both languages, 
but they spoke more often 
through their cartoons. 

"I wanted to return hospi- 
tality, for one thing.” says 
Lat. "and I was curious wfiat 
my friends from overseas 
would see in Malaysia. ” They 
saw plenty. And they had 
been briefed about what's on 
in Malaysia and what's not. 
Religion is “ not on. ” The 
rulers and leading politicians 
are also "not on, ” though Lat 
risks the occasional gentle dig 
himself. 

"In some ways I'm a 
cheeky fellow,” the cartoon- 
ist admits. " But most of the 
time 1 stay away from poli- 
tics. / draw my inspiration 
from friends, from people / 
know , from familiar situa- 
tions. My cartoons are aimed 
at a Malaysian audience, at 
people who know local cus- 
toms and foibles. I don't 
think of an international au- 
dience — not yet.” 

Bur there is time. The 
moon-faced father of two is 
only 40. The Malaysian pub- 
lic adores him. His fame is 
secure throughout South East 
Asia, wherever durian and 
chillies are enjoyed. And Lat 
with breakfast, which began 
in 1974, wifi continue to en- 
tertain and delight millions — 
World News Linkl 
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Jerusalem's Other Voice: Ragheb Nashashibi and 
moderation in Palestinian politics 1920-1948 ' 

By Nasreddin Nashashibi 

Ithaca Press, Exeter. U.K. 19§0 £29.95 

IT was the notable families of Palestine who bore the brunt 
of decision-making in the country for a period of 30 years 
between the end of World War I and the catastrophe of 
1948. In the context of Palestine’s triangle — the British, 
the Arabs, and the Jews — the burden of leadership /e//on 
Palestine's elite. It was a time when it was bard to see what 
lay ahead and what was for the best. There was no end in 
sight to the Mandate, and if the problem of the Jews was to 
be contained the British needed to be conciliated. Seething 
indignation at the British promise to the Jews of a “ national 
home” was tempered by the realisation on the part of some 
Palestinians that the Jews, with the ; British behind them, 
were not easily to be ousted. Others, on the other band, 
could not see why the Arabs , free from the Turkish yoke, 
should not have Palestine for themselves, as it bad 
ancestrally been. 

In this context, the ancient contest between the great 
families became a struggle for the leadership between 
Palestinian factions, characterised by their different atti- 
tudes over bow to deal with the British Mandatory power 
and bow to cope with the growing Jewish numbers and 
their systematic acquisition of land. On the one side stood 
the Husscinis, who were — at least broadly and much of 
the time — for opposition to the Jews and non-rxx)peration 
with the British. The Mufti of Jerusalem , Haj Amin AI 
Husseini, was effectively the leader of the Husseini faction. 

It is the thesis of this book by Ragheb’s nephew and 
admirer Nasreddin Nijshasbibi that Ragheb Nashashibi 
was . in the title of this book. Jerusalem’s Other Voice, the 
voice of "moderation. ” The author sets out bis aim thus: 
"This book is an attempt to redress that balance, to remind 
students of Palestine's contemporary history that there 
were many eminent Palestinian Arabs who wholeheartedly 
endorsed Ragheb Nashashibi' s policy of moderation. ” And 
the other side of coin was that Haj Amin’s inflexible stand 
captured the attention of observers of the Palestinian 
scene, convincing them of " the extremist nature of 
Palestinian Arab resistance 

author of this book can hardly be expected to present a 
critical examination of his policies as Mayor of Jerusalem 
from 1920 to 1934 and afterwards. But the wisdom and 
moderation ascribed here to the elder Nashashibi have 
been viewed by many as appeasement and trimming. In the 
last analysis neither Ragbeb's moderation nor the Mufti's 
extremism served Palestine particularly well , and it may be 
harsh to condemn one more than the other. Nevertheless, 
it would take a more sweeping and convincing reappraisal 
of bbtory than Nasreddin Nashashibi has achieved ro 
re-establish his uncle’s credentials as a Palestinian 
statesman. 

In the event . Ragheb Nashashibi is more unfavourably 
remembered for the latter part of his career. He did not 
cover himself with glory during the Palestinian Revolt from 
1936 to 1939. 

Nasreddin Nasbashibi’s book contains much in the way 
of anecdote and reminiscence which will be valuable to 
students of Palestinian history, and it is admirably dutiful. 
Certainly the fact that there was an alternative Palestinian 
voice should not be forgotten — Middle East International. 

By John King 
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THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to the 
soul 

— Joseph Addison , English statesman-writer ((1672-1719). 

The time to stop a revolution is at the beginning , not the 
end 

— Adlai Stevenson, U.S. statesman-politician (1990-1965). 
Debt is a bottomless sea 

— Thomas Carlyle, Scottish essayist-historian ( 1795-1881 ). 

Opinions cannot survive if one has no chance to fight for 
them 

— Thomas Mann , German writer (1875-1955). 

Knowledge conies, but wisdom lingers 

— Lord AUYed Tennyson, English poet (1809-1892). 
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By Malta Addasi 

JUST when you thought it was satis to walk down the * 
streets without risking being run over by a batch of 
high-school students celebrating, a new wave of them 
emerges , because surprise , surprise another academic year 
is fast approaching its end and Tawjihi , I.B., and GCE 
students are out their on the loose driving their cars around 
for hours on end. But what are these students celebrating? 
Did they get their grades yet? Or have they taken the 
exams at all? Maybe they are taking this as the last 
opportunity to have fun before they do receive the 
dreaded grades. 

Hus means of celebrating is just typical of these 
would-be Freshmen. They celebrate by driving. Tell these 
same people that they are to go on a school-related Held 
trip an hour away from school and you could watch them as 
they pull faces and grumble until the trip is completely over 
when they would comment that they had not /earned a 
single thing from this educational trip. These are die very 
same people who. given all the options of rejoicing on 
Earth, when asked what they want to ..do that is “special" 
and uniquely commemorates the graduation spirit they 
would say. “oh, we want to drive around town for a 
‘ couple ’ of hours. ” They say it so matter~of-factJy that they 
make you feel that you have the IQ equal to their 
shoe-size when you ask such a silly question. “ Of course 
they want to driver 

And drive they do, blocking roads and crossing traffic 
lights while they are still red so that they "‘don't lose the 
rest of the fleet of friends. ’’ What’s more , these students 
are usually wearing their graduation capes as they swing 
handkerchiefs from the car sunroofs. They do not mind 
wearing capes while they sit in the crowded car like , not 
even sardines, but tuna fish. None of them complain of the 
heat, the way they would to their parents for suggesting 
they wear a jacket because it is chilly outside. And of 
course they sing throughout the entire ‘ride.*’ They sing 
these songs which they have learned from tapes so 
thoroughly and so well that I suggest that the school 
curricula should be placed on cassette tapes so that students 
could memorise their studies as accurately. 

Meanwhile, sitting at home waiting for these students are 
their family members who are worrying their hearts out 
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over their kids as they sit along with guests who have come 
to congratulate the student for, umm... for not having 
taken his or her exams yet. I guess. I don 7 know? Anyway, 
the guests just sit their waiting and of course leave before 
the student shows up. Guess „ just one word of advice. You 
do not absolutely have to visit the student immediately 
after the happy graduation party : Wait a little and visit 
when the student really needs your presence; like for 
moral support. Like right after his or her exams are over l 


Happiness 


By UBa Khreis 

“WE USED to live in Germany. We were a small happy 
family, my husband, myself and our son. During my second 
pregnancy something went wrong. The baby died and I 
could not have any more children. But that did not seem to 
matter then." 

She was seeking contact with those happy days in 
Germany and because she had mistaken me for a German 
lady, she had started to speak to me in broken German 
which sometimes made it hard for me to understand what 
she was saying. She spoke in a low, tense voice and I could 
feel all the sorrow that laid behind the calmly spoken 
words. 

All around us the women were shouting and crying, 
cursing men and their demands for many children. Some 
were banging their heads with their hands, some tearing 
their clothes, some were laying seemingly lifeless after 
having been silenced by an injection. And through it all you 
beard verses from the Holy Koran. 

She continued her story but now in Arabic: 

“ When the time came for our son to begin school we 
decided to go back to Jordan so that he could have a proper 
Arabic and Islamic education. At first everything was quite 
alright. But then my husband’s family started to urge him 
to have many children. In the beginning my husband waved 
away their concern with a laugh hut gradually it started to 
affect him. Quite soon I saw the changes in bis attitude 
towards me and our son. He became irritated , nothing 
seemed to please him. He even shouted at his son whom be 
loved so much. 

“ One day women of bis family came to talk to me. They 
tried to give the impression that it was a usual social visit. 

“But with a sudden shiver I knew that they bad come for 
a special reason. After talking about recent events in the 
family they came to the point. 


“If I loved my husband and knew my duties as a wife and 
wished him to be happy how could I stand in his way when 
be wanted to achieve happiness by marrying another 
woman and having more children? They argued. 

“Of course I loved my husband and of course I would not 
stand in bis way. But di d I have a choice? The alternative 
would be divorce and the risk of loosing my son. So I would 
make him happy and share him with his new wife. Then he 
bad at least the same responsibilities towards both of us. 

“My personal feelings I had to hide and try to get rid of. 

“Bur when I heard the singing and dancing accompany- 
ing the arrival of the new bride, if was as if someone was 
tearing my heart out of my breast. My husband was 
celebrating his wedding with another woman and I and my 
son were sitting in the apartment next door ; hearing all the 
joyful cries. Could there be anything more terrible to 
experience? 

“In due time my fellow-wife was with child and our 
husband was shining with pride. He was very nice to me but 
in an unpersonal and superior way." 

She stopped talking. The women in the kitchen had 
Gnished. They bad prepared the deceased for her last 
journey. In a simple open co/fin she was carried out of her 
father's house. Less than a year ago she had also left her 
father's house, but then as a happy bride in white. 

She had given birth to a son who died after a couple of 
days. She , the mother died a week after her son. 

The shouting and crying of the women arose to a 
crescendo that could have pulled down the whole house. I 
felt as if I was swept away and pulled down by wild and evil 
whirlpools. 

She who told me her story, I have never seen since . But 
less than a month alter this upsetting event her husband 
was on his way to happiness with yet another wife. 

If he has found happiness? Only God knows. 


Dutch masters bring better 
days back to Romanian museum 


By Roxana Dasealu 

Reuter 

BUCHAREST — “It has 
• taken five hundred years and 
a revolution to tell a Van 
Eyck from a Durer , " said 
curator Codruta Cruceanu, 
pointing at a pocket-sized 
canvas. 

The painting is one of four 
pulling crowds this month to 
Romania's National Art 
Museum , in the central 
Bucharest square where 
Eastern Europe’s bloodiest 
revolution erupted in Decem- 
ber 1989. Romania’s art col- 
lection was one of the major 
casualties. 

For the first time in 16 
months, crowds, who reg- 
ularly make Revolution 
square a rallying point for 
anti-government protests are 
giving way to art /overs. 

71ie rush is to see four 
precious paintings by Dutch 
masters, returned to pride of 
place in the museum collec- 
tion from Amsterdam , where 
- Dutch restorers have given 


them a new tease of life. 

The paintings, like the 
museum itself , were damaged 
by bullets, shells , fire and 
smoke during violent dashes 
between revolutionaries 
backed by the army, and 
loyalists — later dubbed “ ter- 
rorists ’’ — to Romania’s 
ousted and executed dictator 
Nicolae c eausescu. 

For the curators , tenor it 
was. 

For several days the army 
fired heavy artiUery to rout 
Ceauscscu’s elite marksmen. 
They had penetrated the 
museum building, a former 
royal palace where Ceauses- 
cu himself often held cere- 
monies. via secret under- 
ground corridors Unking it to 
the Communist Party head- 
quarters across the square. 

Cruceanu recalled those 
dramatic days. Museum staff 
braved the fee to save the art 
collections. Paintings were 
ripped by bullets and 
threatened by fiames. 

“We had to dodge bullets 
frying from all directions to 
rush the art collections to a 


safe place. There was only a 
handful of soldiers to protect 
us from the terrorists." 

The Dutch were among the 
first to reply to the distress 
call that National Art 
Museum director Theodor 
Enescu addressed to the 
world immediately after the 
revolution. After a painstak- 
ing, year-long restoration ,‘ 
experts at Amsterdam’s Ri- 
jksmuseum have worked 
wonders on the four paint- 
ings. 

“We thought this painting 
was lost after it was pierced 
by shrapnel. Look at it now " 
Cruceanu said , pointing to 
one of the restored works on 
display in the museum’s Hall 
of Honour. 

The canvas, by a Dutch 
renaissance painter, master 
of the Augsburg Ecce Homo, 
features Christ carrying the 
cross. 

It was a small oil canvas , 
slightly larger in size than a. 
handkerchief, which pro- 
vided the biggest surprise for 
both the Dutch restorers and 
the Bucharest museum. 


In order to date the paint- 
ing more accurately, the 
wood panel was submitted to 
an elaborate X-ray examina- 
tion. The Rijksmuseum said 
analysis showed it was 
painted on a panel from an 
oak tree felled shortly after 
1400. 

The experts traced the 
provenance of the canvas, 
“ Portrait Of a Man With a 
Ring" featuring a melancholy 
young man with blue 
headgear, to early 15th cen- 
tury Dutch master Jan Van 
Eyck. 

“ Before it went to the 
Netherlands ... it was be- 
lieved to be a 1492 work by 
Albrecht Durer," Cruceanu 
said. 

“Now we can say that we 
have lost a false Durer and 
got back a genuine Van 
Eyck , which is not a bad deal 
in the an world," she said 
with a smile. 

The four restored paintings 
by Dutch masters , which also 
include a large but Uttfe- 
known Rembrandt, are on 
show at the museum. 


Basam the teacher 


silence of the classroom. The red faced, boy rchinjedtnJiis - 
scat, his skin stinging with pain and embarrassment,- 
“I see there’s also some names written on the board fofa 


By E. Yaghi 

School was almost over. It was a bright and early morning , 
somewhere in the heart of Amman. Basam, a teacher in his 
forties, headed for the junior high school/ in which be 
taught. On his way, birds perched on leafy trees, ringing 
and scolding each other. Pink and red roses were in full 
bloom and a mint and jasmin scent saturated the atmos- 
phere. But Basam only grunted. Bah, another day of 
school. I hate kids! Don’t know why I picked this job 
anyway. The headmaster tells us we’re supposed to have a 
chummy relationship with our students. How ludicrous! 
Besides, the whole school is against me. The students , 
teachers and the principal are frying to evict me. They 
think I don’t know about the petition that they’re passing 
around , signing it behind my back so they can kick me out 
of school, but I’ll show them. I’ll keep hitting students until 
my last day! His expression defiant, be steered bis burly 
body forward in a selfassured manner. 

He entered the school. His beady eyes darted in several 
directions searching for his first victim of the day. Boys of 
all sizes rushed through the corridors on their way to their 
classes. Basam threw out bis burly hand and struck a small 
boy. Smack! His hand fell on the boy’s face. “That’s for 
being out of tine!” He told the stunned student who went to 
his class with a red hand print on his face and tears in bis 
eyes. 

Basam then strode into the teachers * room, victorious. 
He grabbed a cup of tea and blew on it to cool it. He then 
gulped down bis beverage with slurpy sounds and some 
brown liquid oozed out around the comers of hi s mouth. 
He took bis band and brushed it across his mouth, wiping 
of the telltale signs. He slammed his cup down and without 
speaking to any of the other teachers who were clustered in 
small groups enjoying themselves , stormed out, beading 
for his first class of the day. 

He barged through the doorway of the classroom with a 
further grunt and approached his students who immediate- 
ly stood up as he entered. “Good morning , teacher Basam w 
they chorused timidly. 

“What’s good about it?" he questioned. “Having you all 
done your homework?* 1 he demanded of his history 
students. “ Whoever hasn’t raise your hands! 

One hand rose, quivering.. “Aha! come forward! And 
what’s your excuse for not doing your homework ? n be 
roared. 

, “No special reason, sir, it's just that J was tired yesterday 
so I didn’t finish my assignment." His student said, 
trembling. 

He no sooner had spoken than Basam’s burly hand 
struck once again. Another smack that shattered the sullen 


few students who were causing trouble. Ham, Mohammad 
and Awad, come here!” ^ "-‘7 • jjir 

The three students approached him hesitantly. 7 £fe 
grabbed each boy in turn by his arm and twisted fabetriod 
bis back. With a powerful slam, be hit each one and then let 
him go. After the reprimanding session .was over? B&sam 
proceeded to teach. His lessons were a scries of screams for 
those pupils who didn’t catch on quite, fast enough and . 
self-praise. “ I know words tbat none- of yoa ^ec. 

understand the meaning of. Pve been to places that youH 
never see!" He boasted with a gleam in bis eye.' Or, “DorTt 
think that any of you can fool me, for J invented feeartaf 
deception " and with a smirk be remembered how ire 
successfully pried money out of his pupils for the use of 
many school facilities feat were free to all students bat 
which Basam had found a means to net a smaB profit . Or 
any student who’s grade was below the line could approach 
Basam and wife a small down payment, purchase a higher 
score. „ . ' 

At the end of ho class, Basam conGdandy strutted out of 
the room, bis ego infrattri and happy to vent ha frustrations 
in fife on his young students. 

During recess, he usually found a student or two to hit or 
at least threaten. Most of fee teachers found him unbear- 
able and repulsive even as a fellow colleague. The petition 
was the only hope to rid the school of bis unwarned 
presence. 

His school day finished* Basam marched out of school, 
past fee happy yetis of the school boys, past fee leafy trees, 
ri nging bods and aromatic Sowers. On bis way be 
grumbled and mumbled, to himself, ignoring the simple 
beauties of fee sights around him . “Just a few more days 
and school wW mist. A lot of kids kre going to Sunk my 
class. Tbey*llsee. The only way they can save feemsefvesis 
to purchase a higher grade.” He burst into laughter, 
looking forward to the pile of money he would gain as 
students would rush to boy a passing grade. “ VB show them 
before they kid: me out of schoo/i I’m the inventor of 
deception /” 

Basam held fee power to inspire young minds with the 
tank of . education, but instead, he frustrated bis pupils and 
built a block that would be lodged in the hearts and minds 
of hi s students. Perhaps some would forever bate history 
because they disliked the teacher and bis methods. Basam’s 
frequent and hasty use of slaps and punches was no way to 
deal with his students as a means of intimidation to obey hia 
commands. Instead of being an advisor, friend and a 
conveyor of knowledge, he only proved to be a butty bully 
that no one could stand. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


10:29 Derrick 

Businessman Martin 
embezzles millions and wants 


Thursday, May 30 

8-30 Day By Day 

Won't You Be My Neighbour 

Ryan and Kate want to 
celebrate their wedding 
anniversary out, so they ask 
Elaine to babysit for their 
baby even though she is not 
good at that. 

9:10 Black Forest Clink 

Landslide 

A mother and son are bru- 
tatiy beaten by the lodger, 
and the professor tries to 
convince them to report to 
the police. 

1030 News in English 

1030 Movie Of The Week 

Race Against The Harvest 

Hogan is a rich fanner and 
owner of big harvesting 
machines. When he denies 
bis neighbours access to his 
facilities he realises that suc- 
cess needs more than just 
machines, but determination 
as well. 

Friday, May 31 

830 Night Court 

Judge Harold is worried 
about Paul whose girlfriend 
walks out on him and leaves 

B.C. 


him with a baby. But his 
worries are unfounded. 

9:10 Shakespeare 

1030 News in English 

1030 In The Heat Of The 
Night 

A Trip Upstate 
A police officer witnesses 
the execution of a convicted 
criminal and feds sorry for 
him. The past is hard to bury. 

Saturday, June 1 

830 Bill Cosby Show 

Rudy is hesitant to enter 
fee school dance contest, her 
competitor is too good to 
beat. 

930 Encounter 
10:00 News hi English 

1030 Feature FBm 

Death Flight 

Starring: Barbara Andersen 

An American supersonic 
plane with 250 passengers 
takes off on a dangerous trip. 
All because Phillip does not 
get his promotion. 

Sunday, Arm 2 

830 Ves Minister 


Open Government 

9:10 Under The Son 

Actios General 

When Gen. Pinochet took 
over the rule of Chile be 
ended all democratic aspects 
of fife there. Worse still , he 
stiff rules the country through 
the military regime. 

1030 News hr Eagfish 

1030 Paradise 

Long Lost Lawson 

When long lost Mr. Law- 
son returns, the relationship 
between Ethan and Mrs. 
Lawson turns sour, but only 
for a while. 


Monday, Juno 3 

830 Empty Nest 

A girl walks into Dr. 
West’s clinic with a request : 
“ Make me a beautiful nose. ” 
Suddenly beauty fever bits 
his daughters too. 

'9:10 Nancy Wake 

When Nancy's husband 
gets caught by the Germans, 
she manages to set him free...' 
but fee Gestapo now is after 
her. 

1030 News hi Eo rf iri , 


to free the country with them. 
To that end be conceives a 
hellish plan , but Derrick’s wit 
is hard to beat. 

Tuesday, Jazne 4 

830 Perfect Strangers 

Little Apartment Of Horrors 

9:10 Adventures In Space 
1030 News in Engfkh 

1030 Colombo 

Any Old Fort In A Storm 
Through investigating a 
winery murder Colombo gets 
to learn all that be can about 
wine-making. 

Wednesday, Jane 5 

830 After Henry 

Going Away 

The whole family plans to 
go vacationing and the grand- 
mother is contemplating fee 
prospects of being left alone. 

9:10 Our House 

1030 News in English 

10:20 Not A Phony More, Not 
A Penny Less 
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Masri urges U.S. effort 


(Continued firom page 1) 

Palestinian lands. Kaddoumi said 
dm the United States efforts to 
facilitate such immigration were 
bound to complicate matters and 
place further obstacles in the path 
of a settlement. 

- He called on the U.N. Security 
Council to debate this issue, since 
he said, it is the council's respon- 
sibility to See to it that permanent 
peace is established in all parts of 
the world. Kaddoumi revealed 
that the PLO has already called 
on die council to discuss the issue 
as well as the Jewish settlement' 
plans. 

The Security Council, Kad- 
doumi said, should deal with the 
Palestine question on equal foot- 
ing with Iraq’s occupation of 
Kuwait. He said that the whole 
world should realise that the Un- 
ited States, which implemented 
the Security Council resolution 
against Iraq, was adopting double 
standards in the implementation 
of the international legitimacy. 

Referring to the PLO's talks in 
Damascus, Kaddoumi said they 
were successful and positive, and 


that the rwo sides held identical 
views with regard to the peace 
process including the role of the 
United Nations in that process 
and the convening of an interna- 
tional conference. The PLO de- 
legation left Amman for Tunis 
Wednesday. 

Chirm backs 
Arab position 

China on Wednesday backed 
Arab demands for the United 
Nations to have a role in any 
Middle East peace talks .‘Syrian 
officials said. 

"They said a high-ranking 
Chinese communist party delega- 
tion gave their country’s views in 
talks with Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad. 

The officials quoted delegation 
leader Qiao Shi. a member of the 
standing commute of the Chinese 
party poiitburo, as saying: 

"The Chinese position on the 
Middle East issue is identical to 
that of Syria. China is committed 
to the natural role of the United 
Nations m the peace efforts in the 
region.*’ 


Bush wants ceiling on Mideast arms 


(Continued from pp* l> 

— A freeze on the purchase, 
production and testing of surface-; 
to-surface missiles by countries in 
the region, with the aim of ulti- 
mately eliminating them; 

— A ban on producing or 
buying weapons-grade uranium 
and to the placement of all nuc- 
lear facilities under international, 
safeguards; 

— A call on all countries in the 
region to commit to early comple- 
tion of a global treaty banning 
chemical weapons; 

— A proposal strengthening of 
a 1972 treaty banning biological 
weapons; 

— A call on the world's five 
major arms suppliers — the Un- 
ited States, Britain, France, the 
Soviet Union and China — to 
meet soon to establish guidelines 
for restraining sales of conven- 
tional arms, as well as weapons of 
mass destruction and related 
technology. - 

Mr. Bnsh’s intention was to 
prevent the build-up of massive 


armies and weaponry such as that 
which Iraq used to invade Kuwait 
last August 2 and threaten its 
Gulf neighbours. 

His plan would try to balance 
regional military power and thus 
reduce tensions between Israel 
and Arab nations that are official- 
ly at war with the Jewish state. 

The U.S. plan would require 
cooperation between countries 
that have until now competed for 
lucrative defence contracts and 
flooded the region with tens of 
billions of dollars in weapons. 

One question mark was 
whether China would agree to 
Bush's measures. Mr. Bush on 
Monday ordered new sanctions 
on China for its alleged sales of 
ballistic missile technology to 
underdeveloped nations like 
Pakistan. 

Israel was also troubled by the 
proposal. Its defence ministry 
suggested on Tuesday that Mr. 
Bush should emphasise reduc- 
tions in chemical weapons be- 
cause "this is the primary prob- 
lem in the region." 


Think-tanks and the carousels of power 


Reprinted from the Economist of May 25 

"Those who desire to win the favour of princes generally 
endeavour to do so by offering them those things which they 
themselves prize most, or such as they observe the prince to delight 
in most.” Nkxolo Machiaveili. 


Ethiopians demonstrate against U.S. 


(Continued from page 1} 

• ' * 
flow of relief supplies from major 
Red Sea ports to thousands of 
Ethiopians threatened by famine. 

The violent demonstrations 
were apparently triggered by 
growing resentment among foe 
capital's 3 million residents over 
the manner in which the country’s 


new rulers came to power. 

"A lot of people feel betrayed 
by the U.S. for letting the rebels 
in,” said one resident who witnes- 
sed foe protests. 

"There has been a lot of talk 
that it was a sellout by foe U.S. 
and that the government delega- 
tion was shunted aside,” said 
another. 


Egypt calls on U.S. to speed up process 

(Continued from page 1) state’s pullout obligations. 


occupied in the 1967 war. 

Israel’s interpretation is that 
the resolutions don’t require 
withdrawal from all foe territor- 
ies. It contends that returning 
Sinai to Egypt under their 1979 
ppflfy treaty fulfilled the Jewish 


Turning to turmoil among the 
Arabs caused by foe Gulf crisis, 
Moussa said President Hosm 
Mubarak "is making contacts for 
restoring Arab solidarity and ral- 
lying 0 - Arab ranks.” 


150,000 killed in Gulf war 


(Continued from page 1) 
the Kurdish and Shiite rebellious 
against President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s rule. 

— 15,000 to 30,000 Kurds and 
other displaced people have died 
in refugee camps and on the road. 


— 4,000 to 16,000 Iraqis have 
died of starvation and disease 
since foe war ended. 

— 343 allied troops died in 
combat and accidents-among 
them were 266 Americans, of 
whom 145 were killed in action. 


WHEN Machiaveili sat down to 
write "The Prince." he was feel- 
ing anxious. Unemployed after 
many years in government ser- 
vice. he wrote his handbook of 
advice to new rulers in an attempt 
to win a job with the incoming 
Medici administration. 

The Machiaveili problem 
would be instantly recognisable 
to hordes of would-be and once- 
were government officials in to- 
day's world: "policy intellec- 
tuals." as Americans call them. 
They would not recognise his 
workplace. Displaced from pow- 
er. he had to toil in a humble 
farmhouse outside Florence. To- 
day he would sit in a think-tank, 
cosseted by secretaries and flat- 
tered by a stream of calls from 
talk-show producers. 

The “policy intellectuals" still 
strive to present their conclusions 
as impartial expertise. But, like 
Machiaveili, they are forever tug- 
ging at the sleeves of politicians.' 
Think-tanks, sitting uneasily half- 
way between government and 
universities, are institutions that 
embody this ambiguity. 

Societies in which a broad con- 
sensus dominates political think- 
ing — such as Germany and 
Japan today and foe United 
States in the late 1950s and early 
1960s — tend to respect the 
think-tanks' claim of neutrality. 
But when consensus breaks 
down, as it did in Britain and the 
United States in the late 1970s. 
think-tanks become more 
avowedly ideological. Their new 
role is to challenge conventional 
wisdom. They can articulate foe 
instincts of dissidents in the lan- 
guage of the academy, and sug- 
gest ideas that bridge the gap 
between instinct and policy. 

Many American think-tanks, 
such as the Washington-based In- 
stitute for International Econo- 
mics, still cling to an aura of 
academic detachment But an in- 
creasing number, typified by foe 
conservative Heritage Founda- 
tion, define themselves above ail 
by the fact that they bold a coherent 
body of ideas, and want to spread 
them. 

Think-tanks sprout in America 
to an extent undreamed of else- 
where. A recent book — "The 
Idea Brokets," by James Smith 
— identifies over 1,000 private 
ones, around 100 in Washington 
alone. They range from the 
Brookings Institution,, which its 
vast battleship of a building on 
Massachusetts Avenue, to tiny 
lobbying outfits with offices the 
size of a doctor's waiting room. 

They thrive in America for two 
good reasons. First, a lot of rich 
foundations are ready to pay 
good money to people to sit and 
Blink. Second, foe American sys- 
tem of government is peculiarly 
open to such chosen thinkers. 
Each new administration in 
Washington appoints not only the 
heads of its departments, or 
ministries, but also a lot of peo- 
ple further down foe departmen- 
tal ladder. Groups like the Coun- 
cil of Economic Advisers and foe 
State Department’s Policy Plan- 
ning Staff — government think- 
tanks. in effect — absorb more 
outsiders. The two houses of 
Congress employ a bureaucracy 
with a huge appetite for indepen- 
dent research Plenty of work 
here for thinkers who can catch 
the political tide. 


The revolving door between 
government and think-tanks is 
well-established. Both Zbigniew 
Brzezinski. who headed the 
National Security Council under 
Jimmy Carter, and Robert 
McFurlane. who did the same job 
for Ronald Reagan, joined the 
Centre for Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies on leaving office. 
Brent Scowcroft . now head of the 
NSC, unre worked there. 

When Ronald Reagan look 
office, no fewer that: 20 of the 
research fellows at the neo-con- 
servative American Enterprise 
Institute (AElJ joined his admi- 
nistration. Now that Mr. Reagan 
has left power, many of his 
appointees, such as Jeane Kirk- 
patrick and Richard Perle. are 
working at A El. Every American 
think-tank director has a dream 
and a nightmare. The dream is to 
house the next administration; 
the nightmare is to house the last 
one. AEI seems to have managed 
both in the course of a decade. 

The first lot of American re- 
search institutes, just before the 
World War I. was more political- 
ly innocent. It was not until the 
1960s, when "think-tank’ entered 
foe popular vocabulary, that 
these bodies became a natural 
bridge between universities and 
government. In those days think- 
tanks were intoxicated by the new 
sophistication they could apply to 
their work by way of computers, 
games theory and other novelties 
The Rand Corporation, based in 
Santa Monica in California, 
pioneered the application of "sys- 
tems analysis.” Like the Urban 
Institute, founded in Washington 
in 1968 after racial riots across 
America, it thrived not on private 
philanthropy but on research con- 
tracts from the government. 

The rise and fall of technology 

With a sociologist, Daniel Bell, 
proclaiming “foe end of ideolo- 
gy,” technocrats were in vogue. 
To President Kennedy the great 
issues related "not to basic 
dashes of philosophy or ideology 
but to ways and means of 
reaching common goals — to 
research for sophisticated solu- 
tions to complex and obstinate 
issues.” It was up to the politi- 
dans to define foe ends: an end to 
urban poverty, victory in Viet- 
nam. The think-tanks would pro- 
vide foe means. 

Failure both in Vietnam and in 
the war on poverty discredited 
technocracy. Conservatives, in 
particular, argued that foe “liber- 
al establishment” and the think- 
tanks it favoured — Brookings, 
the Rand Corporation, even" foe 
grand old Council on Foreign 
Relations in New York — embo- 
died a - stifling and wrong-headed 
■orthodoxy. 

They set about building what 
Sidney Biumenthal, a journalist 
calls a "counter-establishment." 
Because the old think-tanks were 
dominated by liberals, conserva- 
tive alternatives were required. 
During the 1970s the AEI ex- 
panded, and new organisations 
such as the Heritage Foundation 
and the Manhattan Institute for 
Policy Research were founded. 
The latter was created by William 
Casey, who became Ronald 
Reagan's campaign director and 
then head of the CIA. The con- 
servative think-tanks set about 
foe prevailing wisdom on welfare 


policy at home, detente with Rus- 
sia abroad. By 1981 much of the 
intellectual spade-work for the 
Reagan presidency bad been 
done. 

Their apparent success prod- 
ded Democrats to start building a 
counter-counter-establishment. 
The Progressive Policy Institute 
was set up by the Democratic 
Leadership Council, which is on 
the right wing of the Democratic 
Party. The Economic Policy Insti- 
tute. born in 19S6. is a bit further 
left: like the Heritage Founda- 
tion, but the other way round, it 
sees itself as a rebel fighting 
conventional wisdom. 

Britain’s gadflies 

The shift from an above-it-all 
"objectivity" to an open confes- 
sion of partisanship took place in 
Britain too, at around the same 
time. Thatcherism, like Reagan- 
ism, drew heavily upon the work 
of bright neo-conservatives out- 
raged by the "years of stagna- 
tion” in the prime ministerships 
of Harold Wilson and James Cal- 
laghan. 

There were British think-tanks 
before Margaret Thatcher be- 
came prime minister. But, with 
the notable exception of the free- 
market Institute of Economic 
Affairs (widely regarded in the 
1960s. by people who now wish 
they hadn't, as a home for im- 
practical crackpots), they were 
guardians of the chalice of con- 
sensus. The big three — the 
Royal Institute of International 
Affairs (Chatham House!, the 
Policy Studies Institute and the 
National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research — still see 
themselves as purveyors of well- 
researched common sense. The 
director of the Policy Studies 
Institute, Bill Daniel, acknow- 
ledges a belief that consensus is 
attainable if you "establish the 
facts and get people of good will 
together." 

To Britain's neo-conservatives 
that was. at best, naive. Together 
with Sir Keith Joseph. Mrs. 
Thatcher founded the Centre for 
Policy Studies (CPS) in 1974. Its 
current director of studies, David 
Willets. says the CPS started by 
assuming that “a lot of foe re- 
search put out by established 
think-tanks had a basic bias in 
favour of increased government 
spending and an essential belief 
in foe rationality of government.” 

With a tiny staff (currently 
seven, including secretaries), the 
CPS sponsored pioneering work 
on many of the ideas that came to 
define Thatcherism — privatisa- 
tion, foe "enterprise culture," a 
monetary explanation for infla- 
tion. Its dose links to the policy 
unit in the prime minister's office 
(staff members swapped jobs be- 
tween foe two places) ensured 
that its arguments were heard. 

As in America, the success of 
Britain's neo-conservative think- 
tanks prompted . imitation from 
the other side. In 1988 a group of 
left-wing luminaries, led by Lady 
(Tessa) Blackstone, launched the 
Institute for Public Policy Re- 
search. This is formally indepen- 
dent of the Labour Party, but has 
close links with its leaders. 

The fall of Mrs. Thatcher 
seems to leave Britain's neo-con- 
servative think-tanks out on foe 
end of a creaking branch. Bill 
Daniel sees them as "gadflies 
who flourished while their 
princelings were in power,” and 
foresees a steep decline in their 
influence. The CPS, seeking to 
prove him wrong, has installed 
Britain’s new prime minister, 
John Major, as its patron. But 
sticking with the Conservative 


establishment may mean that the 
- CPS loses ns claim to radicalism. 
The organisation's uncertainty is 
shown by its decision not to have 
any particular point of viewoo the 
future of foe European Commun- 
ity; a decision that makes more 
jaws than Mrs. Thatcher’s drop. 

Oddlv. the think-tank that 
seems closest to catching the next 
intellectual wave is foe one whose 
collapse seemed most logical a 
year ago. The Soda! Marker 
Foundation was set up to serve 
David Owen’s Social Democrats, 
a party that no longer exists. But 
its name contains the latest buzz- 
word. 

The Conservative Party's new 
chairman. Chris Patten, has told 
Marxism Today of hi$ interest in 
the German idea of a "social mar- 
ket," which believes it is possible 
to unleash capitalism's efficiency 
but also to keep it under the 
supervising eye of society: to 
combine the engine of individual- 
ism and a communal conscience. 
Mr. Patten even mused that the 
Conservative Party might set up a 
think-tank on the lines of Ger- 
many's Konrad Adenauer Stif- 
tung. the research arm of the 
governing Christian Democrats. 

If Germany is indeed to be the 
model, the British think-tanks 
may soon be scrambling back 
towards technocracy and the poli- 
tics of boring old consensus. 

No ideology please, we're 
German 

At first sight, it is surprising 
that German think-tanks should 
be notable for unideo logical prag- 
matism. The.biggest institutes — 
the publicly financed research 
departments’ of the Konrad Ade- 
nauer foundation and its Social 
Democratic equivalent, the 
Friedrich Elbert Foundation — 
are, after all, the offspring of 
political parties. Partisanship 
should be their middle name. In 
fact, their relations with the par- 
ties they serve sharply restrict 
their ability to tackle controver- 
sial topics. Conclusions, even 
subjects, embarrassing to the par- 
ty are unlikely to be pursued. 

Immigration is pressing and 
difficult issue. It would naturally 
commend itself to an American 
think-tank. The party ones in 
Germany are reluctant to consid- 
er so awkward a matter: almost 
anything you say is liable to 
embarrass foe particular group of 
politicians you have to worry 
about. 

Asked about research into im- 
migration quotas. Josef Tiessing 
of foe Adenauer foundation shifts 
uneasily on his leafoer sofa. "This 
is a political question,” he says, 
“it is not a scientific question.”' 
Those tempted to wander over 
that dividing line can be forceful- 
ly reminded of it. One research 
project, into who would control 
Soviet nuclear weapons if foe 
Soviet Union broke up, was 
abruptly abandoned last year. 
Too political. 

The distinction between “sci- 
entific" and “political" research 
is not just a dodge to help the big 
German foundations avoid 
embarrassing their patrons. It is 
observed, almost as carefully, by 
the think-tanks that are not de- 
pendent on party money or 
approval. Something German is 
at work here. There is a tendency 
to insist that a researcher’s work 
should be “value-free." This re- 
flects two German habits: an old 
one. an academic tradition that 
takes foe ’science" bit in social 
science very seriously; and a new- 
er yearning for consensus, for 
believing that all sensible people 
really agree with each other. 

Since 1959, when the Social 


Democrats embraced capitalism. 
German politics has been a large 
clustering around the centre, with 
only a few dissenters on the mar- 
gins. Meinhard Miegel, once a. 
Christian Democratic politician, 
who heads the Institut fur Wirt- 
schaft und Gesellschaft (Institute 
for Economics and Society) in 
Bonn, could think of no influen- 
tial German think-tank — even 
foe one run by Greens — that did 
not accept the basic tenets of the 
social market. Mr. Miegel set up 
his think-tank in 1977. He was 
not out to break the mould, just 
to collect belter data. He recalls 
thinking: "This is crazy, we are 
trying to run a party without 

His institute works on issues 
ranging from demography to 
labour shortages. Inevitably, 
given his background, its research 
has found its most appreciative 
audience among Christian Demo- 
crats. But its deliberately non- 
partisan approach is no pose; it 
helps to shape the institute's 
choice of research subjects, the 
way its conclusions are presented, 
and so. indirectly, the whole tone 
of debate in the country. In Ger- 
many interest groups like to pre- 
sent their views as rhe product of 
exhaustive research rather than 
of a distinctive philosophy. 

Will German think-tanks ever 
go the way of some of their 
English-speaking counterpart, 
and plunge into the deep waters 
of ideology? Some see signs of a 
tendency in that direction. They 
look in particular at the appoint- 
ment in 1988 of Michael Sturmer, 
a conservative historian with a 
philosophical bent, as head of foe 
Stiftung fur Wissenschaft und 
Politik (Foundation for Science 
and Politics) in Ebenhausen, near 
Munich. This institute, with over 
150 researchers, does a lot of 
work for foe federal government; 
it specialises in data, not policy 
recommendations. The appoint- 
ment of Mr. Stunner, a friend of 
Chancellor Kohl and a man often 
seen on television, made some of 
the staff fear they were going to 
be “politicised." So far, they 
seem to have feared wrongly; 
Ebenhausen stays in- foe good 
solid German tradition. 

The Germans have not yet 
created what American and Bri- 
tons would call a real think-tank. 
That requires foe revolving door. 
People with bright ideas must not 
only cany foeir opinions out of 
politics and into foe research 
institutions, but must regularly 
move back the opposite way 
when foe call comes. In Ger- 
many, so far, the door separates 
two largely distinct worlds. 

East is east but Moscow is west 

If American think-tankers 
would find Germany odd, they 
would be floored by Japan — but 
would cock an interested eyeb- 
row when they went othe Soviet 
Union. 

In Japan, as in Germany, love 
of consensus and the absence of a 
revolving door leave little room 
for unorthodox views peddled by 
independent institutes. The main 
think-tanks are offshoots of big 
firms or finance houses; the 
Nomura Research Institute, foe 
Daiwa Research Institute, foe 
Mitsubishi Research Institute. 
These bodies produce volumi- 
nous reports crammed with data 
on subjects that interest then 
sponsors. They are good at de- 
scription, less so at analysis, 
which might disagree with the 
boss's views. The research arms 
of Japan's securities firms have 
been relentlessly bullish through- 
out a 48% decline in the value of 
foe Tokyo stock market. 

The curious processes of 


Japan’s decision-making reverse 
the usual relationship between 
government and "policy intellec- 
tuals.” In America and Britain, 
even to some extent in Germany, 
think-tanks set out to influence 
foe government. In Japan the 
government tends to see 
academics as a useful way of 
influencing public opinion: how 
handy if they can be persuaded to 
open public discussion of a policy 
change the politicians want to 
make. 

In the Soviet Union, on the 
other hand, there is no longer any 
pretence that academics can be 
above foe tumult of political con- 
flict. If consensus breeds 
academic complaisance, chaos 
does the opposite. Many mem- 
bers of the Moscow research in- 
stitutes haye hurled themselves 
into politics, as advisers to 
Mikhail Gorbachev or Boris Yelt- 
sin or as politicians in their own 
right. 

The big think-tanks are still foe 
state-financed offshoots of the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences. 
These include the Central Econo- 
mic and Mathematical Institute 
(TSEMI) and the Institute of the 
World Economy and Internation- 
al Relations (IMEMO). But. 
since glasnost, they have Lived in 
a different world. Compare foe 
role of TSEMI under Brezhnev 
and Mr. Gorbachev. 

In the mid-1960s foe Kremlin, 
seeing that the economic system 
was not working, briefly flirted 
with the idea of changing it. 
TSEMI was given . the job of 
producing an alternative to the 
ideas of foe state planning agen- 
cy, Gosplan. But' foe Kosygin 
reforms, as they came to be 
known, were ditched. TSEMI 
dutifully fell quiet. A quarter of a 
century later, when Mr. Gor- 
bachev was feeling reform- 
minded. it was a head of depart- 
ment at TSEMI, Stanislav Shata- 
bn, who drafted the “500-day 
plan,” a proposal for sweeping 
free-market reforms. They even- 
tually proved too sweeping for 
Mr. Gorbachev. But this time the 
TSEMI man kept on talking, and 
threw in his lot with Mr. Yeltsin. 
Most of the Moscow think-tanks 
have now aligned themselves with 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

The revolving door has begun 
to rotate. When Edward She- 
vardnadze resigned as foreign 
minister, he at once set up the 
first privately financed think-tank 
in the Soviet Union, foe Foreign 
Policy Association. This is ex- 
pected to be a ginger group for 
“new thinking” in foreign policy. 

The oddity is that, just when 
foe Soviet Union is discovering 
the merit of think-tanks engaged 
in ideological combat, foe Amer- 
ican scene has gone quiet. It was 
Michael Dukakis who said that 
what matters is “not ideology, 
but competence.” Yet it is 
George Bush who seems to have 
adopted that numbing proposi- 
tion as a personal creed. In to- 
day’s Washington, where ideolo- 
gy is a murmur of distant guns but 
technocrats have not quite' reco- 
vered their old authority, foe 
think-tanks seem- at a loss; many 
of them are cutting the size of 
their staffs. 

The dog-days will not last. The 
United States of the 1990s has a 
manifest need for independent 
thought. The great issues of 
domestic policy — foe budget, 
foe proper handling of welfare, 
education, race relations — stay 
unsolved. That grand-sounding 
“new world order" is still a 
phrase in search of a meaning 
Modem Machiavellis have plenty 
to think about. 
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Brazil produces vintage 
form to beat Bulgaria 


UBERLANDIA, Brazil (R) — 
Brazil unleashed its patented 
sparkling, aggressive soccer to 
beat Bulgaria 3-0 arid give the 
Brazilians their first victory in a 
full international since beating 
Scotland in a World Cup soccer 
match last June. 

Brazil received two goals from 
captain Nero and one from Joao 
Paulo, but the winners easily 
could have doubled their score as 
they ran rings around the weary 
and weakened Bulgarians with 
the type of soccer reminiscent of 
their heyday. 

Brazil went straight into the 
attack, creating four dear scoring - 
chances before Neto gave them 
the lead in the 17th minute, fol- 
lowing a pass from Joao Paulo. 

Eight minutes later Joao Paulo, 
who caused the Bulgarian de- 
fence enormous problems with 


his dribbling throughout the 
match, increased Brazil's lead by 
dribbling past three defenders 
and wrong-footing goalkeeper 
Nikolov before booting the ball 
into the empty net. 

Careca n missed two clear 
chances to add a third goal before 
halftime, heading one effort 
straight at Nickolov and seeing 
another cleared off the line by a 
defender with Nikolov beaten. 

Joao Paulo and Careca n both 
missed chances early in the 
second half before Neto scored in 
the 69th minute, beating a defen- 
der and shooting into the far 
comer of Nikolov's goal after 
another pass from Joao Paulo. 

Bulgaria, which arrived Mon- 
day following a 24-hour journey 
and played with virtually a re- 
serve team, barely threatened 
Sergio in the Brazilian goal. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

♦K72 'KG ?63 *Q 109842 
Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do you bid now? 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

*Q 10763 ‘TAJ 10543 /Void 

+62 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

Q-3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

*76 7K9872 -AKI062 *7 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

Q-4 — East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


*952 7AQ93 vKJ7 +J85 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Pass 1 T Pass 

1 * Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q-6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦A Q 10973 VQJ92 K65 *Void 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Q-6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Void 7 A98752 7AS652 *98 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Pass 1 7 Pass 

2 ♦’ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Edberg, Becker erase memories of last year 


Graf defeats Langrova to 
advance at French Open 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lendl enters Beckenham Tournament 

BECKENHAM, England (AP) — Ivan Lendl, who pulled out of 
the French Open with an injury, has entered next week's Grass 
Court Tournament at Beckenham, organisers said. Lendl was 
seeded third in Paris but was forced to withdraw Sunday because 
he hadn't fully recovered from surgery on his racket hand. 
Beckenham organisers said Lend! decided to sign up for their 
event with the expectation be would be fit enough to play next 
week. Lendl won the Beckenham tournament last year when he 
skipped the French Open to prepare for Wimbledon. 

Perpendicular misses Epsom Derby 

LONDON (R) — Perpendicular, a 33-1 chance, will not run in 
the Espom Derby racing classic next Wednesday. The horse is 
owned by Lord Howard de Walden, who won the Derby in 1985 
with Slip Anchor. Perpendicular was ruled out of this year's race 
after a gallop at Newmarket Wednesday morning. The owner's 
racing manager Leslie Harrison said: "There's a possibility he 
doesn't stay and the ground is unlikely to be suitable. He would 
prefer an easier surface than we are likely to get." Perpendicular's 
withdrawal leaves champion trainer Henry Cedi with only one 
derby possibility, the winter favourite Peter Davies, now an 
outsider after disappointing run last time out. Hie colt is a 
possible mount for Lester Piggot. Toulon, winner of the Chester 
Vase, and the 2,000 guineas Victor Mystiko are 7-2 joint 
favourites. 

Aldridge leaving Real Sociedad 

SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (R) — Ireland international John 
Aldridge plans to leave Real Sociedad because bis children are 
unhappy in Spain. The former Liverpool striker said he bad no 
other reason for ending his three-year contract with the Basque 
side one year early. “I am going back ro England because my 
family have lots of problems here with the language and other 
things," he said. "It really hurts to see my children sad, sitting at 
home with no friends and nothing to do besides watching 
television." Aldridge is the Spanish League's joint top scorer this 
season with 17 goals in 36 matches. Sociedad’s Welsh manager 
John Toshack said he accepted Aldridge’s decision and was 
looking at transfer possibilities. "I explained the club's position to 
(Aldridge), that we would have to try and arrange a transfer and 
that’s what we're doing,” Toshack said. 

Czech coach quits Aston Villa job 

BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) — Former Czechoslovakia 
World Cup coach Jozef Venglos quit as manager of English soccer 
club Aston Villa. After inheriting a title-chasing team from 
current England manager Graham Taylor, Venglos spent a season 
battling against the threat of relegation. Villa, which finished 
runner up to Liverpool in the 1989-90 season, wound up fourth 
from bottom a year later and pressure mounted on the 55-year-old 
Czechoslovak who guided his country to the World Cup quarter- 
finals in Italy last year. Although he had another year of bis 
contract to run, Venglos quit after 11 months at the helm. 

British rider killed in Isle of Man 

DOUGLAS, isle Of Man (R) — Briton Ian Young, 27, became 
tile 157th victim of the Isle Of Man Tourist Trophy (TT) 
motorcycle circuit when he died in a high-speed crash during 
practice, organisers said. Young, a bachelor, was the only rider 
involved in the accident on the 60-kilometre mountain course. 
Organisers said he was travelling at about 192 KPH. The first TT 
race is Saturday. 

U.K. Board maintains ban on fighter 

LONDON (AP) — Former undefeated world light-welterweight 
boxing champion Terry Marsh, who quit boxing saying he 
suffered epilepsy, will be barred from fighting in Britain despite 
his license to box in the United States. Marsh, 33, said he has 
obtained a licence to box in Nevada and plans to fight World 
Boxing Organisation (WBO) welterweight trtlist Manning Gallo-, 
way. But British boxing officials said Tuesday they wo old stick by 
a ruling two years ago that Marsh can not fight in Britain. 
"Without any new medical evidence put before this board, I feel 
certain we will not re-issae a licence for Marsh to box again in this 
country," said John Moms, secretary of the British Boxing Board 
of Control. "He bad a special hearing nearly two years ago where 
medical experts gave their opinions and witnesses gave evidence 
and it was decided them not to grant him a new licence.” 
Remember it was Marsh who retired and returned his licence. It 
was not taken away from him," Morris said. 


PARIS (Agencies) — With 
aggressive, near-perfect tennis in 
near-perfect weather, Steffi Graf 
Wednesday became the first seed 
to reach the third round of the 
French Open. 

The second-seeded German 
demolished Petra Langrova, a 
20-year-old Czechoslovak ranked 
80th in the world, 6-0. 6-1 in 
match lasting only 45 minutes. 

Graf repeatedly attacked Lan- 
grova’s weak serve and said she 
was “especially eager to play 
well” after a relatively difficult 
6-3, 7-6 first-round victory over 
Magdalena Maleeva. 

Her ultimate goal here is a 
championship that could reclaim 
the world no. 1 spot from top- 
seeded defending titlist Monica 
Seles. 

Monica Seles and Aranxta San- 
chez Vi cario. the women's cham- 
pions in 1990 and 1989, started 
out with easy wins. 

Yugoslav* Seles beat Radka 
Zrubakova of Czechoslovakia 6-3 
64) while the Spaniard dropped 
only one game more in beating 
American Lori McNeil 6-2 6-2. 

' Argentine third seed Gabriela 
Sabatini, the U.S. Open cham- 
pion whose game has improved 
radically this year, also had not 
trouble, defeating American 
Marianne Werdel 6-1 6-1. 

The big guns in the women's 
field also served notice they're on 
track for second-week show- 
downs. Seles, along with no. 3 
seed Gabriela Sabatini, won easi- 
ly Tuesday. 

Sabatini and Graf each could 
dethrone Seles as the no. 1 
women’s player by winning the 
French Open. 

All but one of the 16 seeded 
women survived the first round. 
The victim was no. 8 Zina Garri- 
son, never comfortable on clay, 
and the victor was a Japanese 
teenager, Naoko Sawamatsu, 
who turned pro only two months 
ago. 

Seles has lost to both Graf and 
Sabatini this year, but she brim- 
med with confidence Tuesday. 


"1 always play my best tennis 
here,” she said. "I love' every- 
thing about it.” 

Meanwhile, the careers of 
Boris Becker and Stefan Edberg 
have danced to the same rhythm 
for several years. 

On Tuesday, the pair moved in 
concert again, both wiping out 
memories of first-round defeats 
last year with straight sets victor- 
ies at the French Open tennis. 

“It's nice to get through the 
first round after what happened 
last year." said world number one 
Edberg, never one for grand 
emotion, after his 6-2 6-2 6-3 win 
over Belgian lucky loser Bart 
Wuyts. 

Becker, who defeated clay 
court specialist Jordi Arrese of 
Spain 6-2 7-5 6-2, agreed. "It was 
much better that last year." 

Last year’s visit to Roland Gar- 
ros ended in swift disappointment 
for both men. 

Edberg. the losing finalist in 
1989, was beaten by Spaniard 
Sergi Bruguera in straight sets 
while Becker lost to Yugoslav 
Goran Ivanisevic. 

The pair, who are constantly 
vying for the world's top ranking, 
have both been troubled by in- 
juries recently — Edberg to his 
hip and his German rival to his 
back. 

Both rate clay as their least 
favourite surface but both looked 
strong on the second day of the 
centenary French Open. 

“If I can go on like that for a 
few matches, I have a chance." 
said Becker who has been work- 
ing on his clay court game with 
new coach Tomas Smid, the 1986 
French Open doubles champion. 

Becker, who meets Australian 
Todd Woodbridge in the second 
round, has played only a few 
exhibition matches since losing to 
Bruguera in the Monte Carlo 
final a month ago. 

But. with no obvious favourite 
in Paris, he is being tipped to win 
his first title on clay. 

"It wouldn't be bad starting 
here," said Becker, who has won 


every other Grand Slam title at 
least once and lost the Wimble- 
don crown to Edberg last year. 

Edberg. who has won twice at 
Wimbledon — beating Becker in 
both finals — and twice at the 
Australian Open, admitted he 
often thought back to his missed 
chance at Roland Garros two 
years ago, when be lost a five-set 
final to American Michael 
Chang. 

“You are not going to get that 
many chances to win a Grand 
Slam," the 25-year-old Swede 
said. "But I think I still have a 
few years.” 

Edberg enjoys the constant 
struggle against Becker, nearly 
two years his junior. 

“We have been challenging 
each other for many, many years 
now,” he said. “I think it is good 
for the game of tennis to have a 
rivalry like this.” 

“It keeps me going and I am 
sure it keeps him going.” 

"If I could play like that for a 
couple more games I think I 
could have a Chance of winning 
the tournament,” said the Ger- 
man who faces Australian Todd 
Woodbridge in the second round. 

Wilander advances 

Sweden's Mats Wilander, 
champion here three times but 
absent last year, showed be had 
not lost his touch by comprehen- 
sively beating Mexican Leonardo 
Lavalle 6-4 6-3 6-2. 

Wilander said he was feeling 
relaxed after taking two months 
off earlier this year to concentrate 
on singing and playing the guitar 
with a friend's band. 

"It was the most funy thing I 
have even done in my life so it 
was, good for me as a human 
being if not for my tennis." he 
said. 

Agassi, Sampras advance 

Agassi, the men's no. 4 need, 
won easily, eliminating Petr Kor- 
da of Czechoslovakia 6-1. 6-2. 









Tyson-Ruddock rematch is on again 


NEW YORK (R) — Dovovan 
"Razor” Ruddock decided to go 
ahead with his cancelled rematch 
with Mike Tyson next month 
because his promoter is getting 
justice and "for the love of box- 
ing and the opportunity to knock 
out Mike Tyson," his promoter 
Murad Mohammad said. 

The June 28 fight in Las Vegas 
will take place regardless of the 
result of a Nevada State Athletic 
Commission hearing Wednesday, 
Mohammad said. 

Mohammad is appealing 
against a one-year suspension and 
S25.Q00 fine imposed on him for 
brawling in the ring last March 
after the referee stopped the first 
Tyson-Ruddock bout- in the 
seventh round and awarded vic- 
tory to the former world 
heavyweight champion even 


though Ruddock did not appear 
hurt. 

Spokesman for Don King, 
Tyson's manager, said they could 
not confirm the rematch was on 
until King himself said so, but the 
Mirage Casino Hotel said it had 
resumed selling tickets to the 
fight Monday after getting the 
go-ahead from Mohammad. 

A variety of reasons have been 
given for the cancellation last 
May 15 of the rematch. 

Mohammad said Ruddock had 
refused to fight in the rematch 
until his promoter got justice. 
“My boxer stood up. He fell he 
was not going to fight if his 
promoter was stripped of his 
rights," Mohammad said by tele- 
phone from Las Vegas. 

But now they were satisfied 
that Mohammad would get a fair 


hearing and the promoter's side 
would be heard for the first time'. 
Mohammad said. 

Spokesmen for King had said 
Ruddock stepped aside to allow 
Tyson to challenge Evander 
Holyfield for the heavyweight ti- 
tle but the champion’s manager. 
Dan Duva, said that "Holyfield’s 
next fight never had anything to 
do with Ruddock-Tyson.” 

A spokesman for Duva said 
Tuesday that the Ruddock fight's 
revival was unlikely to affect 
negotiations on how the purse for 
a Tyson-Holyfield fight wonld be 
split, negotiations that he said 
were now at a standstill. 

"It’s not an amiable negotia- 
tion by any means by it's not 
dead,” spokesman Mike Boor- 
man said. 


Steffi Graf recovers her old flair 

6-2. That set op a third-round 
match between Agassi and John 
McEnroe's younger brother, Pat- 
rick, who beat Australian Jason 
Stoltenberg 7-6 (7-1), 6-2, 6-4. 

One seed with little past suc- 
■ cess on day needed heroics to 
advance. U.S. Open champion 
Pete Sampras dropped the first 
two sets to powerful clay-court 
specialist Thomas Muster, then 
came back to win 4-6, 4-6, 6-4, 
6-1, 6-4. It was the first time 
Sampras bad won a match after 
dropping the opening two sets, 
and he did so by overcoming a 1-4 
deficit in the last set. 

Goran Ivanisevic of Yugosla- 
via, tbe no. 8 seed who onsted 
Becker here a year ago. defeated 
France’s Frederic Fontang, but 
was fined SI, 000 for spitting in bis 
rival's direction. 

Well-known unseeded players 
reaching tire second round in- 
clude former titlefaolder Mats 
Wilander, a straight-sets winner 
Tuesday, and former Wimbledon 
champion Pat Cash. 

Chang victorious 

Chang, seeded 10th. and 
France’s best hope, no. 7 seed 
Guy Forget, also advanced, but 
after difficult matches. 

Chang outlasted Sweden's Lars 
Jonsson, 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 6-4, 3-6. 
6-3. raising his career record in 


Cipollini 
wins Tour Of 
Italy stage 

CAGLIARI, Sardinia (AP) — 
Mario Cipollini of Italy has won ! 
the hilly 231-kilometre third 
stage of the Tour Of Italy cycling 
race but fellow Italian Franco 
Chioccioli kept the pink jersey of 
tbe overall leader. 

Cipollini completed the stage 
in six hours 11 minutes and 52 
seconds. Chioccioli finished in 
38th place, but kept his overall 
lead 

Claudio Chi applied, an Italian 
standout who won the Milan-San 
Remo and Tour Of Basque coun- 
tries races this year, was in third 
place overall, 11 seconds behind 
the leader. 




INDIFFERENCE IS REALLy 
SET77MG fN WHEN THE 
ONUy QUESTION THEY J 
ASK IS *HAVEYOU v 
WOUNC> THE CLOCK T ) 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



five-set matches to a remarkable 
3-1. He wasted three points at the 
end before winning when the 
umpire overruled a line call ia his 
favour. 

Forget, cheered on by a noisy 
centre-court crowd, survived a 
scare against American Jimmy 
Arias. The Frenchman won the 
first two sets easily, dropped the 
third and trailed 1-4 in a fourth 
set tiebreaker before two un- 
forced errors by Arias helped him ' 


to a 6-3, 6-2, 5-7, 7-6 '(7-4): vi* 
toiy. 

The men’s field lost its fifth 
seed through ini jury. Spanish 
day-court specialist Smgt Bra- 
guera withdrew frecanse of badt 
problems while leading Italy's 
Omar Camporese 6-1, 6-2, 4-6, 
0 - 1 . 

Bruguera said he began feeling 
pam in his back in practice Tues- 
day, but felt all right Wednesday 
until the second set. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


TUP RETTED MALE 


fWWS 


DIET 

CAKE 

1 MIX 


~0 Clt 


Q o o 




“Directions: Put mix in bowl, 
jog 3 miles; add 2 cups water, 
jog 3 miles; add one egg, 
jog 3 miles..." 



THKTSCRAMBLH) WORD QAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary tvords. 




THEY WENT ON 
VACATION TO BE” 
COfAB REFRESHED, 
BUT RETURN EP 
HOME LOOKING TH/S. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hero: 


Yesterday’s 


lAnswere Monday) 

Jumbles: MOUNT DIRTY CLOTHE FROUC 

Answer What the young podiatrist needed (n order to 
get ahead in his profession — A FOOTHOLD 


THE Daily Crossword by Louis Sabin 


ACROSS 
t Part of HRH 


8 Make better 
12 Piarrts with 
edible tubers 
14 Afr. bigwig 


(approximately) 

17 Budget item 

18 Annual visitor 
20 Aesthete 

craftsmanship 

22 BB 

23 Declares 

24 Beloved of 
Ra Dames 

25 Woke up 

27 "Key Largo" 


31 WingHke 

32 Pound sounds 

34 Balanced 

35 Mai de — 


37 Current 

38 Bluenose 

40 Roottop turners 

42 Omru figure 

43 Green-Week bird 
45 Bottom lines 

47 Contentment 

48 Pidc-me-tip 

49 East 

52 Red or white 
flower 

55 Horse-racing 
site 

57 Does road work 

58 Mqpana money 

59 Attack 

60 Madrid ladies: 
abbr. 

61 River to the 
Baltic 

62 MHes of movies 
83 Tunneter 

DOWN 

1 Rom. dance 

2 Cake decorator 

3 Chris 
craft? 

4 Obliterate 

5 Sharif and 
Bradley 

6 Counting word 


■■■■a am 



!■■■ !!■■■■ .!■■■ 


*'*>' I'tuvMMtSarnn Inc 

M H-gttj Rnmwil 


7 No longer 
working: abbr. 

8 Nabs 

9 Single 

10 Libertine 

1 1 Formerly once 
13 Netherlands 

com once 
15 Rushing river 
feature 
19 Give up 
21 Coterie 

24 Anoint once 

25 Bivouacs 

26 On me qui 
viva 

27 Domg mime 

28 CA college 

29 Actor 
Patrick 

30 Tritons 
33 Stupid 

39 Hostess 

40 Landscapes 

41 Botamcal 
openings 

42 Circus walkers 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


0000 nnocira hch 
nnnn 00000 001 
mnngnnn omi 
0001300 000 00{ 
nnnrui mum 
nnapj Qmn anant 
00000 nr 

000000 sun ant 

000 013000 

0000 00nnn nnt 

0000000 ant 


44 a Turner 
46 Countdown 
word 

48 Mongol 

49 Eur. capital 

50 Bust 


5t Relating to 

52 Mention 

53 Abadan's lent 

54 Undsrfing: abf 
56 Elko's state: 


1 
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In co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Currency 


TOKVC 



uwc ?9/5/9I 

Sterling Pound'' 


1 .7466 

Deutsche Mark 

1.4935 

BOB 

Swiss Franc 

I. 44 35 


French Franc 


warn 

Japanese Yen 



European Currem Unit 




Earo *» a " Off t n la s u IM GMT 
Earocuiiwcy liras rest Rates 


Dm*: 


£9/5 *91 


1 Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MIMS 

6 MTHS 



5.67 

6.00 

6.06 

6.50 


11.56 

11.37 

ii. n 

10.93 

Deutsche Mark 

6.6) 

6.93 

9.00 

9.00 

Swiss Franc 

6.06 

6.06 

6.00 

7.61 

French Franc 

9.57 

9.25 

9.25 

9.25 

Japanese Yea 

7. SI 

1.56 

7.59 

B Bl 

European Currency Unit 

HH 

■SB 


9.50 


Data: 29-5:91 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Cm 3 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm J 

GoU 


p ";Vv.r 

Stiver 




‘ 21 Cm 

Central Bank of Jordan 


Enkanga Rata Btxdetfn 

Date: 


. "9/5/97 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 

.676 

.660 

Sterling Pound 

1.1836 

1.1895 

Deutsche Mark 

.4001 

.4021 

Swiss Franc 

.4693 

.4716 

French Franc 

.1176 

TT7T? 

Japanese Yen” 

.4916 

.4943 

Dutch Guilder ' 

.3552 

.3570 

Swedish Krona 

.1116 

.1122 

Italian Lira 0 

.0536 

.0541 

Belgian Franc 

.01935 

EH 

0 Per 18# 



Other Currencies 

On**.- Z9/5/97 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7300 

1.7400 

Lebanese Lira” 

.074 

.076 

Saudi Riyal 

.16 03 

.1812 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

HM 

Qatari Riyal 

.1825 

.1835 

Egyptian Pound 

.1900 

2050 

Omani Riyal 

J.7I50 

1.7300 

UAE Dirham 

.162 5 

.1835 

Greek Drachma* 

7J55V 

.3650 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4300 

1.4400 


CAB MkH for Amman Financial Marine' 


Index 

17/5/91 a.** 

28/5/91 close 

AB-Sharc 

773.33 

113.75 

Banking Sector 

110.14 

110.83 

Insurance Sector 

112.19 

112.46 

Industry Sector 

116.82 

116.79 

Services Sector 

125.42 

' 126. 


Bahrain reports rise 
in exports, imports 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain’s tot- 
al exports in the fourth quarter of 
1990 rose by 33.9 per cent to 

447.2 million dinars (SI. 186 bil- 
lion) from the same period of 
1 989 , the Bahrain Monetary 
Agency (BMA) said. 

A BMA quarterly report said 
total exports in the fourth quarter 
of 1989 were 334 million dinars 
($886 million). 

Oil income rose sharply to 

375.1 million dinars ($995 mil- 
lion), up 63.6 per cent on 229.2 
million dinars (S608 million) in 
the same period of 1989. 

But fourth quarter non-oil in- 
come plunged to 72.1 million 
dinars ($191 million) from 104.8 
million dinars ($278 million) in 
1989. 

Fourth quarter imports rose to 

432.4 million dinars ($1,147 bil- 
lion) from 335 million dinars 
($889 million) in die same period 
of 1989. 

Oil imports almost doubled to 

238.1 million dinars ($632 mil- 
lion) from 136.9 million dinars 
($363 million) the previous year. 

B ahrain imports nearly 200,000 
barrels of oil per day from neigh- 
bouring Saudi Arabia through 
pipelines for refining. 

Non-oil imports fell slightly to 

194.3 Bullion dinars ($515.4 mil- 
lion) from 198.3 million dinars 
($526 million) in the same period 
of 1989. 

The BMA report also showed 
that assets of B ahrain ’s offshore 
banking units (OBUS) rose by 
3.6 per cent in the fourth quarter 
of 1990 compared with the third 


quarter but were sharply down on 

die same period of 1989. 

Total assets on Dm. 31. 1990 
stood at $59.86 billion against 
$57.78 billion at the end of the 
previous quarter. 

Assets of OBUS were $72.58 
billion on Dec. 31. 1989, seven 
months before the outbreak of 
the Gulf crisis. 

The BMA said 51 OBUS were 
operating in Bahrain at the end of 
1990. Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
undermined confidence in Gulf 
Arab financial markets, leading 
to heavy deposit withdrawals. 

The BMA said West European 
countries provided $11.5 billion 
of total deposits and received 
S13.3 billion of total loans, while 
offshore centres had about S3.2 
billion of total liabilities and $4.9 
billion of total assets. 

Assets of commercial banks 
declined to 1.871 billion dinars 
($4,962 billion) in the fourth 

? |uarter from 1.925 billion dinars 

S5.1 billion) for the third quar- 
ter. 

Private sector deposits totalled 

825.5 million dinars ($2.18 bil- 
lion) at the end of 1990, un- 
changed from the previous quar- 
ter. 

Public sector deposits rose to 

511.1 million dinars ($1,356 bil- 
lion) from 419.4 million (1.112 
billion) at the end of September. 

Total BMA assets rose in the 
fourth quarter to 542.778 million 
dinars ($1,440 billion) compared 
with 423.274 million ($1,123 bil- 
lion) in the third quarter. 


Consumer confidence 
in U.S. declines for 
second month 


NEW YORK (R) — Consumer 
confidence fell for the second 
consecutive month in May. 
undermining other recent signs 
that the U.S. recession may be 
nearing an end, a private business 
group said Tuesday. 

The Conference Board, a busi- 
ness research group, said its 
monthly index of consumer confi- 
dence registered 74.2 in May, 
down from 79.4 m April. 

In March, after the end of the 
Gulf war, foe index shot op. -to 
81.1, its highest level since last 
September. The index is based on 
a 1985 reading of 100. 

This month’s survey found that 
people were increasingly nervous 
about foe economy and less opti- 
mistic in their outlook for foe 
future. Buying plans were mod- 
erately weaker m May. 

“The euphoria which followed 
foe victory in the Gulf is wearing 
off and people’s attention is re- 
turning to the realities of a soft 
economy." said Fabian Linden, 
executive director of foe Confer- 
ence Board. 

The monthly survey of 5,000 
American households found that 
about 38 per cent believe current 
business conditions are bad, up 


from 36 per cent last month. Only 
11 per cent said they were good. 

There was also a rise in concern 
about unemployment. A total of 
38.6 per cent of respondents said 
jobs were hard to get in May, up 
from 35.5 per cent in April. Less 
foatn 10 per cent said jobs were 
plentiful. 

Consumers’ plans to buy cars, 
which rose in April, fell in May, 
foe survey found. Car-buying 
plans continue to run well below 
year-ago levels. 

Intentions to buy a home fell 
for foe second straight month, 
after posting a good gain in 
March. Plans to acquire a major 
appliance also remain weak, foe 
New York-based board said. 

Consumers* expectations, 
while weaker, did not take a 
dramatic fall, foe group said. 

“Still, consumer expectations, 
while weaker than they were a 
month or two earlier, remain at a 
reasonably sturdy level,” Mr. 
Linden said. 

“But given the recent messages 
that we have been receiving from 
consumers, the suggestion that 
the recession is ’bottoming out’ 
may still be somewhat prema- 
ture," he added. 


E. German Treuhand agency to break 1991 credit limit 


BERLIN (R) — Germany’s 
Treuhand p r i vat is at ion agency is 
likely to overshoot its 25 bflbon 
mark ($14 bxSiou) borrowing 
limit this year, highlighting the 
spiralling costs of German uni- 
fication. 

A senior official has said extra 
loans were needed to pay for 
mass dis mis sa ls in the east’s de- 
crepit industries. 

The Treuhand, charged with 
awning, rescuing or closing former 
co m munis t firms, has borrowed 
«tt Vrilfiran marks ($3.4 biUiqn) on 
short-term money markets. 

Last month it launched a two 
billion mark ($1-1 trillion) com- 


mexczal paper issue. 

“At the moment they’re work- 
ing to budget. But they could 
break it by force trillion marks 
($1.7 billion) later this year," a 
senior Bonn official said. 

A bread* of foe Treahancfs 
credit limit, set in last year’s 
hastily-negotiated treaty se alin g 
unity between east and west, 
could further strain German cre- 
dit markets and keep interest 
rates high. 

Growing social unrest due to 
maw unemployment in foe east 
h™ farced foe Trenhaod to water 
down a harsh sell-or-dose priva- 
tisation policy, yielding to union 


demands that dismissed workers 
should receive minimum redun- 
dancy pay-outs. 

“This will hit the Treuhand ’s 
pocket hard this year," the offi- 
cial saifo 

The Treuhand has decided to 
save foe east’s loss-making che- 
mical, shipyard and steel indus- 
tries from immediate closure and 
pay for turning them around over 
a two to three year period. 

Government economic advis- 
ers warned that this switch in 
policy would make it far more 
expensive to rescue the economy 
of the depressed east, in free-fall 


since it merged with the west last 
July. 

After visiting the Treuhand’s 
Berlin headquarters. Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel said he 
would back the agency's new 
policy of rescuing some failed 
companies to save jobs. 

“Social support measures will 
cost a lot of money but they are 
necessary he told reporters. 

Mr. Waigel said state aid was 
needed to give hope to workers in 
foe east, one in two of whom 
could soon be out of work. 

A clause in foe unification trea- 
ty empowers Mr. Waigel to raise 
foe Treu band’s borrowing limit. 
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Iran central bank secures 
70% of foreign loans 


ISFAHAN Iran (Ri — Iran 
emerging from more than a de- 
cade of political and economic 
isolation, has secured most of the 
$17.5 billion it is seeking from - 
foreign banks to help finance its 
1990-94 economic plan. 

Central bank governor 
Mohammad Hossein Adeli told 
Reuters that 70 per cenr had been 
secured and the balance would be 
negotiated within a year. 

Iran plans to raise another S10 
billion through trade buy agree- 
ments — formal credits set 
against future Trade. 

Mr. Adeli said the loans agreed 
so far carried a two to five year 
grace period, and repayments 
would be completed in around 15 
years. 

“We don't intend to take any 
financing for balance of pay- 
ments, only for projects.” 
Mr. A deli said. 

French banks were al the fore- 
front of a long list including Ger- 
many, Italy. Switzerland, Au- 
stria. Sweden. Canada. Japan 
and some based in Luxembourg. 

Talks with Australian banks 
had also begun, he added. 

Iran has run a positive balance 
of payments for the past few year 
and the Gulf crisis helped the oil 
revenues leap $6 :o S7 billion in 
the year ending march 31 from a 
year ago, central bank sources 
said. 

Mr. Adeli, without giving de- 
tails. said Iran’s reserves in 
Europe were higher than the $7 
billion estimated by the Bank for 
International Settlements. 

A team from the International 


Monetary Fund (IMF) visited 
Iran last week, but there was no 
question of Iron applying to the 
IMF for loans. Mr. Adeli said. 

“They were jus; here for con- 
sultations and we are not plan- 
ning to enter any programme 
with the IMF.’’ he said. 

Mr. Adeli said Iran wanted to 
increase cooperation with foe 
IMF but as a creditor. 

He said the IMF was going to 
produce a country report on Iran 
but lacked macro-economic in- 
formation after Iran’s 12 year 
absence from the international 
financial communin’ following 
the 1979 revolution. 

Austerity measures during the 

past 18 months have cut inflation 
to nine per cent :n the year- 
ending in March, marking the 
first time Iran was posted a single 
digit rate for 15 years. Mr. Adeli 
said. 

Hie previous year the inflation 
rate was 17.5 pre cent. 

Gross domestic product (GDP) 
increased 10.1 per cent last year, 
after a four per cent increase foe 
previous year and a negative 
growth rate the year before. 

That GDP performance re- 
flects a recovery from a low base 
caused by foe 1980-88 war with 
Iraq. 

In absolute terms the oil sec- 
tor’s growth was greatest, but in 
percentage terms foe industry 
and construction sectors grew fas- 
ter. A programme of deregula- 
tion has helped accelerate the 
growth. 

Iran’s derision in February to 
peg the riyal at 1380 to the dollar 


— much closer to foe free-markcr 
rate — has made its currency 
more stable. 

The surge in oil revenues — 
which provide around 95 per cent 
of foreign exchange earnings — 
to close to $19 billion in foe year 
ended in March helped a faster 
reduction in Iran’s budget deficit. 

The deficit fell to 570 billion 
riyals in the year ended in March 
from 12.000 billion the previous 
year and 26,000 billion foe year 
before. 

Stiff tax increases and an im- 
provement in the tax collection 
system helped boost tax revenues 
by 32 per cent last year. Mr. 
Adeli said. 

Tax revenues were equivalent 
to around five per cent of foe 
country’s 27,000 million riyal 
GDP, central bank sources said. 

The National Iranian Oil Com- 
pany (NIOC) was given a $5.6 
billion budget to help raise oil 
production capacity by around 

1.5 million barrels per day to five 
million by 1993, which would 
leave Iran around one million 
short of its per-re volution sustain- 
able capacity. 

Iranian Finance Minister 
Mohsen Noorbakhsh said earlier 
his country was seeking $27.7 
billion in foreign credits to help 
finance its 1990-94 plan. 

He also told reporters that 
Saudi Arabia and its partners in 
foe Gulf Cooperation Council — 
perviously hostile to Tehran — 
have invited Iran to join a plan- 
ned Gulf common market. 

“We all agreed to work in this 
context to have regional coopera- 



Mohsen Noorbakhsh 
tion," said Mr. Noorbakhsh. 

He said Iran was negotiating 
with foreign governments and in- 
ternational banks to secure S17.7 
billion in investments and foreign 
credits. Another $10 billion 
would be in the form of export 
credits. 

Mr. Noorbakhsh, a strong sup- 
porter of foe liberal policies of 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, said Iran’s parliament no 
longer opposed seeking foreign 
credits. 

“We have already started 
negotiations with countries like 
Germany and France," he said 
describing foe talks as positive. 

He said an “arbitration prob- 
lem" with Coface, the French 
export credit agency, was “over." 
He did not give further details. 

He said Iran would spend $120 
billion on its five-year plan, which 
started in March last year. 




NICOSIA (R) — Baghdad’s fi- 
nance minister has reassured Ira- 
qis their new banknotes are as 
good as foe old despite rumours 
they were printed on photo- 
copiers. 

The Iraqi News Agency (IN A) 
Wednesday quoted Finance 
Minister Majeed Abd Jaafar as 
saying the Iraqi dinar would re- 
gain its pre-Gulf war status and 
value in a short time. 

“The Iraqi currency, including 
the recently introduced 25 and 50 
dinar notes, is fully backed finan- 
cially.” Mr. Jaafar told the Bagh- 
dad weekly Alef Ba a, according 
to INA. 

One of many rumours circulat- 
ing in the country is that the new 
25 dinar notes, thinner and paler 
than their predecessors, were 
printed on colour photocopying 
machines rather than by the gov- 
ernment’s traditional printer. 

INA. received in Cyprus, 
quoted Mr. Jaafar as saying: 
"The experts ... made sure sever- 
al secrets were hidden (in the new 
note) to guarantee it would not 
be exposed to forgery attempts.” 

Travellers have told Reuters in 

Baghdad that in north of Iraq the 
new 25-dinar note, printed in 
large quantities as prices rocketed 
during’ foe Gulf war. counts as 15 
dinars. The old one is treated as 
30 dinars. 

Some Iraqis apparently fear the 
■notes were issued as an emergen- 
cy measure and will become 
worthless once the economy set- 
tles. 


Korean economy set for 
strong growth despite unrest 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
economy, recovering from a pro- 
longed export slump, is set for 
strong growth in 1991 despite 
weeks of social and political tur- 
moil that rocked President Rob 
Tae-Woo’s government, econom- 
ists have said. 

Few businessmen and foreign 
buyers appear to have lost confi- 
dence in the economy. Invest- 
ment in production facilities 
shows no sign of declining, they 
said. 

“All indications point to solid 
growth this year," said Kim Han- 
Ung, research director of foe- 
country’s central bank, foe Bank 
of Korea (BOK). 

“In fact some sectors of foe 
economy are overheating the face 
(labour, materials and invest- 
ment) bottlenecks," he said. 

Economic planners will face a 
difficult task in controlling en- 
suing inflation which, gauged by 
foe consumer price index, stood 
at 10.1 per cent at the end of the 
April from a year earlier. 

Mr. Kim said export-led econo- 
mic growth would help the cur- 
rent account balance of payments 
return to surplus next year. 

Last year’s deficit of $2.16 tril- 
lion was expe ct ed to shrink to less 
than S2 billion in 1991, lie added. 

Economists said many workers 
did not take pan in foe almost 
daily anti-government protests 
that have plagued South Korea 
since- police in Seoul beat a 
student demonstrator to death on 
April 26. 

The wave of anger among stu- 
dents and dissidents brought tens 
of thousands, sometimes hun- 
dreds of thousands of people on 
to foe streets in May. Rob re- 


sponded by sacking hardline pre- 
mier Ro Jai-Bong and reshuffling 
•foe cabinet over the weekend. 

“There have been anti- 
government demonstrations in 
many yean in South Korea and 
foe protests themselves have had 
little impact on the economy," 
said Chang Won-Hyok, vice- 
president of Chase Manhattan 
Bank. 

Even in 1987, when nationwide 
street 1 demonstrations forced 
then-President Chun Doo Hwan 
to bow to demands for ' direct 
elections, the economy grew by 
an impressive 12.9 per cent, 
bankers and economists said. 

BOK officials said exports be- 
tween Jan. 1 and May 24 grew 

14.5 per cent from foe same 
period the year before to $25.4 
bflfion. 

Exports increased 4.2 per cent 
in all of 1990. 

In the first 24 days in May, 


when the recent wave of South 
Korean protests peaked, exports 
rose 25.7 per cent from the same 
period the year before to $4.16 
billion. 

“During the 24-day period, foe 
arrival of letters of export credit 
rose 16.7 per cent,” foe BOK’s 
Kim said. 

He predicted a nine per cent 
real growth in gross'national pro- 
duct (GNP), foe total value of 
goods and services produced by 
.as economy, in 1991, unchanged 
from last year. 

Mr. Yam Dong-Chul, trade 
promotion manager at the Korea 
Foreign Trade Association, said 
it was important to note there was 
no major labour dispute in May 
this year, departing from a pat- 
tern seen in the past four years 
when companies reported billions 
of dollars of production losses 
due to strikes. 


mCAMCY 

House-keeper required to work for a family in 
Amman under the condition of live-in. 

To whom interested- please call Tel. No. 603642 

FURNISHED SMALL SUITE FOR RENT 

One bedroom, sitting room, kitchenette and bath. 
Location: Shmeisani' — Behind Commodore Hotel. 

Call 662671 or 677328 



AB95a®yE6CEMNT 

The American Community School is accepting applica- 
tions for Elementary and High School students for the 
1991/92 school year. 

For more information, please call the ACS 
administration office at 813944 or 813946. 

TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

1. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious 
reception area, 80 sq.m., fully equipped kitchen, luxury 
furniture, TV, video, air condition, indep. tel., central 
heating, car park. Location 6th Circle 

2. Elegant penthouse in Abdoun. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms, luxury furniture, air cond., fully equipped kit. 

For appointment pis call 810303 or 666927 



Opening June 1st 
^^Smart Look 
: Sun Tan Bed 
Slirtiniing Machine 

^MODERN FASHION DESIGN mm 

Looking for a full time executive secretary 
with knowledge of computer. 

French is an asset. 

Please write to: 

P.O.Box 927248, Amman. 


By Sealed Bid 

1985 Mazda GLX 626 automatic, red sports coupe, 
90,000 km, excellent condition. Reserve price JD 1 ,500. 

Bids close 11:00 a.m. May 30 

Call Miss Kbnloud 811308 - from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY! teji 

• AMIGA 2000 with 1041S colour stereo monitor for sale. 

- Prafess/ona/ graphics -and siwnd capabilities (4096 colours. 1 Mega 
’ byte RAM, and 4 sound channels): Enormous software collection. 
Only JD 950. Call 844126. 
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NATO pledges drastic 
changes in strategy 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The prim- 
ary Western military alliance, cit- 
ing the end of the cold war, 
pledged drastic changes in NATO 
military strategy Wednesday as a 
response to new security threats 
in Eastern Europe and the Gulf. 

‘The new era has well and 
truly begun for Europe and the 
alliance," the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) de- 
fence ministers said in a final 
communique issued after two 
days of talks. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney and his NATO col- 
leagues endorsed a “new force 
structure" for the alliance, the 
centrepiece of which is a largely 
European “Rapid Reaction 
Corps'* of at least four divisions 
under British command. 

These “will provide the basis 
for the flexible deployment of a 
range of forces depending on the 
situation." the ministers said in 
the communique. 

The defence ministers also dis- 
cussed the fate of NATO’s 4,000 
short-range nuclear warheads. 
But they announced no action on 
any cuts in these weapons, which 
will be the subject of East- West 
arms control talks once a conven- 
tional arms reduction treay has 
been ratified by the NATO and 
Warsaw nations. 

The officials also pledged to 
continue “the process of dia- 
logue" with Eastern European 
nations. And they warned re- 
duced East-West tensions will not 
quickly yield reduced defence 
outlays in the NATO stales. 

NATO Secretary General 
Manfred Woemer told reporters 
the NATO allies expect "substan- 
tial reductions” in defence 
budgets in the long term, but 
possibly higher short-term costs ro 
restructure and modernise the 
alliance's forces. 

For “the majority (of the 16 
NATO states) defence expendi- 
tures in real terms should not be 
expected to reduce substantially 
in the near term." the communi- 
que said. 

Tbe accord on the Rapid Reac- 
tion Corps came less than a year 
after the NATO leaders, at a 


London summit, vowed to 
change NATO's military posture 
into one that reflects the end of 
superpower rivalry. 

Still to be worked out, the 
statement said, are. details on 
NATO’s new command struc- 
ture. 

Until now, NATO has relied 
on national forces operating side 
by side to prevent a massive 
assault into the alliance's central 
region, mostly Germany, from 
the now-defunct Warsaw Pact. 

The NATO communique rec- 
ognised that the end of the cold 
war signalled a "much unproved 
security environment in Europe" 
which has made “an East-West 
conflict much more unlikely." 

It said the allies tviii maintain a 
credible, albeit sharply reduced 
military presence. It cited a politi- 
cally unstable Eastern Europe, 
especially the Soviet Union, 
Europe's largest military power. 

The future use of NATO's 
Rapid Reaction Forces “points to 
a problem we are confronted 
with," Woemer said. 

Speaking on Eastern Europe, 
he added, “we have to deal with a 
very unstable situation around us 
and with a lot of risks you cannot 
yet clearly define.” The NATO 
communique also cited the Gulf 
war as an example of an outside 
threat to NATO security. 

“Thus, the alliance needs to 
continue to work to protect peace 
and freedom and must preserve 
the strategic balance and main- 
tain credible deterrence and an 
effective common defence to 
counter any threat to the territory 
of the allies," the communique 
said. 

As NATO prepares for deep 
overall cuts in its forces — allied 
troops in its Central European 
region alone wili likely go from 
830,000 to 625,000 by 1995 — it 
will in tbe future field more 
mobile, more integrated units. 

The Rapid Reaction Corps is 
part of an overall new strategy for 
NATO, to be adopted formally at 
an autumn NATO summit. That 
overall strategy will also reflect a 
reduced reliance on nuclear arms 
and a greater role for Europe 



Dick Cheney 

within the new NATO. 

In addition to the deployment 
force, there will be two other key 
components of NATO's future 
military posture; Mam defence 
forces to protect alliance territory 
in a conflict and reinforcement 
forces. 

Given its makeup, the Rapid 
Reaction Corps of 50,000 to 
70.000 European troops is seen as 
the kernel for a future European 
defence force that may operate 
with or without U.S. forces. 

Since 1967, NATO has reiied 
on a "flexible response" strategy, 
promising the former Warsaw 
Pact a reply in kind to conven- 
tional and nuclear attack. 

Tbe Rapid Reaction Corps will 
comprise air, land and sea units 
under British command. It is to 
be in place after 1994 — when the 
Soviet Union is due to withdraw 
tire last of its 370,000 troops in 
the former East Germany — and 
may deploy anywhere in the 
NATO's European area in times 
of crisis. 

The force will have at least four 
divisions: Two British and two 
multinational. The latter two will 
have forces from Germany, Bel- 
gium, the Netherlands. Britain 
and the southern allies, including 
Italy. 

The United States might field a 
fifth division, officials said. A 
division is usually about 15,000 
soldiers. 


Gandhi’s Congress names 
veteran Rao as leader 

NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
Congress Party, robbed of a 
nationally-known leader by the 
assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, 
named Narasimha Rao as its pro- 
visional president Wednesday 
.ahead of a second round of 
national polls. 

The 69-year-old veteran loyal- 
ist was elected unanimously by 
the party’s highest body, the Con- 
gress Working Committee 
(CWC), but the decision will 
have to be ratified within six 
months by a broader grouping of 
party leaders, CWC member 
Vithal Gadgil told reporters. 


Polling started the day before 
Gandhi's killing on May 21. Two 
more days of voting were post- 
poned to June 12 and 15. 

Rao was chosen after Gandhi’s 
Italian-born widow Sonia, 44, 
turned down pleas from the Con- 
gress leadership to become party 
figurehead to maximise a sym- 
pathy vote in the polls. 

Rao said in a statement: “At 
this moment, surcharged with 
grief and gratitude, my short re- 
sponse would be: 1 shall do my 
best... what India needs above 
all is a strong and stable govern- 
ment.” 


U.S. flotilla leaves after 
mercy role in Bangladesh 

CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh 
(AP) — Seven-thousand U.S. 
sailors and Marines sailed for 
home Wednesday after a two- 
week humanitarian mission distri- 
buting desperately needed relief 
to .survivors of a killer cyclone. 

"What tbe American task force 
leaves behind is hope and life for 
tbe people of Bangladesh.” Maj.- 
Gen. Henry Stackpole, comman- 
der of Operation Sea Angel, said 
in a message relayed to the seven 
U.S. ships carrying the service- 
men as they headed south in the 
Bay of Bengal. 

“The people of Bangladesh will 
never forget your presence here. 

To them, Sea Angels was not a 
catchword phrase — it repre- 
sented the gift of life out of death 
and hope out of misery," be said. 

U.S. President George Bush 
diverted the task force, which had 
been heading home from tbe Gulf 
war, to speed relief to an esti- 
mated Z.7 million survivors of the 
April 30 cyclone that devastated 
coastal areas and low-lying is- 
lands in southeast Bangladesh. 

According to government esti- 
mates, 139.000 people died. 

As the task force was leaving 
Wednesday morning, the USS St. 

Louis, an amphibious cargo ship. 


arrived from Japan with a large 
quantity of intravenous solution 
for cyclone survivors, said Lt. 
Ken Ross, a U.S. military spokes- 
man. 

In an interview Tuesday, 
Stackpole said Operation Sea 
Angel delivered more than 3.300 
tons of relief supplies by helicop- 
ter, boat and hovercraft. 

U.S. military medical teams 
and engineers, working with the 
Bangladeshis and international 
relief organisations, also treated 
survivors and helped contain an 
outbreak of diarrhea caused by 
contaminated drinking water, the 
general said. 

“Our mission was to save lives. 
I think we saved a lot — I wish we 
could have saved more," he said. 
“We have virtually, directly or 
indirectly, reached all of these 1.7 
million.” 

In his farewell message, Stack- 
poie said the task force accom- 
pli shed its mission “in the face of 
bad weather, disease, heat and 
humidity, long hours, and a host 
of other challenges.” 

The seven ships will stop brief- 
ly in the Philippines and Hawaii 
before returning to California, he 
said. 


1 dead, 5 missing in tanker 
blast off Angola 


OSLO (AP) — A search for four 
crewmen missing from a burning 
oil tanker continued off Africa’s 
west coast Wednesday, a day 
after an explosion aboard left at 
least one man dead. 

The Norwegian Rescue Centre 
at Sola said 27 of 32 crewmen 
from tbe burning tanker, ABT 
Summer, had been rescued in 
rough seas and the body of an 
Egyptian crewman was recovered 
Tuesday night. 

Rescue leader Tor-Eivind 
Moss said an aircraft from Cape 
Town, South Africa, and five 


ships from various countries were 
searching for more survivors in 
oily water about 780 nautical 
miles (1,500 kilometres) west of 
Angola in the Atlantic Ocean. 

The crew included 23 Filipinos, 
two Norwegians and one citizen 
each from Britain, Germany, 
Sweden, India, Singapore, Egypt 
and Thailand, officials said. 

The Liberia-registered tanker 
carried 260,000 tonnes (about 1.9 
million barrels) of Iranian crude 
oil bound for Europe. 

An undetermined amount of 
crude spilled into the ocean. 


Nepal 

announces 

15-member 

cabinet 

KATHMANDU (R) — Nepal's 
first democratically elected gov- 
ernment in more than three de- 
cades announced a 15-member 
cabinet Wednesday, with Prime 
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala 
keeping all the major portfolios. 

Koirala, new head of tbe Nepa- 
li Congress Party that swept to an 
election victory earlier this 
mouth, took the finance, foreign, 
defence and health pottfolioas. 

Koirala, appointed prime 
minister Sunday, was formally 
elected Congress leader earlier 
Wednesday. 

He succeeded interim Prime 
Minister Krishna Prasad Bbattar- 
ai, embarrassingly defeated m 
Kathmandu by a leader of the 
main Communist Party that is 
now the chief opposition. 

According to a communique 
issued by King Birendra and 
quoted by state-run Radio Nepal, 
Koirala also took the royal palace 
affairs portfolio. 

Nepal’s multi-party elections 
since 1959 followed a year after 
Birendra, traditionally revered as 
the reincarnation of the Hindu 
god Vishnu, ceded his absolute 
powers in the face of sometimes 
bloody pro-democracy demon- 
strations. 

By taking the palace affairs 
portfolio, Koirala keeps liaison 
with the palace in his own hands. 
Suspicions are still alive over 
whether Birendra and his aris- 
tocratic supporters have really 
resigned themselves to a Britisb- 
style constitutional monarch. 

Elections in 1959, which 
brought Koirala’s elder brother 
to power, were followed less than 
two years later by a palace coup 
led by Birendra's father. King 
Mahendra. 

For the Next 30 yeans, Mahen- 
dra and Birendra ruled through a 
system of elected, but non-party, 
councils. Political parties were 
banned until Birendra yielded to 
the pro-democracy movement. 

Congress party sources said the 
cabinet was expected to be ex- 
panded later. 

Koirala named one woman, 
Shailaia Acharya, and one Mus- 
lim, Sheikh Idris, to the cabinet 
in the world's only officially Hin- 
du Kingdom. 

He gave Acharya two port- 
folios — forests and soil con- 
servation and agriculture — both 
critical to the future of one of the 
world’s poorest countries. 

The great bulk of the popula- 
tion ekes out a precarious living 
from farming. Those in the high 
Himalayan foothills depend on 
wood for fuel. 


Lithuanian 

border 

post 

attacked 

MOSCOW (AP) — A Lithuanian 
customs checkpoint on the 
Byelorussian border was attacked 
Tuesday night by an armed band 
of about 15 people dressed in 
military uniforms and civilian 
clothes, a parliamentary spokes- 
woman said Wednesday. 

The attack followed a resolu- 
tion by the Supreme Council par- 
liament condemning the presence 
of Soviet Interior Ministry troops 
— ■ the “black berets" — in the 
republic and recent raids on bor- 
der posts. 

Spokeswoman Rita Dapkus 
said a truck with approximately 
15 passengers armed with auto- 
matic weapons drove up to the 
Lavoriskes Customs Post on the 
Byelorussian border. 

“The attackers kicked and 
heavily beat tbe guards, using the 
bun end of the automatic rifles,” 
Ms. Dapkus said by telephone 
from the capital of Vilnius. After- 
ward. they set fire to the post, she 
said. 

Two of the four guards re- 
quired hospitalisation, Ms. Dap- 
kus said. 

The Supreme Council resolu- 
tion Tuesday branded the Soviet 
Interior Ministry troops outlaws 
and calling for their punishment 
under Lithuanian (aw. The re- 
solution did nor say how tbe 
republics intended to carry out 
the prosecutions. 

[ Soviet troops have conducted 
at least 14 raids on Baltic border 
checkpoints, ran by the republic 
governments, in recent weeks. 
Two people have died in the 
attacks. 

The customs checkpoints were 
out up after the Republics of 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia de- 
clared independence in 1990. 
moves that were rejected by the 
Kremlin. 

Baltic leaders warn the inci- 
dents will provoke a violent re- 
sponse that might serve as a 
pretext for military crackdowns 
similar to those in January, when 
Soviet troops killed more than 20 
people in Lithuania and Latvia. 

Soviet Interior Minister Boris 
Pugo, in a report submitted to the 
national legislature Tuesday, said 
that two attacks on May 23 and 
May 24 were legal “in general” 
because soldiers were protecting 
“interests of citizens and the 
state," the independent news 
agency Baltfax said Tuesday. 

However. Pugo also said die 
operations were taken “without ' 
the knowledge and order of the : 
USSR Interior Ministry,” and 
said investigators bad been sent 
to the republics. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev already has announced 
the investigations and said Krem- 
lin officials did not authorise the 
raids. 

Meanwhile Gorbachev arrived 
in tbe Soviet steppes and Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin pressed the 
flesh above the Arctic circle 
Tuesday as the leaders toured to 
boost their political platforms. 

The separate trips came two 
weeks before elections to the new 
presidency of the Russian Fed- 
eration, borne to half the coun- 
try's people and more than a 
month after the leaders ham- 
mered out a nine- republic accord 
that broke the country's political 
impasse. 

Gorbachev hopes to assess the 
agricultural situation and boost 
workers' spirits frt the wheat- 
growing republic of Kazakhstan. 

Gorbachev also planned to dis- 
cuss the Kazakh parliament’s 
order in 1990 to close a Soviet 
nndear testing site at Semipala- 
tinsk. 


German SPD leader confident 
party will return to power 


BREMEN, Germany (R) — Ger- 
many's Social Democrats (SPD) 
elected a stylish new national 
leader, Schleswig-Holstein state 
premier Bjoem Engbolm, and set 
out Wednesday to prepare a re- 
turn to power in Bonn. 

Engholm, riding high in opin- 
ion polls as Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's star sinks, said SPD 
triumphs in state elections in re- 
cent years paved the way for a 
national victory in 1994. 

“Germn Social Democrats are 
on their way to renewed responsi- 
bility for our country,” said En- 
gholm, who was education minis- 
ter in the last SPD national gov- 
ernment. SPD Chancellors Willy 
Brandt and Helmut Schmidt 
ruled in Bonn from 1969 to 19S2. 

The new leader, at 51 the 
oldest of a rising SPD power elite 
dubbed the party's “Tuscany fac- 
tion" for its refined lifestyle, 
struck a moderate tone at the 
party's congress. Unopposed, he 
won an overwhelming 458 of the 
470 votes. 

Engholm supported a com- 
promise on Bonn’s new world 
role — sending troops abroad in 
peacekeeping units rather than 
on military missions as Kohl 
wants — and break down the 
barriers between Germany's rich 

Thai rescue 
bodies of all 


west and struggling east. 

He pledged to open tbe centre- 
left SPD more to tbe business 
world and warned Germans not 


forget 


strong economic 


South East Asia and the U.S. 

Tbe SPD suffered its worst 
defeat in three decades last De- 
cember when Oskar Lafbntame 


special care to ple dge support for 
the eastern SPD members, who 
feel vastly outnumbered and 
practically overlooked in the 
western-dominated party. 

“We are now one state. We 
want and we need to become one 
people and one society,” he sakL 
“A new German trauma — the 
trauma of efivisfon in a united 


won only 33 3 per cent of die vote 
against Kohl , the triumphant chan- 
cellor of unity. 

But the dramatic collapse of 
eastern Germany’s ex- 
communist economy and Kohl's 
decision to break his campaign 
promise and raise taxes to fina- 
nce unification have shaken the 
chancellor’s centre-right govern- 
ment. 

Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
have a comfortable majority with 
the Liberal Free Democrats 
(FDP) but his partners are drift- 
ing towards SPD positions as the 
government's appeal wanes. 

'The coalition in Bonn can no 
longer cope. It's worn out, im- 
mobile, exhausted,” said En- 
ghohn, one of the nine SPD state 
premiers who, through their new 
majority in Bonn’s upper house 
of parliament, can now veto laws 
passed by Kohl's coalition. 

Tbe suave new leader took 


state — must not occur.” 

Reflecting broad anti-war feel- 
ing in the SPD, Engbohn said 
German troops, barred by law 
from operating outside NATO, 
can only join peacekeeping or 
environmental p ro tection units. - 

T have nothing against a lead- 
ing role for Germany in tbe world 
— a leading role in the straggle 
against hunger, poverty and en- 
vironmental destruction,’’ be said 
to loud applause. 

Expecting a heated debate on 
the issue Thursday, he appealed 
to leftist delegates — who reject 
any new role for Germany — not 
to slander the United Nations 
“blue helmet” peacekeepers as 
disguised militarists. 

The SPD, winch debates- Ger- 
many's world role Thursday, can 
deny Kohl the two thirds majority 
needed in parti ament to amend 
the constitution and send Getn- 
rau troops on Gulf-style missions. 


workers recover 


people killed In crash 


BANGKOK (AP) — Rescue 
workers have recovered the 
bodies of all 223 people killed 
aboard a Boeing jet that ex- 
ploded in flight, but investigators 
bad yet to determine the cause of 
the crash Wednesday. 

The Austrian airline Air Lauda 
said it would be difficult to iden- 
tify all victims of the fiery crash. 
Some corpses had been charred 
and others severely mangled. The 
last body was recovered Wednes- 
day. 

Authorities refused to com- 
ment cn a possible cause, saying 
Boeing Co. and U.S. government 
experts were launching detailed 
investigations Wednesday. Spe- 
culation has focused on the possi- 
bility of a terrorist bombing. 

The Vienna-bound Lauda Air 
Boeing 767, which originated in 
Hong Kong, blew apart over 
jungle 160 kilometres northwest 
of Bangkok near Thailand's west- 
ern border with Burma. 

Speculation on who may have 
planted a bomb on the craft has 
ranged from anti-American ter- 
rorists. to a former Air Lauda 
employee, to drug dealers target- 


ting a senior United Nations anti- 
narcotics official who was on 
board. 

Thai officials fear thousands of 
local villagers who have combed 
the bodies and wreckage for 
money, watches, electronic goods 
and other valuables may have 
tempered with crucial evidence. 

Niki Lauda, the airline's found- 
er, inspected the crash rite Tues- 
day and said the largest piece of 
wreckage found measured 5-by-2 
metres, “about half the size of the 
largest piece in tbe Lockerbie 
crash.” A Pan Am Boeing 747 
was destroyed over the Scottish 
town of Lockerbie by a bomb in 
1988. 

Lauda, who returned to Vien- 
na late Tuesday, told reporters 
his airline had received no threat. 

However, a Western embassy 
security officer and several airline 
sources m Bangkok said a em- 
ployee of the airline was fired 
several months ago after thre- 
atening to blow up one of its 
planes in a bid to extort money. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 
employee had demanded an un- 


specified sum of money and 
threatened to bomb an aircraft or 
office if be was not paid. They did 
not identify the employee. 

Tbe British press has specu- 
lated that drug barons may have 
targeted Donald McIntosh, . a 
Bangkok-based adviser to the 
U.N. Drag Control Programme. 
But the organisation does little 
enforcement work, instead con- 
centrating on broader program- 
mes to stem drug production and 
use. 

On Wednesday, several Au- 
strian newspapers reported that 
five kilogrammes of heroin was 
discovered in tbe wreckage. 

Lauda said he had no confirma- 
tion that heroin was found, but 
did say Vienna airport police had 
told him they suspected that 
Lauda Air Sights might have 
been used by drag couriers from 
Thailand to Vienna. 

“The police in Vienna were on 
the tracks of a dealer who 
allegedly was on board,” he said 
at a news conference. “Every- 
thing was prepared in Vienna to 
catch him.” 


Chinese students mark massacre 
anniversary with banners, leaflets 


PEKING (R) — Peking Universi- 
ty students have defiantly un- 
furled posters in memory of those 
killed in China’s crackdown on a 
mass pro-democracy movement 
two years ago. 

Students interviewed Wednes- 
day agreed that Tuesday's action, 
the first reported campus protest 
before tbe anniversary of the 
crackdown on June 4, was a 
daring act at China's most presti- 
gious college. 

The university was a centre for 
the mass demonstrations that 
swept Peking in 1989 only to be 
crushed by army tanks and guns. 

Two posters reading “we won’t 
forget June 4" were hung from a 
window of a dormitory for gradu- 
ate students that was a centre of 
protests during tbe anniversary 
last year, according to several 
witnesses. 

The dormitory, like others on 


the campus a grey-brick structure 
where students are crammed six 
to a room, was searched by uni- 
versity security guards Wednes- 
day. 

There were no reports of 
arrests. 

Witnesses said leaflets were 
tossed from the window daring 
the protest. One called on stu- 
dents to wear white, the tradi- 
tional Chinese colour of mourn- 
ing, during the anniversary 
period. 

“It was all over in a few mi- 
nutes,” said one student. “Most 
students probably don’t even 
know about ft.” 

A university spokesman, con- 
tacted by telephone, denied the 
incident took place. 

Voices of campus protest have 
been virtually silenced since tbe 
heady days of May and June in 
1989 when Pelting University stu- 


dents were at tire forefront of 
demonstrations demanding grea- 
ter democracy. 

The protests were brutally 
crushed with heavy loss of life 
and student leaders who failed to 
escape a security dragnet and flee 
tire country were rounded up and 
jailed. Many students who sup- 
ported the pro-democracy cam- 
paign were expelled. 

Students said they feared any 
expression of dissent could 
jeopardise their job prospects af- 
ter graduation. 

“What’s the point of protest- 
ing?” asked one student. “If we 
can get on with our lives in peace, 
then we might as well let bygones 
be bygones." 

“On foe surface students may 
seem calm, but in deep in our 
hearts we feel pain," another 
said. 


Cambodian army rolls back Khmer Rouge in west 


BATTAMBANG. Cambodia 
(R) — Cambodian soldiers are 
usually quick to smile, and tbe 
group lounging in the fortified 
ruins of the centuries-old Khmer 
temple of Ban on for once have 
reason to be cheerful. 

Though only IS kilometres of 
dirt road and a wide plain sepa- 
rate their hilltop eyrie from their 
Khmer Roage foes. Captain Pau 
Thuen's unit has just been treated 
to a lavish party by grateful local 
officials in appreciation of their 
efforts during three months of 
tough fighting. 

As the dry season came to a 
dose In the country's rice bowl, 
the guerrillas had been pushed 
back and a ceasefire called by the 
United Nations has put the war 
on hold in (he run-up to the next 
round of peace talks beginning 
Sunday in the Indonesian capital, 
Jakarta. 

It has been a while since any- 
one fired the machine gun set up 
behind a wall of carved lintels, or 
broke open the ammunition 
boxes stacked in an overgrown 
12th century shrine that would 
make an archaeologist swoon. 

“Tbe Khmer Rouge tried very 
hard to seize areas,” said Com- 
munist Party district chief Pann 
Chhay, bolding const on a veran- 
dah in a house at the foot of the 


hill. 

“This is a big victory for us,” 
he said. 

In February the Khmer Rouge, 
who have fought the government 
in Phnom Penh for more than a 
decade, claimed that Battam- 
bang, Cambodia's second city 25 
kilometres east of Banon. was 
about to fail and were urging its 
citizens to flee. 

An artillery bombardment 
caused death and destruction in 
the market place. Government 
counterattacks drove them back 
down Route 10 to the town of 
Pailin. 

The front line is now just a few 
kilometres from Pailin, whose 
ruby mines are rich prizes for 
whoever controls the town. Tbe 
town itself is deserted except for 
Khmer Rouge troops, according 
to a Reuter correspondent who 
visited recently. 

“Absolutely we will take it 
back,” Pann Chhay said. 

Pailin would be a difficult town 
to hold and resupply, however, 
and Khmer Rouge artillery has 
been active despite the ceasefire, 
laying down heavy bombard- 
ments on May 15 and May 25. 
Pann Chhay said. 

The confidence of local offi- 
cials has been boosted by huge 
seizures of weapons sent to the 


Khmer Rouge by their Chinese 
sponsors via the Thai military, 
they say. 

Some of the captured arsenal is 
on display in a field in Battam- 
bang. The main attraction is a 
T-54 tank, stopped in its tracks by 
a rocket through tbe turret. 

Inside, a few, bones, tufts of 
hair and a gagging smell attest to 
the fate of the crew. 

The rest of the hanl is enough 
to fill the five captured Chinese 
tracks — rifles still in their pack- 
ing grease, anti-tank guns, 
rocket-launchers, heavy 
machinegnns, a field gun, mor- 
tars, grenades and landmines. 

With such a pile in the middle 
of the city, the Phnom Penh 
soldiers’ penchant for firing their 
guns in the air when it pleases 
them is disconcerting. 

The Khmer Rouge’s abandon- 
ment of so many arms raises 
questions about their much- 
vaunted fighting ability. 

It also fuels the government’s 
suspicion that the Khmer Rouge, 
whose rule of Cambodia in the 
late 1970s cost a million lives, are 
stockpiling weapons ready to re- 
nege on a peace settlement prop- 
osed by tire U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. 

The Khmer Rouge have 
already said they will resume 


hostilities on June 5 if Phnom 
Penh fails to sign the U.N. peace 
plan, under which all the com- 
batants would disarm and elec- 
tions would be held. 

For now, the western front is 
quiet. The highway to Phnom 
Penh is open, its bridges intact 
even though shelling has churned 
the surface into rubble in many 
places. 

Ragged militiamen ride round 
in pony traps, on bicycles, or 
sleep in roadside huts. Naked 
children splash in tbe first of tbe 
rainy season puddles and the 
markets are busy. 

But at night tbe electrical pow- 
er in the towns is shot off. No one 
travels the roads. 

The Khmer Rouge may - be in 
the villages preaching their radic- 
al message, although during a 
four-day journey through the 
west it became dear that the only 
message that peasants, vendors 
and soldiers wanted to hear was 
Chat the war would end soon. 

Captain Pau Thuen, who has 
fought the Khmer Rouge for 12 
of his 38 years, has no illusions 
that the Khmer Rouge won't 
come banging cm Battamm bang’s 
door again. 

’“Maybe they were defeated 
today,” he said. “But their anger 
is still with them for their loss.” 
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Walesa’s son 
charged with: t •; 
drunken blcydHnjfr 

WARSAW (AP) — PtefidsH lcd 
Walesa’s 18-year-old sonwascfc 
tained by; police on a tifedo 
meanor charge of rvSnginsUcy 
de wtafie drunk, the president’: 
spokesman said. Przcaiystav 
Walesa, the second eldest of fo 
president's eight children, wa 
stopped by officers on May 13oi 
a street in the family's hbmetowj 
of Gdansk, police spokesvwxnaj 
Maria Kaomerczak said-Noda 
has been set for a nusdemeano; 
court hearing, she sakl.^Acbaxti 
ing to a report in the Gdansj 
daily Wieczqr Wybizeza, thi 
young Walesa was ri<fingin ; 
zig-zag pattern when pofrtestop 
ped him. A breath' tcstregjstere* 
above the legal limft fdr.mtarica 
don, the newspaper said He wa 
released into the custody of offic 
ers of the Office for Protection o 
the Government, which provide 
protection to die president aru 
his family, according to tbe re 
port The president's spokesman 
Adrzej Drzycimski, describe* 
the young mail as “restless an 
full of dynamism” and said th 
constant guard around tbefamib 
has proven difficult for him. “No 
every young man is able to accep 
the limitations of being able u 
move around,” Drzydmski sakl 
Tbe president feels “Wamewor 
thy," the spokesman said. “Bu 
at tbe same time he adds tba 
everyone who has cfaOdien know 
that at some time of their lives 
kids don't want to listen to ther 
parents’ good advice, remarks o 
warnings.” Walesa will “not tr 
to influence the case,” Drzydms 
ka said. 

Johnson, Griffith . 
mobbed In hospital 

SPRINGFIELD, Missouri (AP] 
— Actor Don Johnson and hi 
wife, actress Melanie Griffith 
dropped by a local hospital tc 
visit Johnson’s father and were az 
immediate hit with the nurrinj 
staff. Several nurses at St. John's 
regional health centre- coftectet 
autographs from the two stars as 
they visited with Johnson’] 
father, Wayne Johnson, who if 
recovering from heart surgery, 
•afd Johnson's cousin, Douf 
Johnson. Doug Johnson said the 
visit turned into a family reunion 
of sorts. “The family all gtt 
together,” he said. “I hadn’t seen 
(Don) in 10 years. It was enjoy- 
able.” Johnson starred in televi- 
sion’s Miami Vice. Griffith's 
movie credits include Working 
Girl and Bonfire Of The Vani- 
ties. 

Georgians buy up 
land from bankrupt 
Saudi prince 

ROME, Georgia (AP) — Saudi 
Arabia’s Prince Faisal, his dream 
of a castle in Georgia broken in 
U.S. bankruptcy court, is losing 
his 8000 acres (3,200 hectares) ol 
scenic north G eorgi a property. 
More than 300 farmers, land spe- 
culators and the curious crowded 
under a circus tent by the Etowah 
River as 1,200 acres (490 hec- 
tares) of the land sold at auction. 
The auction, winch raised mote 
than $1.6 million, was the first of 
three summer sales where Faisal’s 
north Georgia holdings will be 
sold to help pay his $21 nnlbon 
debt. His lavish mansion in 
Atlanta already has been sold for 
$7.5 nritticni. Faisal, 46, came to 
Georgia in 1975 for military train- 
ing and started buying land along 
the river, hoping eventually to 
build an English-style manor 
complete with castle. But court 
testimony showed be fell behind 
in payments on tbe land for more 
than two years. It is being sold to 
satisfy bis creditors. 

Police stop illegal 
striptease contest 

OSLO(AP) — When police stop- 
ped an illegal st rip tease contest at 
a Norwegian nightclub, dis- 
appointed onlookers took off 
their own clothes in protest. 
Police had ordered six amateur 
strippes at die Skomvaer Dis- 
cotheque in Pors grn nn to get 
dressed, following complaints ah' 
out the shows during the 
weekend.- “I took my clothes off 
to protest against the police. It is 
ridiculous to stop a strip show,” a 
25-year-old mate spectator. told 
the Dagblabet newsp a per. None 
of the spontaneous strippers were 
identified in the report. It said 
men and women cast off their 
garments, but that most stopped 
tbe protest short of -their under- 
wear. None were charged with 
any offence. “I don't know what 
happened, but when guests take 
all their clothes off it is going too 
far in my eyes,” Bern Rasmussen, 
die nightclub’s owner, told Dagb* 
labet. “But people did have fan* 
and that what’s most important.” 


